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THE EARLY DAYS OF PON-SHE-WA-ING

In describing the location of various features of Pon-She-Wa-~Ing,

1 refer to their position by using the points of the compass, U.5, 31
from Cden to Pon-She-Wa-Ing is a west to east road and enters a sweeping
curve in this resort that turns to the north beyond the resprt. The
concrete sidewalk from Behan's house to Reader's is precisely on a north-
south line according to a local surveyor.

The resort is in Littlefield Township with Petoskey St. being the
gsouthern end of Section 16 and the northern end of Section 21. Novacious
M. Kellam owned 55.70 acres east of the railroad and 36,25 acres west of
the railroad. His wife, Maggie A. Kellam had purchased the land in Section
21, south of the Section line on Petoskey 5t. and from Lake S5t. edst to
Crooked Lake. This is the parcel of land that contained the Pon-She-Wa-Ing
Hotel, its flowing wells with pools and a boathouse. Park Ave. and Birch
St. is also. in this parcel. In the resort, the public road was on Petoskey
St. to Lake St. where it turned north and croised the railroad right-of-
way and then turned northeastward and on into Alanson. There was no public
road where U.S. 31 is now located on & 15C foot wide right-of-way easti
of the original road to Alanson put in 1900 this was part of the pasture
belonging to the Kellams. :

Rufus L. Myers and his wife, Mary E. Myers, had a home on the
southwest corner of Petoskey and Lake Streets and with Herbert H. Wildman
_and his wife, Minnie C, Wildman, owned the land south of Petoskey St.
to Crooked Lake and from Lake St. westward 1023 fedt., I do not know
how much of this parcel was owned by Myers but he had a boathouse near
the foot of Lake St. for rowboats and a larger boathouse 1o the west.

It is necessary to take an overall look at the United States after
the Civil War and the Union had been preserved, The modes of travel were
by walking, horse, boat or railroad. The Grand Rapids and Indiana R.R.,
®ith & southern terminus at Richmond, Indiana, reached Peloskey, Mich. in
May 1874. On Sept. 28, 1880, it was extended to Crooked Lake and two years
later reached Mackinaw City. Steamers ran on the Inlahd Route and traveled
from Conway on Crooked Lake to Topinabee on Mullet Lake.

Another factor was the Homestead Act passed by Congress in 1862 which
permitted a citizen 21 years of age or older to settle on 160 acres of
public land and cultivate it for 5 years, :to obtain a title to that land.
Veterans of the Union Army could acquire land on even & more favorable
arrangement. Rallroads sold tracts of land at §9 to $15 an acre as small
as 40 acres. '

Here was a vast land peopled with Pioneers or of Pioneer stock with
‘everything favorable yowards moving into the sparsely setiled areas.
People moved from Virginia to Ohic and Indiapa. Some of these went West
and others into Michigan. Kellams learned of Northern Michigan from their
friends like Mr. Grannis, Gertrude Hinds, nee Grossman and others.
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Arline M. Browne, %inchester, Indiana in writing of her father's
recovery from a nervous breakdoWn B8YS, "Throughout his excellent
recovery of 1895, he had found therapeutic value in the peace of the
woods, the pure water, relaxation of fishing and the delightful summer
temperatures.'" They were at wWalloon Lake but built their cottage at
Cincinnati Point, Crooked Lake. :

Draw an East-West line through Bay City, across the state, and
the North Country started about there and the conditions described by
Arline Rrowne refers to that part of the state. When you fly over that
area it appears that it is aboul one third lakes and rivers.

LY

In 1888 Michigan had its peak production year of 4,292 ,000,00C
board feet of lumber and ranked first of all the states. Most of this
was white pine. 1In 1911, NMichigan's ranking in the Nation was:

First in maple (59% of the Nation's total)

First in beech (21% of the Nation's total)

Second in basswood (17% of the Kation's total)
Second in Elm (17% of the Nation's total)

Third in Hemlock (20% of the Nation's total)
Fourth in Cedar and Ash (5% of the Nation's total)
Seventh in Pulpwood.

¥r. Rolland H, Maybee of the Michigan Historical Commission said
in his book, Michigan's ¥hite Pine Era, nEyerywhere across the country-
side there remained after the Plne era, vast areas of cutover land dotied
by ugly pine stumps, slashings, or the blackened scars of inevitable
forest fires and wide open barren sand waste. Light soils gave out gulckly
under ill~advised farming. Many an unpainted or sagging farmhouse oOr
perhaps a nearby lilac bush, a pile of field stones or & crumbling cellar
wall are silent evidence of thege times.™

¥hen you drive towards Harbor Springs on V.S, 1.3 and after passing
the Airfield, you can find Hedrick Road on the north side of TU.S. 1..1.
Driving north on it a short distance you come to the Hedrick farm, about
which Ulyses P, Hedrick writes in his book the Land of the Crooked Tree.
He had graduated from Harbor Springs High School and was leaving for
Michigan Agricultural Ceollege. "] waeg also sorry to say good-bye to
Father. His two sons, partners in creating tour farm', were deserting
him in his old age. We had robbed the land of its magnificent trees, and
had skimmed off the cream of the virgin soll, leaving Father only poor,
sandy, good-for-nothing, sub-marginal fields, which noné of us now loved."

Fortunately the evergreens grew well on the sandy soils and the
deciduous trees are doing well except for the elm. The Bcars are healing
“ but the very number of people have created new problems. For example,
some of the best bass fishing reeds and weeds are gone without a trace.
‘A& Prof. Jett said, "You find good fishing where the plumbing is bad.™
Not because of any contamination but as an indication of a sparsely
settled area.
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. M. Kellam owned a house in Alanson and also 6wned a 120 acre
farm in Springvale Township about two miles south of the eastern end
of Pickeral Lake. He owned and operated a general store in Alanson
and I assume that he purchased the farm as a speculation.

In 1897, the Kellams built a large, itwo story home for year
around occupancy at Pon-She-VWa-Ing and moved in on August 5th, They
buiit a barn about 60 yards north of their home which could stable
three horses and three cows in the west part, house a carriage in the
center section and a chicken roost and nesting room on the cast side.
A hay mow was on a second floor of the center section. In line with the
sront of the barn and about thirty feet west, they built a itwo story
wood working shop. The first floor had a work bench with vise, cupboards
for saws, planes and other tools while the second floor was usually used
as a bedroom for a hired man in the summer. Tast of the barn and spaced
apart was a fenced in garden area. Starting where the Alanson road
intersected the G.R. and I. Railroad fence and following it in a northeast-
ward direction for about a half mile to a fence at right angles to the
railroad to Crocked Lake formed the northeast end of the pasture. A fence
in alignment with Petoskey St. and about 40 yards north of the barn ran
from the Alanson road to Crooked Lake to complete the pasture enclosure.
An ice house and a storage shed for farm implements were located north of
the shop. :

In front of the house, the yard sloped down to the sandy beach and
dock. 1 don't know when the earthen dock was built, but probably about
1900 as Carolina Poplars were planted in several places including the
dock about that time.

About the time the home was being bullt, Grandfather Xellam met an
Indian who was familiar with that area. He told him the place was called
Pon-She~Wa-Ing which meant Winter Home. (It was later confirmed that the
tribes which lived near the shore of Lake Mlichigan spent the winter a few
riles inlend as it was warmer and less effected by the winter storms, )
Kellam changed the meaning of Pon-She-Wa-Ing to "The Summer Home".

To grade the land they used & scoop scraper which was drawn by &
team of horses. To reduce the height of a piece of ground the driver
drove the team across it, at the proper place he grasp the handles and
by pulling up caused ithe front of the scraper to dig into the ground the
desired depth. By pushing down on the handles the scraper came up filled
with soil. * He then drove to a low area, pulled up on the handles and the
scraper turned upside down, dumping and spreading the soil. Kellam
supervised the grading from the house down to the lake, about 130 yards.
He followed the scraper as much as time would permit and picked up the
artifacts which were later given to me. When I was working around the
place I would occasionally pick up an arrow point of f1int = but not many.
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Quoting from "In the Wake of the Topinabee' by Arline M. Browne,
about the Dummy Trains which made it convenient to travel locally.
"pA memorable experience common to all resorters at the turn of the
century and through the first quarter of the twentileth century was to
ride dummy trains. They serviced all the resoris out of Petoskey
including points between there and Oden (later Alanson), Harbor Springs,
walloon Lake, all operated by the G.R.&I. Railway and the Pere Marquetie
Railways had dummies to Charlevoix, Four traine a day came out to Oden
(1ater Alanson). '

"Phese trains were made up of two or three short coaches. One of
them was partitioned for a baggage area and & smoker. The seats were
built of wood, reinforced with metal, arranged back to back, and they
looked like park bgaches. The cpnductor kept the interior very clean,
in spite of the heavy traffic. Gray enamel paint was used for the seats
and interior, except the floors, which were red, as was the outside of
the coach. The engines were small, like the switch engines of the day.
0f course, coal was used for fuel. The windows were quite wide and could
be raised or lowered as weather dictated. A stray cinder sometimes lodged
in an eye; this usually happened when the engine was running backward and
was next to the passenger coach. Having a headlight on each end of the
engine did away with the need for a roundhouse."

ron-She-%a-Ing was a flag stop for the dummy trains and had a summer
station consisting of a slab of concrete and a roof with a plank seat on
the side away from the tracks. The roof was supported on wooden columns
but without walls. On Sundsay mornings 25 to 30 men from the tannery at
Kegomic got off the first dummy train with their fishing tackle. Ny
father, Charlie Woodruff, and Rufus Myers would direct them to their
respective boat house where they could rent rowboats, buy bait, and fill
their water jugs. The Hotel boat house had a gasoline launch which would
pull six rowboats with the anchor lines tying the bow of one boat to the
stern of the one shead. The gtring of rowboats, with their occupanis,
were taken to Pickeral Lake and the boate released as reguested. 1In the
1ate afternoon the launch returned to Pickeral Lake, got the boats in
tow and returned to the dock in time for the fisherman to catch & dummy
train. A few boatis fished Crooked Lake. This business was regular and
profitable and with the people from the weekday dummy trains both Woodruff
and Myers built wooden walks from the train station to their respective
places of business. The tannery men needed the fish to provide protein
for part of their meals and fortunately, fish were plentiful.

Littlefield Township contains two villages, Alanson and Oden. Pon-
She-Wa-Ing is a summer resort and in 1900, only two familles lived there
the year around; namely, N. M. Kellam's and Rufus Myer's, In the 1902 giat-
Book of Emmet County, the occupations of the residents of each Township
are listed. In Littlefield Township, farming was the leading occupation
with farms ranging in size from 33 acres to one of 240 acres with 80 acres
being the most common gize. Other occupations were blacksmithing, merchanis,
a boat bullder and a Physician and Surgeon, The farmers usually had other
skills such as carpenters, painters, lumbering, guiding fishing parties
and as teamsters. These skllls were used to bring in cash in addition to
their farm products such as baled hay, potatoes, dairy products and
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1ivestock mainly chickens, hogs and cattle. The best source of cash
was the cottagers amd could be either from farm products or the skill
of the farmer.

The median annual family income is tabulated below:

1900 - § 490 1950 ~ § 3,319
1910 ~ § 630 ' 1960 = § 5,620
1920 - § 1,489 1970 - % 9,867
1930 - § 1,360 1977 - $16,009
1940 - $ 1,300

{From Changing Times = A Kiplinger Magazine.)

While an 80 acre farm is considered too small to support a family
today, in 1900 considering that a team of horses supplied the power
and with the small cash needs; a farm family could live comfortably.
The only new mode of travel was the bicycle hit it was not practical
on the sandy roads of northern Michigan, s0 people continued to walk,
drive a horse, or for long distances to ride the train., A copy of the
1897 Sears Roebuck Catalogue, in hard covers, was printed in 1968 by
chelsea House Publishers. If you get a copy, possibly at ithe library,
you can get a good idea of how people dressed, the implements and tools
they used and the prices. Men's Oxfords - $1.65; Ladies Button Shoegs =
41.98; Wheelbarrow - $1.10; 72 teeth, 3 section Harrow - §11.00; a steel
beam Plow - $9.75; Cook Stove, 250 1bs. - $12.00.

During the winter, potatoes, rutabages, apples, cabbage and similar
vegetables were kept in a root cellar. This was a simple cellar dug in
dry, sandy ground to & depth of about six feet, fitted with a scil covered
roof and an entrance at one end. Since artesian wells were relatively
easy to construct end by arranging for the 50°F. water to flow thru a
wooden or galvanized steel grough, it made an effective cooling device,
particularly for milk. The well and trough was usually in & small room
attached to the kitchen.

The Gilbert Woodruff®s in Oden, my paternal grandparents, had both
a root cellar and a cooler room. They pperated a small dairy and sold
the milk, butter, etc. to the villagers, In the summer 1%t became & brisk
business with the cottagers added.

At Pon-She-Wa-Ing, the Kellam's had a root cellar in the field norih
of the barn and both femilles set good tables. Kellam's had flowlng wells,
one in front and one in back of the house. The one at the back flowed -
jnto a small tank from which it was pumped, by hand operation, to a larger
tank on the second floor, and then flowed by gravity to a sink on the
first floor.

There were no utility bills to pay.. No electricity, no gas, no
telephone and in the summer time it was a very pleasant life, But - when
it was 20°F. below zero and two feet of snow, you had to go outdoors about
gixty feet to a little house with & bench seat in it with a Sears Roebuck

Catalogue,; you didn't meditate!
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1t was logical that the western end of Crooked Lake would develop
earlier than the eastern end as both the road and the railroad reached
that end first and this was a larger area of water and deeper than where
Pon-She-Wa-Ing was to be. In Conway, the Inn was built in 1879 and was
jater remodeled inioc a three story building and renamed The Conway Inn
in 1903. Southeast of Conway, The Bastings Heights Hotel was built about
1900 on a terrace above Crooked Lake. In Oden, the Rawdon was an
impressive four story structure. The lower story was a few feet above
the level of Crooked Lake. The second story was about four feet above
the side walk and roadlevel. JInside, the upper three stories were
designed somewhat like the interior of a ship. A skylight was part of
the roof, which covered an open space where inside stalrways led to
valconies with doors giving entrance to the bedrooms. The lower story
wag where the help was quartered. A small boat house west of the dock
was headquarters for fishing parties.

Apparently the popularity of this region .was attracting s0 many
people that in 1898 families would get off the train at Oden and come
to Kellam's home and ask to be allowed to stay in thelr home, They
wouldn't turn a family away so they rented a room and would also supply
meals when Kellem's ate. (A similar sltuation occurred when the ski
runs opened.) Both Novacious and Maggie Kellam were extroverts and also
good business persons, s0 the decision was made to rebuild their new home
into a hotel.

In addition to the natural beauty of the site, it was only a short
distance across the lake to Pickeral Channel, up through Black Hole {(which
was bottomless when I was a child) through the remainder of the channel
and into Pickeral Lake which was a beautiful lake. My early recollection
aof it was when it had two homes on the north shore and two on the south,
The lake had deep areas of 4O ft. and shallower ones of 12 to 15 feet
which were good for trolling. The lake was 80 ¢lear.and clean that
fishermen dipped up a cupful and drank it when thristy. It was about a
two mile trip from the dock to Alanson which had larger stores and more
varlety than in Oden and a pleasant trip in a launch.

To enlarge their home, the east section was added to provide a dining
room on the first floor andé a hall and bedrooms on the second,. The sounth
end of the second was a gable which matched the one on the west so the
frontal appearance was as though the structure had been originally planned
that way. On the first floor, a screened in porch went across the front
and connected with an unscreened porch extending the length of the dining
room. A set of steps was built to lead down from the center of the front
porch and another set lead down from the north end of the side porch. A
two story addition adjoining the north end of the new addition contained
a kitchen, a large refrigerator, a serving counter, table for the help
to eat and dish washing area, The second story contalned two bedrooms.
Connected to the east side of the kitchen at the north end was a story
and a half, rather crude building, which served two functions, oOne as &
wood shed, piled high with wood for the stoves and a relatively small,
finished section next to the kitchen for storage of canned goods and
groceries.
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The "Annex" was a two story building containing four bedrooms and
an east-west hall on the first floor and a duplicate arrangement on the
second, Origipally this building wes constructed near the lske shore
and close to the dock. It was 30 serve as bachelor's gquarters, but it
was soon moved and attached to the west end of the hotel and by adding
eight more rooms made a total of twenty rooms.

To serve the neede of the fishermen, & two story boat house was
built whers the dock joined the shore and contained a hoist and trolley
on each floor. Rowboais could be holsted fhrough a pair of trap doors
to the second floor for winter storage., Below the trap doors was a slip
and a rowboat could be brought into it for hoisting onto the first floor.
Usnally two men worikred at the task of hoisting a boet ont and lowering
it onto the floor. One would tip it on its side and hold it in that
position while the other would wash it out by dipping buckets of water
out of the lake and throw ihe water into the bopat to rinse out sea wesds,
2tt. It was then plcked up by the noist, taken to the north end of the
boat house and stored on the floor; or if necessary, a pair of 2"zhVs would
be placed across the boitom boat and the next one stacked on it. In the
moraing when a guest rented a boat, he zot one that was ¢lean, had two
or three cushions and & palr of oars - all for §1.00., It was the good
old days for the guesis,

Adjolning ihe boat house on the east was a row of four stalls fo
motor boats, These were zmall boats with an inboaxd enging. Thiz wa
2 roofed bullding on piling with a walk of two 228" planks running
alongside the boat and fitted with 2 door on the lake side and a smaller
door on the land side.

z
~
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The hotel with its farm bulldings, wood working shop, boat house
and earthen dock made a pleasant vacation plsce with two beautifnl lakes,
with good fishing, amd flourished for many years. The omnly hoiel on
Crooked Lake to outlasi it was the Couway Inn. The Rawdon was the first
to burn, I believe before 1910 and Hasting Heights Hotel in 19310.

Maurice D. Woodrufs
April 21, 1980

P5. Jhe RBo-She-Wa-Trg tolel burned in Aug. (955
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THE BEGINNING OF TéE bON—SHE—WA—ING HOTEL

I will begin with the Kellam family and, in_ particular,
with MNovacious M. Kellam, who was Welsh and lived from 1847-
1923, He was a member of Company F, 1llth Regiment, Michigan’
Infantry during the Civil War. As far as I know, he was not
in any battles. He lived in Wolcottville, Indiana. Oddly
enough there is a town of Woodruff nearby and a Crooked Lake
to the northeast. My mother was bérn in Coldwater, Michigaﬁ,
which is about twenty miles north of the Indiana line. Gladeys
B. Kellam was born July 19, 1881.

To digress, Novacious M. Kellam was married and had a
son, Birt Kellam, by a wife who died at a time unknown to me.
He later married Margaret A, Smiley at a time unknown to me.
‘They had two children, a son who died and my mother, Gladeys.

It i1s necessary to take an overall look at the United
Stateg after the Civil War and the Union had been preserved.
The modes of travel were by walking, horse, boat or railroad.
The Grand Rapids and Indiana R.R., with a southern terminus
at Richmond, Indiana, reached Petoskey, Michigan in May, 1874.
On September 28, 1880, it was extended to Crooked Lake and
two years later reached Mackinaw City. Steamers ran on the
inland waterway and traveled from Conway on Crooked Lake to

Topinabee on Mullet Lake.




Another factor was the Homestead Act passed by Congress
in 1862, which permitted a citizen 21 years of age or older
to settle on 160 acres of public land and cultivate it for
five years to get a title to that land. Veterans of the
Union Army could acquire land on even a more favorable arrange-
ment. Railroads sold tracts of land at $9 te $15 per acre as
small as 40 acres.

Here was a vast land peopled with pioneers or of pioneer
stock with everything favorable towards moving into the
sparsely settled areas. People moved from Virginia to Ohio
and.Indiané. Some of these went West and others intc Michigan.
Kellams leérned of nérthern Michigan from their friends like
Mr. Grannis, Gertrude Hinds, nee Grossman, and others.

Arlene M. Browne, Winchester, Indiana, is writing of
her father's recovery from a nervous breakdown says, "Through-
out his excellent recovery of 1895, he had found therapeutic
value in the peace of the woods, the pure water, relaxation
of fishing and the delightful summex temperatures." Théy
were at Walloon Lake but built their cottage at Cincinnati
Point, Crooked Lake.

Praw an East-West line through Bay City, across the state,
and the North Country started about there, and the conditions
described by Arlene Browne refers to that part of the state.
When you fly over that area it appears that it is about one

third lakes and rivers.
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Returning to the Kellams, Margaret A Kellam, formerly
‘Margaret Smiley, Irish, 1849 - 1925. She had a brother,
Shannon Smiley, who visited us when I was four years old.

He took me through some stores in Mackinaw City thle my
mother was giving birth to Maurine at home.

I don't know why they moved to Alanson, Michigan, where
he operated a store which-he owned., I am suré he was in-
fluenced by friends and they liked the climate. I do know
that Maggie A Kellam purchased from.George Rush on May 21,
1897, the land that is south of Petoskey Street (the road
bacﬁ of the hotel) to the lake and from Lake Street east to
the lake. The rest éf the land owned by Kellams your family
owned and you are more familiar with this than.I am as regard
to information .pertaining to the deeds.

N. M, Kellam owned a house in Alanson and also owned a
120 acre farm in Springvale Township about two miles south
of the eastern end of Pickeral Lake. He owned and operated
general stores in the various towns where they lived so I
assume that he purchased the farm as a speculation.

The Kellams built a home for year-around occupancy
at Pon-She-Wa-Ing arocund 1900. The foundation was made of
brick made locally and the first floor (using the descriptions
of the hotel rooms) was the back office, the family sitting
room, Mom and Pop's bedroom, the dark bedroom, the parlor
and the lobby. These rooms were higﬁ ceilinged with the -
walls and ceilings of lath and plaster. There was a second.
story but I'm not certain of the room arrangement. The hone

had a front porch and a smaller back porch. When we lived




there, in the fall and spring, we had a heating stove in

the family sitting room and a cook stove in the back office.
We would move into Petoskey in November and move back in
early May,. |

About the time tﬂe home was being built, Grandfather
Kellam met an Indian who was familiar with that area. He
told him the place was called Pon-She-Wa-Ing, which meant
Winter Home. (It was later confirmed@ that the tribes which
lived near the shore of Lake Michigan spent the winter a
few miles inland as it was warmer and less affected by the
winﬁer storms.) Kellam changed the meaning of Pon~She-Wa-Ing
to “The Summer Home";

To grade the land they used a scoop scraper, which was
drawn by a team of horses. To reduce the height of a piece
of ground, the driver drove the team across it, at the proper
place he grasped the handles and by pulling up caused the
front of the scraper to dig into the ground the desired depth.
By pushing down on the handles the scraper came up filled
with soil., He then drove to a low area, pulled up on the
handles and the scraper turned upside down, dumping and
.spreading the soil. Kellam supervised the grading from the
house down to the lake, about 130 yards. He followed the
scraper aé much as time would permit and picked up the arti-
facts which were later given to me. When I was working
around the place T would occasionally pick up an arrowpoint

of flint, but not many.




You are familiar with the barn, which was about 40
vards north from the back of the house. My recollection
Of it is that the center part contained the carriage on
the first floor with the hay mow above. about five grain
bins were lined up aléng the west wall with the stables
adjacent to it. The bins contained such animal feeds as
ocats, cracked cern, scratch feed for chlckens, bran, etc.
In that wall small doors about two feet square were hinged
at the top and latched at the bottom and lined up with a
stall immediately west of the wall. Each stall had a manger
foxr’ the grain and a hay chute came down from the second
floor into which you would put a forkfull of hay at feeding
time. We had stalls for three horses and three cows., About
a four foot wide aisle ran north and sourth behind the stalls
with a door at each end. The wall which formed the western
side of the aisle was of 2xd's with siding on the outside,
and 8"x1" boards .on the inside and the space between was
filled with sawdust for insulation., The inside wall of boards
was about five feet high and above this were windows at inter-
vals. Back of the horse stalls, placed about five feel above
Jthe floor, a wooden member extended into the aisle on which
the harness or saddle hung. Durlng the high school years
I had a saddle horse and we had a team of work horses....also
three cows.

On the east side of +the center foom, we had at various.

times a chicken roost, a nesting room, and an enclosed chicken
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room. In the latter period, one room was a hog house which
communicated with a fenced area farther to the east which
contained two hog troughs. Part of the eastern portion was
used for storage. ‘ 7 '

West of the barn, with front of the building in line
with the front of the barn, Xellam had a two story shop
built for wood working. A fence with a ten foot gate
joined the bar and shep. The second story, as I knew it,
contained a bed for a man to use and a storage space.‘ The
first floor had a long workbench, a wood vise, a large
over-bench tool storage cabinet containing saws, square,
plaﬁeé, efc. |

Immediately north of the shop was a building which was
an ice storage house. In the wintertime, when the lake ice
was about 15" thick, two meﬁ would drive a sleigh drawn by
4 team onto the lake, clear the snow off the ice and with
a special two handled saw with large teeth cut the ice into
blocks and load the sleigh. They had brought with them
four small evergreens about five feet tall, and placed one
at each corner of the water to serve as warning.signals.
‘They drove the sleigh to the ice house, which had a bed of
sawdust about 12" thick to serve as insulation, The blocks
of ice were placed on it while keeping a space of about
12" between the layer of ice blocks and the outside walls.
This was repeated until after several sleigh loads the ice

was stacked about 12 feet tall. The stack of ice was




-

covered by sawdust, as well as the space between it and the
walls of the ice house. In the summertime, a man would un-
cover some of the top layer of ice and removed usually
five or six blocks of ice, then recover the pile of ice
with sawdust. He used a whgelborrow to haul about two
blocks to the flowing well in the rear of the house and
wash the ice free of sawdust. Some of the ice was sold

to cottagers, but the main use was f&r a refrigerator in
the kitchen. This system was quité satisfactory, as the
lake contained clear water (there had been no waves to
rile the water since the ice formed) and men-could be

found in the winter who had free time.

North of the ice house was a farm implement storage
shed. This was built like a car port with the west and
north side walled and the ice house forming the south
wall. The east side was open and had wooden posts Or
columns supporting that side of the roof. The columns
were spaced so that a wagon or sleigh could be backed
between then into the shed. Also in the shed would be
a mowing machine, a harrow, a plow and other team drawn
implements.

Attached to the west wall of the shed and extending
north was a fence which intersecting the pasture west td
"east fence until that fence was in line with the east side
of the barn, then running south until it was attached to

the barn. -Probably the distance from the fence joining




the barn to the shop to pasture fence was about 120 feet
and with a 10 foot gate in the pasture fence, formed an
enclosure similar to a corral. 1In describing the barn, I
failed to mention that the full width of the barn continued
nor thward and with the roof profile of the barn to form a
large haw mow. (Later after the hotel was built it was
converted to an ice house.)

To the east of these enclosures was another fenced
enclosure wiﬁh a ten foot gate, which was a vegetable garden.
The sandy soil produced good root crops, such as, radishes,
carrots, potatoes and beets. The miraculous thing was that
although not a potafo bug had been seen, when you planted
a réw of potatoes as soon as the plants came out of the
ground.the potato bugs appeared and began eating the foliage.
The battle was on with man armed with "paris green" in a
sprayer and the potato bugs on the plants.

The pasture fence ran east to west from Crooked Lake
to Lake Street, then north to the railroad right—of—waf-
fence, which the railroad had erected. The railroad, with
the fence, curved to the north and ran substantially parallel
to Crooked Lake. At the end of the Kellam property a fence
joined the railroad fence and ran east to Crooked Lake.

All the land from Petoskey Street to Lake Street and then
following the railroad was described was 55.7 acres. I would
estimate that about half of it was basture,,the remaindex

being swamp containing both evergreens and deciduous trees,
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as well as the farm buildings.

The pasture was at two distinct levels, the upper
elevation of sandy soil on which the barn, shop, etc. were
located, then going north it dropped abruptly to within
three feel of the level of Crooked Lake. The pasture soil
at the lower elevation was ﬁarl which is pre-linestone, white
in color and rather slippery when wet. It is fertile and
produced a good covering of grass.

In front of the house, the yard sloped down to the
sandy beach and the dock. I don't know when the earthen
dock was built, but I would guess about 1900, as Carolina
Poplars were planted in several places including the dock
about 1900.

That is the general arrangement of the Kellam's home
and auxiliary buildings. To get an idea of how much larger
the pasture was in l960,lit_included what is now U.S5, 31,
which has a 150 foot wide.right—of~way adjacent to the rail-
road. The State of Michigan acquired the strip of land‘in
1920 and started construction of U.S. 31 in the fall of
1528. Emmet County is involved in the maintenance, but I
don't know just how the responsibility is shared. This
strip of land took the best of the lower pasture making it
impractical to keep cows in what was left.

Littlefield Township contains two villages, Alanson
and Oden., Pon-She-~Wa-Ing is a summer resort and in 1960

only two families lived there the vear around, namely,




11.

N. M. Kellam's and Rufus Myer's. In the 1902 Plat Book

of Emmet County, the occupations of the residents of each
township are listed. In Littlefield Township, farming

was the leading occupation . with farms ranging in size from
33 acres to one of 246 acres with 80 acres being the most
common size. Other occupations were blacksmithing, mer-
chants, a boat builder and a physician and surgeon. The
farmers usually had other skills, such as, carpenters,
painters, lumbering, guiding fishing parties and as teamsters.
These skills were used to bring in cash in addition to their
farﬁ products, such as; baled hay, potatoces, dairy products
and live stock, mainiy chickens, hogs and cattle. The

best source of cash was the cottagers and could be either
from farm products or the skill of the farmer.

The median annual family income is tabulated below:

1300 - $§ 490 1350 --'% 3,319
1810 - 3§ 630 1960 - $ 5,620
© 1920 - $1,489 18370 - § 9,867
1930 - §1,360 -0 1977 - S 16,009

1940 - $1,300

(From "Changing Times" - A Kiplinger Magazine)

While an 80 acre farm is considered too small to support
a family today, in 1900 considering that a team of horses
supplied the power and with the small cash needs, ‘a farm
family c&uld live comfortably. The only new mode of travel
was the bicyéle, but it was not practical on the sandy roads
of northern Michigan, so people continued to walk, drive a
horse, or for long distances to ride the train. A copy of

the 1897 Sears Roebuck Catalogue in hard cover was printed
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in 1968 by Chelsea House Publishers. If you get a copy,
possibly at the library, you can get a good idea of how

pecple dressed, the implements and tools they used and the

prices.
Men's Oxfords $ 1.65
‘Ladies Button Shoes $ 1.98
Wheelborrow $ 1.10
72 teeth, 3 Section Harrow $11.00
Steel Beam Plow $ 9,75
Cook Stove, 250 1bs. $12.00

During the winter, potatoes, ruéabages, apples, cabbage
and similar vegetables were kept iﬁ a root cellar. This
was .a éimple cellar dug in dry, sandy ground to a depth of
about six feet, fitted with a soil covered rocf and an en-
trance at one end. Since artesian wells were relatively
easy to construct and by arranging for the 50° F. water to
fl&w through a wooden or galvanized steel trough, it made
an effecéive cooling device, particularly for milk. The
well and trough was usually in a small room attached to
the kitchen.
James Whitcomb Riley described a cooler room better
than I can. A verse from "Out to 0Old Aunt Mary's":
"And the old spring-house in the cool green- gloom
Of the willow trees and the coller room

Where the swinging shelves and the crocks were kept
Where the cream in a golden languor slept

While the waters gurgled and Laughed and wept

Out to 0ld Aunt Mary'si"
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The Gilbert Woodruffs in Oden, Pop's parents, had
both a root cellar and a copoler room. They operated a
small dairy and sold the milk, butter, etc. to the villagers.
In the summer it became a brisk business with the cottagers
added. |

At Pon-S5he-Wa-Ing, the Kellams had a root cellar in
the field.north of the barn and both families set good tables.
Kellam's had flowing wells, one in front and one in back
of the house. The one at the back flowed into a small tank
from which it was pumped, by hand operation, to a larger
tank on the second floor and then flowed by gravity to a
sink on the first floor.

There were no utiiity bills to pay. No electricity,
no gas, no telephcone, and in the summertime it was a very
pleasant life. But....when it was 20° F. below zero and
two feet of snow, you had to go outdoors about sixty feet
to a little house with a bench seat in it with a Sears
Roebuck catalogue you didn’'t meditate. |

It was logical that the western end of Crooked Lake
would develop earlier than the eastern end as both the
.road and the railroad reached that end first, and this
was & larger area of water and deeper than where Pon-She-
Wa-Ing waé to be. In Conway, The Inn was built in 1879
and was later remodel into a three story building and renamed
The Conway Inn ‘in 1903. Southeast of Conway, the Hastings

Heights Hotel was built about 1900 on a terrace above
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Crooked Lake. -In Oden, the Rawdon was an lmpressive four
story structure. The lower story was a feel feel about
the level of Crooked Lake. The second story was about
four feel above the sidewalk and road level. Inside the
upper three stories were designed somewhat like the interior
of a ship. A skylight was part of the roof, which covered
an open space where inside stairways led to balconies with
doors giving entrance to the bedrooms. The lower story
was where the help was quartered. A small boathouse west
of the dock wag headquartérs for fishing parties.

| Apparently, the popularity of this region was attract-—
ing so many people that around 1902 families would get off
the train at Oden and come to Kellam's home and ask to be
allowed to stay in their home., They wouldn't turn a. family
away so they rented a room and would also supply meals when

Kellam's ate. (A similar situation occured when the ski

runs opened.} Both Novacious and Maggie Kellam were extroverts

and also good business persons so the decision was made to
rebuild their new home into a hotel.

In addition to the natural beauty of the site, it was
‘only a short distance across the lake to Pickeral channel,
up through Black Hole (which was bottomless when I was a
child) thfough the remainder of the channel and into Pickeral
Lake, which was a beautiful lake. My early recollection of
it was when it had two homes on the north short and two on

the south shore. The lake had deep areas of 40 . feet and




15.

shallower ones of 12 to 15 feel which were good for trolling.
The lake was so clear and clean that fisherman dipped up a
cupful and drank it when thristy. It was about a two mile
trip from the dock to Alanson, which had larger'stores and
more variety than in Oden, and a pleasant trip in a launch.
To enlarge their home, the east section was added to
provide a dining room on the first floor and a hall and
bedrooms on the second. The south end of the second was
a gable which matched the one on the west so the frontal
appearance was as though the structure had been originally
plaﬁned that way. On the fixst floor a screened-in porch
went across the fron£ and connected with an unscreened porch
extending the length of the dining room. A set of steps
was built to lead down from the center of the front porch
and another set lead down from the north end of the side
porch. A two story addition adjoining the north end of
the new addition contained a kitchen, a large refrigerator,
a serving counter, table for the help to eat and dish |
washing area. The second story contained two bedrooms.
Connected to the east side of the kitchen at the north end
was a story and a half rather crude building, which sexrved
two functions; one as a wood shed piled high with wood for
the stoves, and a relatively small, finished section next
to the kitchen for storage of canned goods and groceries.
The "Annex" was a two story buiiding containiﬁg four .

bedrooms and an east-west hall on the first floor, and a




1l6.

duplicate arrangement on the second. Originally, this build-
ing was constructed near the lake shore and close to the
dock. It was to serve as bachelors' quarters, but it was
soon moved and attached to the west end of the hotel and

by adding eight more fooms made the total of twenty rooms.

To serve the needs of the fisherman, a two story
boathouse was built where the dock joined the shore and con-
tained a hoist and trolley on each fléor. Rowboats could
be hoisted through a pair of trap doeors to the second Ffloor
for winter storage. Below the trap doors was a slip and
a rowboat could be brought into it for hoisting onto the
first floor. Usually two men worked at the task of hoisting
a boat out and lowering it onto the floor. One would tip
it on its side and hold it in that position while the other
would wash it out by dipping buckets of water out of the
lake and throw the water jinto the boat to rinse out sea weeads,
etc. It was then picked up by the heoist, taken to the north
end of the boathouse and stored on the floor or, if naecessary,
a part of 2x4's would be placed across the bottom boat and
the next one stacked on it. In the morning, when a guest
rented a boat, he got one that was clean, had two or three
cushions and a pair of oars....all for $1.00. It was the
good old aays for the guésts.

Adjoining the boathouse on the east was a row of four
stalls for motor boats, These were small boats with an

inboard engine. This was a roofed building on pilings with
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a walk of two 27ygn planks running alongside the boat ang
fitted with a door on the lake side and a smaller door on
the land side.

The hotel with its farm buildings, wood wofking shop,
boathouse ang earthen dock made a pleasant vacation Place
With two beautiful lakes and good fishing, gnd flourished
for many years. The only hotel to outlast it was the
Conway Inn. ‘The Rawdon was the firet to burn, I believe
before 1910, and Hasting's Heights ‘Hotel in 1919,

Maurice b, Woodruff
March 18, 1979

Addendum:

In going through some olg letters, 1 found an unuseg envelope

on which my mother had written the following:

Remodeled front pPorch - Spring of 1928,

Maurice D, Woodruff
May 28, 1979




PONSHEWAING HOTEL FIRE 1953

Landmark Badly Damaged by Fire




Wednesday, August 24, 1955

Ponshewaing Site
Has Long History

Ponshewaing Hotel, which was
virtually destroyed by [fire last
evening, is Iocated on property
which has been used as a vaca-
tion spot as far back as Indian
times when the Oltawas owned the
area without benefit of the white
“man's deeds or written records,

News-Review files show that it

was a winter home for Ottawas.

who liked the area because of its

"good hunting and fishing., The Ot-

ttawas were finally driven away

fduring a battle with another tribe..

Ponshewaing Hotel
Date Unknown

White men entered the scene in
the late 1800's and the first land
grant was given to George Rush,
‘a retired sea captain. In 1896 N.
ML Kellam, grandfather of Mrs.

sent owners, started the founda-
tion for the hotel. The east wing
was built in 1900, the north and
west wings in 1907.

of Mrs. James, took up residence

came maunager and he and Mrs.
Woodrulf operated it until' Hhis

other year, then sold it to Mr.' and
Mrs. Arthur J. Fox, of Cincinnati,
Ohio. This year, Mr. and Mrs.

the present manager.

Reginald James, one of the pre-

In 1914 Charles Woodruff, father:

-in the resort and in 1915 he be-

deathh in 1950, She continued an-

James took over the hotel and.
their son, Jerry Kellam Jamds, is.
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