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Conway: The Inland House, a landmark on the
western shore of Crooked Lake for more than 100
years, was destroyed by fire Tuesday night. Here
firefighter’s standby, awaiting tanker trucks with
water,
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By John Charles Robbins, News-Review Staff Writer

CONWAY - The 116-year-old Inland House, a
famous resort and one of the jewels of the Inland
Waterway, was ravaged by fire late Tuesday.

The southern end of the distinctive white
landmark was destroyed by the blaze, while the
hotel area — now condominiums — built on in 1964
was saved.

Firefighters battled the fire and the frigid
temperatures throughout the night and were still
working the scene at dawn today.

One observer on the scene said it was 9 degrees
below zero at the lake’s edge during the height of
the blaze.

While firefighters from six departments worked
hard to contain the inferno, others kept a watchful
eye on nearby homes and buildings.

At the height of the blaze, a huge shroud of
smoke carried sparks, ashes and debris which fell
over the homes that make up the small community
of Conway.

It was about midnight when the bulk of the
structure roared with flames and three stories of
history came crashing to the ground.

Firefighters remained at the scene at noon today,
dousing the smoldering rubble and calling in a giant

crane to push burned debris away from the
remaining condominiums to the north.

The cause of the fire is still under investigation.
Battling the fire were the Harbor Springs Fire
Department, Resort-Bear Creek Fire Department,
Petoskey Fire Department, Littlefield-Alanson Fire
Department, Springvale Township Fire Department
and Pellston Village Fire Department.

The Emmet County Sheriff's Department
assisted at the scene,

“They called out all the troops,” said Doug
Carver, chief of the Resort-Bear Creek Department.

The fire resulted in an intentional power outage
in the Conway, Oden and Alanson areas, Carver
said.

A thick band of high-tension electrical lines
stretch along the site between the building and U.S.
31 North.

Consumers Power Co. crews were asked to kill
the power through the lines to protect firefighters
working close to the building, Carver said.

Power was restored shortly after 12:30 am.
Tanker trucks were filled at Graham Road and taken
to the site, and firefighters and others worked to
“tap-in” to the frigid waters of Crooked Lake, after
breaking through about two-fect of ice.

A front-end loader was used at the former Little
Traverse Township park boat launch ramp, just
north of the complex, to break through ice so a
hose and pump system could be set up.

The business was closed Monday and Tuesday,
and no one was in the building at the time of the
fire, officials said.

The fire was first spotted by a motorist, who
altered a woman in the neighborhood to call the fire
department,

The Emmet County central dispatch notified
Harbor springs Fire Department of the “working”
fire at about 10:22 p.m.

The fire quickly raced through the old structure.
The top two floors were vacant.

A huge metal tower and TV antenna, erected in
the years before cable TV, wilted in the intense heat
and toppled over the structure.

Emmet County records list the owner of the
Inland House as Christian K. O’Connor of Detroit.
O’Connor, along with William Rupp, has an interest
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i the 18 hotel-condo units, according to county
records.

O’Connor couldn’t be reached for comment
today. The fire apparently started in the cast end of
the main building, in the dinner and dancing lounge
area, according to manager and chef Victor E. Beck.

Beck said the hotel complex has 16 full and part-
time employees.

Beck said he expects the hotel condo units will
be back in use soon, and an office may be set up in
a house owned by O’Connor located across the
highway.

Today, all that remained of the original Inland
House was the brick chimney.

The Inland House had a rich history as a resort
and as an entertainment showplace for big name
musicians.

The original Inland House register shows Grover
Cleveland once stayed at the hotel.

Renowned author Harriet Simpson Amow worked
at The Inland House as a waitress in 1932-35. She
wrote such works as “Mountain Path,” “Hunter’s
Horn,” and “The Dollmaker.”

Area musician Charloftte Ross Lee said The
Inland House brought in big name entertainers and
big bands, including Woody Herman, Lionel
Hampton and Clyde McCoy. She said Frank Sinatra
Jr. performed there.

Her husband, the late Carroll Lee, earned a
national reputation as a musician and he played at
the hotel, too, along with trumpet player Bobby
Hackett.

The Inland House was the home of the Epsilon
Jazz Band for many years, she said.

“It was a mecca for jazz musicians and jazz
aficionados, ” Lee said.
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INLAND HOUSE
The original Inland House was built in 1879, by Merritt Blackmer, it consisted of five guest rooms. It was
purchased by David Hastings in 1908 and renamed the Conway Inn. He enlarged it to 3 stories and added an
eight stall boathouse. Here was the first post office. In 1914 Homer Trask purchased the hotel and named it The
Inland House. There was a fire in 1985 at the Inland House that destroyed the restaurant, it was not replaced. In
2002, The Inland House sold rooms as efficiency condominiums, and an addition to the Inland house of 15 one
and two bedroom condominiums in a three story structure added in 2003.
Extracted: The steamer Topinabee and The Inland Water Route of Northern Michigan.

By Mark Hill




