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RUSTED BOAT LEADS TO F ORéOTTEN LOCAL HISTORY - CONTINUED

“We both had more than just a passing interest in the boat hull,” Stutsman recalls.

Harbor springs resident Michael Heinz, a Harbor sprin
boat during fishing trips.

gs City Council member, also recently noted having occasionally “slept” in the

Sometime after, the state of Michigan salvaged 100-plus year-old ruin and moved it to & storage unit near Mackinaw City.

In the fall of 2003, with the help of Walstrom Marine, the Aha was brought back to Harbor Springs and parked in its current Iocation
behind Franklin Square.

PRESENT .
The Aha surfaced again this month at a Harbor Springs City Council meeting when city officials questioned whether the loat

represented a “blight” ordinance violation,

Cummings, representing the Harbor Springs History Muscum, outline the importance of the boat and its legacy.

“Even though it’s this rusty mass, it’s really an important piece of history,” said Mary Cummings, Harbor Springs History Museum
executive director.”

Cummings said the restoration would cost roughly $100,000 to $200,000, though a simple aesthetic repair could potentially make the
vacht an attraction for the museum. Although, she noted the boat is not a top priority for the museum, they are actively seeking donors
to begin the restoration project. :

The city council agreed to allow the museum to put a historical plaque beside the boat to encourage a link between the boat’s present
and history. .

So for now, the 122-year old steel dream will live at least a little longer,
Extracted from the Petoskey News Review dated October 12,2010,




