Sheriff William S. Purple
1869 -- 1923

Nellie {Midgley} Purple
1872 -~ 1942

Purple Inn, Destroyed By Fire
Brutus, Emmet County, Michigan
May 5, 1937



Petoskey Evening News
Tea Table Talk, page 2
Wednesday, June 2, 1915

—$heriff Will Parple has just pur-
chased a Monroe automobile for the
ase of himself and famlly. The ear
{g @ runabout und the gheriff should
secure considerable pleagure {rom
his teips about the country In it
Ropresentutivo Hinkley hng nlgo just
puechased » similay car,

SRk hidh itk

Petoskey Evening News
Tea Table Talk, page3
Thursday, June 21, 1915

—There ig troubla in the negro
guarter today, aceording to the prose-
cuting attorney and sheriff. One col-
ored mun’s wife has deserted him
aud her few months old child for an-
other colored person. It appears, So
the story goces, that the woman took
heyr child and went to Brutus a duy
or g0 ago and that the man she is
now sanid to have wun away with,
tollowed her tliere, She is supposed
toe lhave Ieft theo child at Brutug or
l.evering nnd goue on north. The
husband and father has Sheriff Pur-
ple with him and is following the
gouple, The lasl heard lrony them
just after dinner Thuraday was that
they were headed for Cheboygan,

Thhhhdhhhad

The Petoskey Evening News
Tuesday, June 29, 2015, page 3

—Bherilf Purple says he is mak-
ing out-his annual report for the year
to close July 1, 1915, and that in
thut year-he hos had no womet pris-
oners in his Jail, This ig the firet
year in o loug time thet there has
1ot been at least one female prisoner
in the Entmet eounty jail, IMifty-six
prisoners I8 the record-for the year..

Petoskey Evening News & Daily Resorter
Tea Table Talk, page 3
Wednesday, July 7, 1915

w~Jheriff Purple io spending - the
day tn Harbor Springs where he was
called to investigate reports of viols-
tions of the loeal optlon Jaw pe-
vently, ' S

Fhkkkrhhhhid

Petoskey Evening News & Resorter
Saturday, July 31, 1915

GGhertdt urple says there 1y very
lite doing in big departnent fheso
duys for people it Petoskey wnd K-
met county are not hreaking the
lws to any great extent, The pollce
algo report overything  wquiet thess
days. '

R T X

Petoskey Evening News & Daily Resorter
Thursday, September 9, 1915, page 3
—ghariff Purple, Who went Lo
Grand Rapids and polnts south in
search of the party who gtole pavoril
prticles of value from w Havbor
gprings bavber shop and alse to Jo-
cato, & witngss wanied in circuit
court here this weel, returned home
Wednesduy afternoon, He found
tho witnegs but the man who took!
(ihe goods was not 1o be found in
|that section. i




Petoskey Evening News & Resorter
Monday, July 26, 1915, page2
AN ATTENMPTED JAIL
DELIVERY WaAS HAD
SUNPAY AFTEBNOON,

Another jall delivery wag atlempt-
ad Sunday alterncon while Sheriff
and Mrg, WAL 8, Purple were absont
trom the shorlit’s residence for a
ghort auto ride in the country,

According to the story of one of
the inmuates of the jail, Bob Hill, the
colored man In for attempted mur-
der, und Glenn Cralg, in for attempt-
Ing another serious erime, secnred n
jeweler's snw, probably huving it
handed to them through one of the
juil windows, aid sawed one of tha
ibars from the middie south window.
They had gecurad u table knife wnd
with the alg of a hugoe iron by, also
given them from the ouisile by some
of thetr friends, cul through the wire
gereen. .

The south window ig hid from
view by the high board fence erect-
ad Dy I, J. Smith, within a fooi or
fwo of tho soith gide of the jall, and
tho men were not notleod at their
work, They evidently plasned ie
males thelr getaway in the night.

'their plans were il hulted when

speet {hon the rest, informed onoe of
the police thut the delivery was lo
bo altemptod. When Sheriif Purple
yeturned he and the polivs entordd
the lail and found eomdiliony about
as had been deseribed to them,
Shertif Purple says it has not been
Ble wabelfutness nor the strongth of
tho jail that hus kepl muny prison-
ara from . eseaping but fust pure luck,
Mo says that almost any person can
gol out of the outside corridors of

one colored person, with more re-t

“the Juil in ten minutes if left tog

Lihemaelves. The doors are ulso’ casy
le open with hand made kuys,

A few days ngo ho took spveral
keys away from one of the prisouers
who was evidently attompting lo es-

prised thut the attempt ghould be

at most any old time for men.to get
awny It lett in tho vulsidoe coyridors,
e says the Jail nceds hurdened steel
bars on all the oufside windows angd
the doors alse repaired,
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Petoskey Evening News, page 2
Tuesday, September 28, 1915

SHERIEE PURPLIGIES
RO MORE TOUAL OPPION
VIOLATORS ON TUESDAY.

Poup mors men  were arrested
Tuesdry for hoollegging, or in other
words violatlon of the logal option
Iapw, Sheriff Purple made ilte arrests
and tho men, Fred Wileox, 1., B, I'ry,
Gieorge Philips and Len Payne, the
lntter from the brewery, wii givoe
vouds to appear in circnit court for
triud, _

The city and county officials have
omployed two men frem out of ihe
vity to come here und work up the
cases alld more arrests are expested,
The outside men report there are no
biind pigs and that bootlegring seems
the only diffieulty with option vio-
fators herve,

capo and says he is net at all sur-

made as conditions gre about right




Petoskey Evening News, page 1
Thursday, September 28, 1915

JHL BREAKERS
"~ CAUGHT IN ACT

FIVE PRISONERS READY
. TO LEAVLE

SherilY PPurple Hears ‘I'hem at Work

* Malking Burs from Window nnd
Finds Men Llendy 1o Crinwl
throueh to  Liberty—
Negrpo Preling

G Maover.

;'l wuesy 1 will ave fo go to
murepe and fight in the war if I am
to et u ¢haneo to shoot anyone,’’ re-
marked Sherill  Purple Wednesgday,
when after lving outslde one of-the
gouth windows of the ecounty janl
Tusgday night waiting for fivee pris-
oners to crawl through, he deaidad
that they would not make the at-
tempt, -

Tle changed his mind howovaer
when he wenl into the jail for there
ltned up In front of a window, from

which {he burs had been partly gawed |

and hamumered, were {ive prigoners:
two whito men. & negro, an Indien
and a Chinamuan. -

. Fellx llenderson, the negro, iy the
mat wlho escaped  from jnil some
yents nge hnd was at liherty for sevy-
eral monlhs. ¥le bus made sevoeral
'offorts to get out but only once was
he sudezpsful. He is supposed to be
the fellow who made the key with
which lha unlocked the wvombination
door of tho innsr corridor and thug
allowed the men to.reach tha window
from which they would have escaped,
They made a slight noize  while
aroused Mrs, Purple instantly and
she called Bheriff Purple.

Supposing ths men werg nlrendy
meking thetr escape he took is nuto-
matic and went to the south side of
tho jail expecting 1o see tho men
eruwling ont. They evidently knew
their noise was heard for they did
not start for some time,

Fe thoen went in to ascertain the
reagon for their delay but had he ra-
madned for a few minutes longer ho
would without a doudi have heen
forced Lo wing at leasi ono of the
fellows., IMnding the five lined up
reudy t0 make'a break for iiberty,
he qulekly covered them with his
gun and lockoed them'in their cells.

Hendsrsen and Craipg are supposed
to have been the ringleaders in thls

nttempt accovding to an Indian in

ihe jail. This fellow says John
Rupers, another prisoner. alded the
men to upluck the door but did not
aid them to break out the bar from
ihe window, ‘Uhis was done by se-
‘curing one wuf the heavy window
welghts wnd covering it with strips

of blallks torn from Hendsrson’s
bed. '"The bar whieh they broke off
[

hagd pravicusly been guwed almogl in

iwo and bhad been repaired with a
plece Dbolted across it This repaired
part was driven off and the bar bent
to allow the prisoners to got through.

gheriff Purple says he chased the
men around the corridor @ couple of
times in the dark before getting them
back in thelr cells agnin. Ile says
the jail Is unything hut the safest
ono in the country and that it will
always be easy for men to geti out of
it untll it is remodeled or a new one
BHuilt, Just a few duys ago @ man
was soen passing gomethlug In
through the window to some of the
men inglde but a search at the timo
failed to loeate any keys, suws, files,
ate,, which could be used in an at-
tompt at jail delivery,

Recently construocted jails at Triv-
erse City and other places are con-
trolled; that is, the ceil doors and
jail doors are uwutomatically locked
with levers worked from the sheriff's
residenee from which any of the
cells eall be opened or closed without
entering the jail, There are no locks
to he tumpered with,

Two of the men wili be takew 1o
{onia al once but what will be done
with the other three 1is not yoét
known. IFelix is a bad man and wiil
probably be severely dealt with,

[



Petoskey Evening News, page 1
Friday, September 24, 1915
HARBOR SPRINGS MAN
FALSELY IMPRISONED
CIN EMMET COUNTY JAIL,

According to news from Harber
Bpelngs Friday morvning there was

une very angry citizen of that villuge |

on tho war path Friduy night and

from his remarks sonle ohe in Pcioy- |

koy I8 in for a peck of trouble

47 daolare T wag imprisoned filze- |
ly and I will have not only revengo)
nut damuges for the porsonal fnsnlt,” ¢

deelarod A. W, Reyunolds, uf the law

firm of Deuet & Roynolds of that vii-|

lage, Suturday morning.

[Teve ig the story wnd it is a good

ong, too. Thursday, Fellx Hender-
son, (he nsgro who attenipted to get
out of jail, pleaded not pullty to the

charge of grand larceny and J udge |

Shepherd appointed Mr. Reynolds his
attornecy.

The lntier went to the county jull

to see his client, having geoured the
promise of Sherlll Purple (hat the
latter woulg come and Izt him out in
time to cateh the last train for ifar-
por Springs.  To make the slory
ghort the shertff forgot and at supper
Hme kr. Reynolds fonnd himself
locked in jail.
. “Ialse L_lpprismlment” la gnid to be
the churge which in brought againat
Mo sheriff who l& now underlaking
ty settle for §1,000,000. Priends of
My, Reynolds and Shoriff Purple wre
naving a mighty gouvd laugh over the
jncident.

The Petoskey Evening News & Daily Resorter
Tea Table Talk, page 3
Saturday, August 14, 1915

——TIrpiday night Sherilt Parple was
ealied on the phone from Pellston
ang reqguesied {o arrest one John
Durel:re. wanted there for a serious
r:l'ime.'l’l‘he‘ juan had left on the even-
ing train sonth and on the train bo-
fween Pellston  and  Petoskoy had
shaved off his whiskers, e puassed
the cordon of pelice al the station
atd mude for the south G, R. & L
yipds,  Sherlff Purple -with Repre-
sentative D, H, Hinkiey and City Ag-
gesshr . J  CGray, in ‘7 "Yinkley
avtombbile drove to - v side
of the ¢ty and mitde @ 7" Tuant
through the yards. Darfers ws o 0-
prised and ecaptured willhout any
troublo, Sher’lE Purple says he (ound
two vazors, u towel, shaving soap
and brush in his pockets, ghowing
avidence of having beén used within
an iour or two. 'T'he sheriff says he
wallied very quietly among the long
Hnes of box cars and finally came
upon his man  guite uncxpectedly,
Durters was placed in the county jail
awaiting action by the authopities.’

EX L T

Petoskey Evening News
Tea Table Talk, page 3
Wednesday, January 19, 1921

__Sheritf Will S, Pyrple has made
the following additional deputy sher-
¥ appointments: Charles G. Lomain,
Newton Thomag, Charles J. Ditto and
Olin L. Garber, of Petoskey, and

| Rulph D. Walker, of Levering..



Petoskey Evening Neww
Thursday, December 30, 1920

PURPLE MOVING
Tﬂ@ﬁ_W-'Hﬂl\ﬁEg

HOUSEHOLD GOODS ON WAY
“TO SHERIFF'S RESIDENCE
IN THI5 CITY.

el

Sl,uzr‘iff Miller Moving to New Regi-
dence on Siate Street. CGives
L Office Fridoy-

Sheriff-elect and Mrs. Purple nre
busy this week hauling their house-
hold goods from Brulus to the sher-
iff's residence on Division street, and
My, and Mre. Miller are busy moving
their goods {0 thelr new home an
Stute strect. Both families expect
to have their poods- in their new
honies hefore tomorrow night.

. Mv. Purple stnrted from DBrutus
yesterday with four fjonds of goods
but some time later telephoned that
one lond had upset in the deop snow.

Sheriff Miller has but one more day
to werve, and will transfer the office
to Sheriff-clect Purple at midnight
Twidnv nioht. ‘

i

PR TR S o

Petoskey Evening News
Tea Table Talk, page 3
Saturday, January 1, 1921

—Mr, and *Mrs, Will Purple, of
Brutus, bave completed moving their
household goods to the sheriff’s resi-
deney on Division street, My, Purple
having wssumed the office of sherift
of Tmmet county today.

Petoskey Evening News
Monday, January 2, 1921, page 1

SHERIFF PURPLE
NAMES DEPUTIES

ANNOUNCES LIST OF MEN WHO
WILL AS31ST HIM IN
IS WORK,

i_i

Has Not Yet Avnounced Name of
His Undexsheriff. Says He
Will Do So Latey.

Sheriff Will 8. Purple, who staried
getive work in his new position Mon-
day, has announced the list of his
deputy -sheriffs but has not yeb an-
nounced who his.undersherift will be.
Saturday being New Year’s day and
yesterday being Sunday, the new
sheriff was net very busy during the
first two days of his terms,

The list of deputies foilows:
Robert L. Wolit, Petoskey.
C. . Culbert, Petoskey.
¢, B. Miller, Petoskey.
Trvine Crawford, Petoskey.
A. B. Krieger, PPetoskey.
8. L. Wisson, Petoskey.
W. H. Van Gorder, Pectoskey.
Harry Pokriefke, Harbor Springs,
.Louis Neuman, Alanson, ‘
Armout T\ Cope, Carp Lake.
Armouny T. Cope, Carp Lake.
Henry Gregory, Drutus

Alymer Pope, Oden.




Petoskey Evening News, pagel
February 26 1921
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'MAN WANTLn" ’mn BURGLARY
AND JA.IL. nnmmma IS

{.emp;o Nem, g“’hp ,nﬁoapcd ﬁom
the. lummet‘cc)unty }nil ‘in . 1929, ling
been . wtftlmn by Shorxﬂ Wil 8, Par-
ple ut Tt Piku, Ari anqns Ne.n' lmtt
en!latcd in: t}ze mmy zmtl woy' gne
tionvd ‘at ‘Tt P:ke when, ihe Enuet
cnunty sheriff m‘rlw.d upon the seene.

Noar and Roberb Jolmt.on ‘escaped
i‘rem :;a:l by sawmf-' i.he wmdow bars
with a hackisaw. ‘AL the time- it was
be}mvnd that, they we're  given assist-
anep {iom the outside, and an inves:
turqtmn of the . - eseape " 3vas, made
which lesli]l:oc! m one avvest, .

Jo}mson wns Tater mcnptmed by

Chatlds ‘B, }'s{ﬂlev,{who was sheriff-at
the time; but ‘for‘nume time no cluo
could ‘be 'ohtmncd as: to . thc whele-
abotltwoff Nem .
. Bheriff: Purple Tma spent conmdel-
able Lime on, the case; and by: Follow-
ing. up' every. x’wnilahlc trail, finglly
Iemnm! thint: the clw‘ive Nc-n “was in
the gervice at the x\lkmmus point,

In t)rdol to ohtain the custody of
Near it was ncc:(,'-sa:y to secure. the
consent of the secretary of war to
wlease the. calisted man to the eivil
nuthoutws, and nlso ‘to seeure the
proper e*ctmmtmn pnpms “from Cove
ernor Groesbeck’ wlneh would bo houﬂ
ared by the govcmor of Arkansne,

The legnl formalitigs weve success
fully complied with, and Sherif¥ Pul-—

ple is e*qmutod to lnnd his man in the!
b

mmntv 3m1 cmly the oomil.g waek,

Petoskey Evening News, page 1
Monday, February 14, 1921

LOGAL WO
SHODTS PADILE

MR5. CORNELL, EMMET STREET
REPORTS HAVING WOUNDED
 NEGRO SI_JNDAY MORNING.

Tella Sheriff Purple that Walter Ban
nister Broke Into Hey Home and
That 5hke Usad Resolver.

Mrs. BErnest -A. Cornell, Soul
Emmet street, reported to Hherif
Will Purple Monday - forenoon tha
she had ghot  and :badly wouundes
Walier Bannister, o negru, when th
latter brokoe into htar_ home al abou
2 n, m, Sunday, 'and tried to breal
into her.bedroom.

She declared. that late in 'the nigh
she heard some one in the basement
and that the person soon eame to the
mauin {loor of the house She called
asking the party to halt and gelting
N0 responss opened’-ﬁre At the firs
shot she heard a scream and the mar
fell to the ﬂoar. A neighbor was
called to the scene and the man alb
lowed to get to his pwn home at 214
Wesley sireet. :

She did not Yeport the affair Sun-
day but by Monday she had become
very nervous and expxessed fear ol
being urrested for having shot the
muan, reported the case to the sheriff.

Sheriff Purple visited Bannister al
hizc home and found that the bullet
hal piereed the man’s stomach., 8o
far he has not been placed under ar-
rest.



Petoskey Evening News, page 1
Thursday, October 13, 1921
Price three cents, Newsboy five cents

SHERIFF PURPLE GETS READMOND
BOOZE MAKER
OFFICERS RAID FARM HOME
IN READMOND TOWNSHIP
AND GET BOOZE

Paul Krystoff Placed in County Jail
to Face Charge of Violating
Liquor Law

The farm home of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Krystoff, in
Readmond Township, was raided Wednesday by
Sheriff Purple and a force of deputies and a
complete stifl, a quantity of mash, and several
quarts of moonshine found.

Krystoff was placed under arrest on a charge of
manufacturing moonshine and will likely be given a
hearing before Judge W.R. Montgomery within a
short time. He is being held in the Emmet County
Jail.

Woman Destroys Evidence

Sheriff Purple reports that when the officers
entered the home Mrs. Krystoff rushed in a
cupboard and seized four quarts of moonshine,
breaking the bottles on the floor. The officers halted
the work of destruction in time to save two bottles
of the stuff.

Tt was the opinion of the officers that the couple
cooked their mash on the kitchen stove as no other
place was discovered. In the equipment found was a
good sized copper worm used in the manufacture of
moonshine, about 30 gallons of mash, and the
bottles of the finished product.

PR

Petoskey Evening News, page 1
February 28, 1921

—HREPNT PUTpIe  arnmved  neme
Sundny morning with George Newr
from Fort Pike, Ark., whore Near
was serving in_the U8 prmy.,

Petoskey Evening News
Friday October 28, 1921

—Sherilf Purple, specinl state Of'ii
ficer Haurry Gardner and a foree of|
deputy sherifis made @ raid in Pleas-
antview  township Thursday and
found n quantity of mash being pre-
pared for moonshine. Fire under the
cooking kettle had, been destroyed
and the still and othér eqguipment had
heen removed only a foew hours be-
fore the officers arrived. The mash
and barrels, ete., werd destroyed.

ek ook ok Rk ko

Levering Local
Thursday, October 20, 1922

Petoskey-—The farm home of Paul Krystuff in
Readmond Township, was raided by Sheriff Purple
and deputies last week and a still, a quantity of
mash and some moonshine were taken. Krystoff
was arrested and is being held.

dedkfefdhhhhhk

Petoskey Evening News
Thursday, December 29, 1921
Tea Table Talk

Sheriff Purple and Deputy Sheriff Harry
Pokriefke went to onia, Mich. Thursday with John
Macey and Fred Gasco, sentenced to the state
prison at the last term of Emmet County Circuit”
Court, the former for assault and the latter for
burglary.

PP T L

Petoskey Evening News, page 3
Thursday, April 21, 1921

—Sheriff Will 8, Purple reports
that during the first three and a half
months of his present term as sheriff
he has had more men call at the jail
secking a place to sleep than during
all the forty-eight months of hig two
previouns terms,




Petoskey Evening News, page 1
Monday. March 28, 1921

. SOBLIENSK]
UNDER ARREST
0B BURGLARY

ALLEGED TO HAVE TAKEN
FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS
FROM PELLSTON HOME.

Was Sélfﬁlnvited Guest of Joe Mol-
chun Who Reports Loss of
Money Sunday.

. Nick Soblienski is teday in the
eounty jail charged with taking sev-
eral hundred dollars from Joe Mol
chun, of DPeliston, early Sunday
morning. Molchun is employed in a
lumber camp at Pellston.

The yuick apprehension of Soblien-
ski was aceomplished as the result of
thorough co-operation of the city
pelice, the state police and the game
warden’s department, under the di-
rection of Sheriff Purple, By noti-
fying every public safety officer with-
in a large territory, Sheriff Purple
gpread a net which made it almost
impossible for Soblienski to escape.

Arrested at Levering.

When arrested at Levering by
Deputies Ed. Long and Frank Lloyd,
Soblienski was found to have nearly
five hundred dolars concealed in a
fold in bis shirt, At first he denied
having any considerable amoun{ of
money, but a forced search by the
officers disclosed the coneealed funds.

Soblienski attempted to escape
from the officers at Mackinaw City,
while temporarily detained at that
point, but was quickly subdued.’

Was Guest at Farty.

Molchun elaims to have lost about
$400 and Soblienski contends that a
part of the funds were his own prop-
erty.

SObllEﬂbkl asked to stay overnight
at the Molehun home and (was given
permission *to do so. Later in the
evening a party was in pzbgless to
which Soblienski was one of ithe par-
ticipants.  The funds W'EI‘L\ missed
Sundsy morning, Soblienski was 5US-
pacloned and hlS arrest fpllowed
guickly. o

He was bound over to th April
term of ecircuit court.



Petoskey Evening News
‘Tuesday, April 14, 1921, page 1

CAPTURE NEGRE

~ JMIL BREAKER

ROBERT  JOHNSON MAKES
HIS SECOND GETAWAY
MONDAY P. M.

Dodges Sheriff as Latter Makes
Rounds of Jall to Lock
‘Prisoners in Cells,

Robert Johnson, coloved, escaped
from the Emmet county jail Tuesday
night in & sensitional mannexr and en-
joyed a night’s liberty only to be ve-
turned to jail Wednésday morning.
Johnson eluded Sheriff Purple Tues-
day night when the sheriff went into
the jail to lock the prisoners in their
cells for the night and dodged out the
door of the inmer corridor and on
out of the jail building,

When My, Purple went to lock
Johnson in his cell he attempted to
throw a blanket over the sheriff’s
head, but failed. As he van through
the jail the sheriff pulled his pun
on him bul the mechanism failed to
work and the gun proved useless,

Home.made Kev Used.

Tohnshn was kept locked in the
inner eorridor of the jail but is be:
lioved to have fashloned a key and
to have secured help of a fellow pris-
oner in letting himself out into the
ouler corridor. ‘There he hid behind
the door. Sheritf Turple noticed thab
the door was not in its usual position
and attempted to adjust it. As he
did so he discovered Jolmsoh hidden
behind it. (

Mre. Purple wade g leap for thei
door lending to the jail kitchen and|
there agnin attempted to use his gun'i
but it failed. He followed the eseap-
ing prisoner through the sheriff's res-’
idence and out ncross the Lake streeb
porch. There he aguin attempted to,
work the gun but again it failed him,’
Charles Hitchings of the five depart-
ment saw the prisoner eseaping and
gave chase bub failed to overtake
him. : '
The sheriff then returned to the
juil to preveni other prisoners from
gscaping but Lhis had been prevented
by Mrs. Purple who with a wiclred
looking revelver had the men “cov
ered.”, : S

Found at Walloon Y.ake.

The sherilf, his deputics, eity po-
Jjee and a posse of cltizens seprehed
over the city and country. No trace
of the man wag found until Iater in
the night when Mr, Thomas, of the
Thomas Iotel, Walloon TLake, tele-
phoned that he had Johnson at that
point,  Johnson formerly was em-
ployed ut the Thomas Hotel as chef.
Sheriff Purple brought him back to
Peloskey Wednesday morning.

Johnson was recently convicted of
forgery, and this is the gecond Lime
he has eseaped from the Ewmmet
county jail. ;On the first escape he
‘made his getaway wilh George Near
‘and was ecaplured at Bikhart, Ind.
| Johnson was convicted at the present
iterm. of court and comes up before
Judge Shepherd fov sentence at an
early date.

P T A S

Petoskey Evening News, page 3
Saturday, April 30, 1921

~—Sheriff W. 8. Purple took George
Neap and  Joseph  Grobaski to the
Michigan state prisen at Iopia Salur-
day morning.



Petoskey Evening News
Friday, May 7, 1837

AS FLAMES DEVOURED THE PURPLE INN

All that remains of the famous Purple Inn at Brutus today
is a cellar full of broken debris and smoldering coals
following a fire which destroyed the Evans Store
and leaped across the street to burn the popular hostelry.
The picture shown above was taken about 11:00 a.m. yesterday
when the fire was at its height. Later the flames reduced the
wooden frame to ashes and each chimney fell.
The Inn had been operated by Mr. Nellie Purple
since early in the century. '



PURPLE INN IS DESTROYED BY FIRE
BLAZE WHIPPED ACROSS STREET BY
HIGH WINDS

Fire Starts in Quarters of Dan Evans Family
Adjoining Store
Three Fire Departments Called To Save
Other Buildings As Blaze Spread

Petoskey Evening News
Thursday, May 6, 1937, Page 1

The famed Purple Inn, popular Brutus hostelry
since the early days of the town, was destroyed by
fire this morning when a strong north wind whipped
flames across the street from the burning Evans
Store.

Starting in the living quarters of Mrs. Adele
Evans and her daughter, Jill, which adjoined the
store, the fire spread over the building so rapidly
that only the cash register was saved.

A strong wind blew the flames directly across
the street to the old Purple Inn, operated by Mrs.
Nellie Purple. Quickly organized volunteer crews
removed some of the furniture from the Purple Inn
but the building and much of the furnishings were
lost.

“There was angelfood cake in the oven and
chicken in the ice box all ready for the opening on
Sunday,” Mrs. Purple said. “We had just finished
placing the old home in the best shape it has ever
been, anticipating an outstanding season. ”

Mrs. Evans was working in the store when her
daughter called from the living quarters.

“I couldn’t run in there immediately because of
customers,” Mrs. Evans said. “Finally Jill came out
and said ‘Something terrible has happened in the
kitchen.”

“I ran into the kitchen and found the wall behind
the stove a mass of flames. It spread so rapidly we
couldn’t save a thing.”

“There had been a fire in the kifchen stove at
breakfast time but I had not touched it for at least
an hour and a half I don’t know how ihe fire
started on the wall.”

The Evans store was partially covered by
insurance, she said. Mr. Evans is working in
Detroit.

Mrs. Purple said her building was partially
covered by insurance.

The Alanson, Pellston and Petoskey fire
departments were called but could do nothing to

save the FEvans and Purple buildings. A bam
belonging to Jack Frye caught fire but crews
extinguished the blaze. All furnishings were
removed from other nearby buildings in fear the
blaze would wipe out the town. Combined efforts of
the fire departments and volunteers saved adj oining
buildings.

When the fire first broke out the wind was
directly in the north, threatening the Pennsylvania
Railway Station. Later it changed to the north-east
and spared the depot.

Mrs. Evans suffered a minor burn on her wrist
and scorched hair. The daughter, four and one-half
years old, was uninjured. They were taken to the
home of Mr. And Mrs. Fred Greiner.

In April, 1903, Mr. and Mrs. Will Purple came to
Brutus and purchased the Pier House, the town’s
hotel since the earliest days of the settlement. With
the exception of the years which Mr. Purple served
as sheriff and a few other short interruptions, the
Purple Inn had been a popular rendezvous for
diners. The fame of Mrs. Purple’s chicken dinners
was known throughout the county as more and more
visitors stopped there for meals.

Mtr. Purple was killed while sheriff in a gun
battle. Later Mrs. Purple re-opened the Inn and
entertained thousands each summer with her famous
dinners.
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The Petoskey Evening News
Friday, May 7, 1937

WILL GIVE BENEFIT TO HELP FAMILY

Residents of Brutus today took steps for the
relief of the Evans family who lost everything in the
fire which destroyed their store and the Purple Inn
at Brutus yesterday.

It was announced that the Maple River Grange
will stage a dance at the township hall at Brutus on
Saturday evening for the benefit of Mr. and Mrs.
Dan Evans and their child, Jill, 4.

The Evans lost everything that was in the store.
The child, who was barefoot at the time, found
herself without shoes or stockings as the fire
destroyed the living quarters adjoining the store.



EMMET COUNTY SHERIFF SHOT
WILL S. PURPLE KILLED BY FARMER

Attempt To Serve Papers On Wequetonsing Man
Is Fatal To Officer

Charlevoix Courier
September 12, 1923

The attachment of an automobile to satisfy a
circuit Court judgment was the excuse for the brutal
murder of Sheriff Will S. Purple, of Emmet County,
near Wequetonsing, last Wednesday afternoon.

Accompanied by Edward Pailthorp, son of a
Petoskey attorney, Sheriff Purple visited the farm
home of Joe Grosskopf, near the Wequetonsing golf
links, and, in attempting to serve his papers on
Grosskopf, received his death wound at the hands of
the latter. Several days previous, the sheriff had
made his first attempt to attach the car of the
Wequetonsing farmer and at that time Grosskopf is
said to have shown the officer a bill of sale of the
property, held by his wife. Mr. Purple is said to
have remarked that the writing on the bill of sale did
not appear to have been written any great length of
time, although it was dated several months
previous. On the Wednesday trip, he had planned to
seize the car to satisfy the judgment, leaving the
ownership of the property to be decided later.

Mt. Pailthorp, who accompanied the sheriff and
tells the story, says that on their arrival at the home
of Grosskopf the latter threatened the sheriff in case
he attempted to remove the car and finally ran into
the home, returning with a single barreled shotgun.
Pailthorp, fearing mischief, tried to get the sheriff
under cover and himself dodged around the side of
the house. He almost immediately heard a shot and
saw the sheriff fall. Although mortally wounded,
the officer managed to draw his automatic and open
fire on Grosskopf, all of his six shots taking effect.
The enraged farmer, however, managed to load his
gun a second time and his shot struck the prostrate
sheriff in the back of the head kiiling him instantly.
Grosskopf then turned his gun on Pailthorp who by
that time was running towards Wequetonsing for
assistance but missed him.

After reaching the golf clubhouse at
Wequetonsing and having telephoned Harbor
Springs and Petoskey authorities, Pailthorp returned
to the scene of the shooting, accompanied by some
of the golfers who happened to be around the

building and to whom he had explained the
situation. They found the sheriff dead and
Grosskopf still conscious but badly wounded. The
murderer’s first shot had taken the sheriff in the
abdomen, just below the ribs, a fatal wound in itself.
Bullets from the dead man’s automatic had pierced
Grosskopfs body in six places, two in the chest,
two in the right shoulder, one in the back of the
neck and one in the left hand. Tle was taken to the
Petoskey Hospital, the body of Mr. Purple being
removed to Harbor Springs where the inquest was
held on Wednesday evening.

Will S. Purple has been sheriff of Emmet County
for two full terms and part of another, He was one
of the best liked officers the county ever had. For
the last twenty-one years, he had resided at Brutus
and at Petoskey. At Brutus, the sheriff and his wife
operated the general store and hotel, which was
unusually popular with people of the region and the
summer tourists. Mr. Purple was born at Lowall,
Mich., in January, 1859. He was a member of the
Petoskey Elk and Masonic Lodges and attended the
First Presbyterian Church in that city.. D.H.
Hinkley, undersheriff, will be acting sheriff,
temporarily.

The second terrible crime of violence in the past
foew weeks. What are we coming to? Is capital
punishment the solution, or are we approaching an
era of vigilante rule?

Prosecuting Attorney, Wade B. Smith, of Emmet
County, has issued a warrant for Joe Grosskopf,
charging him with first degree murder. The latter
according to latest reports is hovering, between life
and death. He will be taken before a justice for
examination just as soon as physicians state that his
condition will permit his removal from the hospital.

Memo:

Joseph F. Grosskopf died September 15, 1923.
Burial at Holy Childhood Cemetery

Harbor Springs, Emmet County, Michigan
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COURT HONDRS
~ DEND SHERIFF

JUDGE FRANK SHEPHERD
CLOSES BUSINESS "FOR
TUESDAY AFTERNOON.

Memorial Presented by "Emmet Co.
Bar and Written Into Recards of
County. Copy to Widow.

Judge Frank Shepherd nrdered‘l
court adjourned for the day Tuesday
afternoon, as a mark of respect o'
the memory of Will S Purple, late -
sheriff of Emmet county.

The summary closing of court for
the day, was preceded by the presen-
inlion of a memorial prepared by o
special committee from the Emmetl
county bar, composed of C. J. Pail-
thorp, Wade B. Smith and B, 1. Hal-
stead. )

Follawing the reading of {he me-
motial, Judge Shepherd ordered it en-
tered at length on the junrnal of the
court and a certified copy given 1o
Nellie Purple, widow of the late
sheriff.

Attorneys Mesick, Keating, Miller
ard Shanahan, Couniy Clerk Madlem
and Judege Shepherd feelingly ex-
pressed their sense of personal” loss
of bothh a valued friend and eificient
CO-WOTKEr.

The memorial in full is published
clsewhere in this Issue.
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The following memorial was or-
dered spread at length on the county
records by Judge Shepherd Tuesdoy
afterncon, following whieh court was
ndjourned, for the da), as a maric of
respect for the late sheriff of Emmet
county, Will S. Purple.

In Memorimm:.

While in the immediate perform-
ance of official duty, Will 8. Purple,
sheriff of this county, met a tragic
and untimely death on the fifth Jday
of ithe present.month. Prepaving to
levy o writ of execution izsuéd out of
] justice’s court, involving a small sum
of imoney, he was slain by the de-
fen<dant in the execution.. Almost in
the twinkling of an eye thisa guiet,
considerate, genial and kindly oflicer,
representing in person the maojesty of
the-law, was removed from the astage
of - humain activity. So racently,
athrob with witality and well-being,
was he moving among us in the unovb-
trusive discharge of the duties of his
office that it is with diffieilty that we
are able to compel ourselves to ac-
cept as a fact that Iiis worl in our
midst is finished. That we shall long
reniember nnd mourn his passing, it
im nnnecesgary to say. -

wWill 8. Purple had a detinite and
comprehensive appreciation and con-
ception of the responsibilities of his
office. He realized in full measure
that he was the representative and
protagonist of organized society Iin
the ever present cqonifliet with vwvice
and lawlessness; that as he adminis-
tored his office well or ill, so should
human life. and womanly virtue be.
protected and defended, and the coni-
munity be made and kept a suitable
abiding place for men and women of
zood moryals and intentions. With
consummate couvrage and. coolness
and rare indgment he went anbout this
task. By inherent nature, as well as
by virtue of his office, he was an
enemy of crime. e spared no effoxt
in tracing and bringing to the bar of
justice affenders against the laws of
Lthe land. Yet, withal, he wai not the
ecnemy of any individuwal mman, no
matter how grievously errant. Like
the Master, “he knew what ~was in
man,”” and he never failed to remem-
ber that baclk of and nnderneathh the
misguided and migtalken foa of so-
ciety was a personality endowed by
the Creator with sympathies and fac-
ulties which, could they be awalened
and aroused Into activity, might serve
to regenerate and restore the unfoxr-
tunate victim to usefulness and ser-
vica to his fellowmen. Actuated by

ey e sl

this spirit of hopefulness and optine-
ism, he was ‘evey - considexrate and
thoughtful of those with- wheom " he
had to desl in the enforcement of the
laws enacted for the prevention and
punishment of crime.. ¥le spared the
use of force wherea poasibly avoid-
able. He caused no unnecessary hu-
miliation to those in his charge. ITe
resorted to no methods of doubtful
propristy in order to achieve convic-
tions. As a witness he was as frank
as to matters favorable to the accused
as he was honest and conscientious in
detailing the proofas  of criminality,
ani{l for this reason mo .member of
this bar ever felt justiffed in chal-
lenging the sincerity or Zood faith of
any action of this  officer ox» of his
testimony in any case. He was at
once faithful to the high traditions of
the ancient and - important office
whichh he filled and- teo the more
ancient and fundamental precepts of
the DMaster, through whose compas-
sion the repentant thief on the cross
was assured of the joys of pavadises’

A= members of this bar and as of-
ficers of this conrt and co-workers
with ouy departed friend in the =aad-
ministration - of justiceé, we grieve
that an able, honorable, efficient ally
has been so ruthlessly taken from ocux
ranks. We deplore. the prevalent
spirit of disregard for the Iaw and its
snstitutions which makes suach cerimes
as this one podsible, and -we here
pledge anew our fidelity to the main-
tenance oFf our system of goverii-
meont, in order that the blessinga of
liberty which have beemn baogueathec
to us by the forefathers may be
passed on animpaired to our poster-
ity, our children, with whose happi-
ness =and welfare we all ocught, at
least, to be more concerned than with
oy oWhn. .

We extend to the widow of our
friend our sincere sympathy in her
great personal bereavement, and as-
aure her that she -does not mouwn
alone.

The meombers of this commitiee rYe-
guast the court to - receive this mnie-
moxial as evidence of the esteem and
affection of this bar for WIill 5.
Yurple, not only as an officer of this
court but as o Man AMONE e, that
it be entered upon the jounrnal of this
court, and a certified copy thercof
transmitted by the clerk teo the be-
reaved widow,.’ ’

Q. J. Pailthorp,

Itenj. H. Halstead,

Wade DB. Smith,
Committec.



SHERIFF WILLIAM S. PURPLE
1869 -- 1923

Cheboygan Democrat
Thursday, September 6, 1923

EMMET COUNTY SHE. RIFF KILLED

Serving Papers on Farmer Has
Head Blown to Pieces

Sheriff Will Purple of Emmet County was shot
an killed at Harbor Springs yesterday afternoon at
about two o’clock by a farmer by the name of
Grossent living just outside the village beyond the
golf course. Sheriff Purple had gone to the man’s
farm to serve some papers and in the argument that
followed the farmer procured his shot gun and
aiming at Purple pulled the trigger, the shot taking
effect in the Sheriff’s side. Purple then drew his
revolver and opened fire on the enraged man,
slightly wounding him, as he advanced on him. The
farmer discharged his shot gun the second time at
Purple this time at close range, blowing his head to
pieces. The necighbors gathered on hearing the
shooting, Grossent begged to be taken care of and
he was rushed to the Petoskey Hospital. Purple is
well known and had been an efficient and capable
officer and was well liked. The terrible affair has
created great excitement in that section of the state.

{This article transcribed exactly as in Newspaper}

Sherift Will S. Purple
Emmet County Sheriff Department
End of Watch: Wednesday, September 5, 1923

PURPLE

WILL S. PURPLE
1869 - 1923

Greenwood Cemetery
Petoskey, Emmet County, Michigan
Section A, Block 112, Lot 12

Greenwood Cemetery Records
Find-A-Grave Records



NELLIE, {MIDGLEY} PURPLLE
1872 -- 1942

Born: February 1, 1872
Died: April 18, 1942

Age: 70 years

NELLIE PURPLE
1872 -- 1942

Greenwood Cemetery
Petoskey, Emmet County, Michigan

Section A, Block 112, Lot 12

Greenwood Cemetery Records

Petoskey Evening News
Monday, April 20, 1942

Mrs. Nellie' Purple
Dies Here Saturday

Mrs, Neltie Purple, owner and
manager of a ten koom business
here for many years, died vorg
unexpectedly Saturday afternoon
at her homo from a heart attack,
She was 70 years of age,

Mrs. Purple was born in Eng-
land, ffebruaty 1, 1872 and éame
to American with her purents, Mr.
and My, Samuel Midgley, in 1874,
$he fivst came to Ennnet county
in 1877, Sho married the late
Wil] Purple. While Mr, Purple
was sheriff she served as matron
of the counay juil and ulso us an
under sheriff, -

She pperated her first business.
ut Brutus, the former family
home. When her building theve
was destroyad hy-fire she_eane: [0
Petoskey and for several years hus
hud » place on Arlington avenue,
averlooking the Bay, '

She was o member of the First
Presbyterlun chureh, the Order
of Eastern Star, of Puuston,
White Shrine of Jernsclam, and of
the Rebekuhs.

Supviving her are her father,
Samuel Mideley' and s hrother,
Thomas Midgley of Hillsdale,
Michigan. Mr. and Mys Midgley
arrived here Sunday,

Tanersl sekvices will be held at
the Stone Funexal Home ub 4 o'~
clock “Tuesduy afternson, The
Rev. B, P. Linnell, pagtor of the
Pirst Presbytorian ghureh, will be
in charge, There will be an East-
ern Star gervice./ Burial will ke in

Greenwood.
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