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MCLAUGHLIN CO. MANUFACTURING PLANT

MCLAUGHLIN PLANT CONSTRUCTION

GETS GO AHEAD HERE
Scheduled to Open Aug. 1 with 35 New Jobs Here
Petoskey Development Corporation and McLaughlin Co.
last night reached an agreement for the building of the factory
here after opening alternate bids from the contractors.

Glenn Bain, president of the corporation, said the low bidder
was Barnes Construction Co. of Grand Rapids and the total
cost, including steel, site, architectural fees and incidentals
would be approximately $149,000.

Bains said this is considerably less than bids last week and
was reduced by a number of alternate proposals worked out
between Robert B, Ryan, vice-president of MeFLaughlin, and
Pete Van Patten of I & G Daverman & Co., Grand Rapids
and Petoskey architects, “Everybody has gone all out for us in
getting this plant started,” Ryan said after the session ended.
“We're very happy to be able to gel started.” Deadline for
completion is still August 1.

Barnes is currently building the addition to Little Traverse
Hospital.

Next steps according to Bain are to complete the necessary
legal papers which is being done by Attorney Jack Clark
who is a member of the corporation, has handled all work up
to now. After the phase has been completed, it is planned to
conduct a fund drive to sell five per cent interest notes to the
people here. Ed Mitten will be chairman of this drive.

The 20,000 Square foot plant will be built on a land contract
for MeLaughlin Co. by Petoskey Development Corporation
on the former practice field on Standish Ave. It will be near
where the Ogleshy Plant is going into production which is
also being financed by the Petoskey Corporation, a non-profit
group of civil lenders bringing industry to Petoskey.

McLaughlin Co, expects to employ 35 men, will make
patented fasteners weld nuts, clinch nuts and clips for the
entirc auto industry. The firm has operated a plant at
Farmington for 12 years.

On June 3, bids were opened and caused some consternation
because they were higher than anticipated. Since, then several
meetings have been held and alternate proposals were
prepared for new building which brought the bids down to an
acceptable point.

One other bid was received yesterday which was somewhat
less than the accepted bid but it was decided to proceed with

those who had bid earlier.
Extracted Petoskey News-Review, June £0, 1958

PETOSKEY PLEASES MCLAUGHLIN CO.
“Couldn’t Have Picked Betfer Spot”

The recently completed Petoskey manufacturing plant of the

McLuaghlin Company has already reached a full production

status, months ahead of schedule, it was announced by Frank

McLaughlin, president of the Detroit-area firm, The company

produces fastening devices and nut assemblies.

McLaughlin added, “When it became apparent that we were
out growing our Detroil quarters, we conducted quite q search
to find the right new location. We considered many sites here
in Michigan and also out of state. Petoskey was our final
choice and I can’t see how we could have picked a better spol.
The local labor we have laken on are proving real assels fo
the company. And the supervisory and engineering staff we
moved from Detroit are enthusiastic about the community and
the people. We were really made welcome and the Northern
Michigan coniractors did a real job for us in geiting the plant
built and ready jfor production. We even expanded the
manufacturing area by 40 percent since the original Petoskey
plant was started last summer.” General contractor for the
plant was Barnes Construction Company of Grand Rapids.

MecLaughlin went on to say, “Michigan is, and should be an
attractive area for industry. We have everything here, the
knowhow, good labor, transportation, resources and
strategically located fo the big marketplace and I'm glad we
stayed. We sold the Deiroit plant without any real trouble, so
we 've plenty of company in betting on Michigan's future.”

The new plant has over 35,000 sq. ft. of floor space and a two
shift operation, employs some 50 production people. It is a
modern one story building on a five acre site on Standish
Ave., One mile from the center of the thriving out state city of
Petoskey. The McLaughlin Company also maintains general
offices and a sales organization of 212 Taiking Bldg,
Birmingham, The two locations ate in constant contact by
teletype-writer so that received orders are in production
control schedules almost immediately.

Much of the production facilities for the company’s line of
weld and clinch nuts and other fasteners were moved from
McLaughlin’s former Detroit plant. However, considerable
new equipment {mostly light and heavy duty presses} was
purchased to meet new development demands that pushed the
major expansion plans of the company.

McLaughlin’s president concluded with, “The company for
over 12 years has been almost solely involved with one
indusiry, the automotive. This tough competitive field has
taught us much and we intend to hold and better our position
in it. But, what we now know about assembly fastening is
merchandisable in other fields, appliances, aircraft and
missiles and others. Soon we intend to broaden our present
steel products with aluminum and stainless steel counterparis
for these applications. The production efficiency of this
specially designed plant improved our competitive position so
that we can go after the new markets and we intend to.”
Extracted Petoskey News-Review, March 30, 1959
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MCLAUGHLIN CO. MANUFACTURING PLANT

MCLAUGHLIN TURNS OUT A MILLION NUTS A
DAY FOR THE AUTO INDUSTRY

One million nuts a day are being produced for the auto
industry by the McLaughlin Company’s Petoskey Plant.
Gardner Carpenter, night superintendent told Petoskey
Kiwanians yesterday.

This is in two eight hour shifts, On a three shift basis the plant
could turn out three million per day, if it had orders. Earlier in
the winter there were 40 employees at the Petoskey plant but it
has been reduced to 30. Production depends on how the auto
industry goes.
Praise Workers Here

Carpenter praised the workmen at the plant here. “We have
had good labor relations in Petoskey. Managemen! and labor
work well together at owr plant.”

During a question and answer session following a tour of the
plant Carpenter was asked what advantage or disadvantage
there was in moving a plant here such as McLaughlin did
under coniract with Petoskey Development Corporation a
few years ago. ‘

The labor savings in dollars and cents per hour cannot be
absorbed by the additional freight costs, he said, the difference
can come in the production of labor and in the willingness of
workers to do a job as has been the experience here,
Automation

Carpenter also spoke of automation and told how one man
can operate equipment turning out 1,100pieces per minute and
the only parts touched by hand are those not passing
inspection which are pulled off.

During the tour, Kiwanians saw a battery of four nut formers
operated by one man which turned out 18,000 weld nuts for
autos every 17 minutes. Other machines twn out 1,000 an
hour.

Automation is not new to industry Carpenter said. This has
been {unreadable} many plants for more than {unreadable}
and the extent depends on {unreadable} unit cost to remain
competitive. He told of the bidding that goes on between
plants such as McLaughlin. Fisher Body of General Motors
is one of their largest customers and he said among the other
large buyers are American Motors and General Electric Co.

Kiwanians saw the tool room assembly line, magnetic belts,
and the many and the many machines in the 30,000 square

foot plant located on Standish Ave.
Extracted Petoskey News-Review March 1962
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