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The Emmet County Genealogical Society meets at 6:30 p.m. on the first Tuesday of every month at the American Legion Hall,                  Weaver Lindemuth Post 194, 455 Bay Street, Petoskey, MI.                             (1/2 block up from Stafford’s Perry Hotel) Please use side door entrance.

Our meetings are always open to the public. 
Upcoming meetings:
September 2, 2025
October 7, 2025
November 4, 2025







Hello!

       Hello there! My name is Keith Greenwald and I am the new editor of the Quest. I have been a club member for five years and I honestly say it has been well worth the $15.00 annual dues. I have learned many research tips from other members and have enjoyed some interesting guest speakers. At our monthly meetings, after we finish the business items, we have sharing time. Members are welcome to present old photos, clippings or share research findings that are of interest to the group. I have learned a lot about the history of the area and what life was like when my ancestors were living here.

       Where did our summer go? For Jan and me, it seemed to fly by so fast. It was a warm one with sufficient rainfall that made our lawn and garden really thrive. I thought it was unusual that we had adequate moisture to keep our lawn from turning brown like it does most years. But I love fall! The cooler temperatures, harvest, the beautiful colors, hunting and of course football! We like to travel in the fall and are planning a trip to Missouri in September or October.



Wanted: Your photos, stories, and articles!

This is our society’s newsletter so you are welcome to contribute articles or photos I could use. You can bring them to one of our meetings, email them to me or send them regular mail. emmetcogensociety@gmail.com or Keith Greenwald, 415 Meadow Lane, Petoskey, MI 49770.



Website News

Have you visited our website recently? Did you know that it contains 20 links to other free websites to help you in your family history research? It has been interesting to see who has been using our website. Each month, as website manager, I receive a report from our host company showing how many people have visited our site and where they are from. During the past 90 days, we had sixty-seven visitors of which fifty were first-timers. Of the sixty-seven, fifty-eight were from the U.S., three were from China, three were from Bangladesh and one was from the Philippines. 




Oktoberfest Trivia
Prince Regent Ludwig of Bavaria (who became King Ludwig I) and Princess Therese of Saxony-Hildburghausen were married on 12 October 1810. The wedding celebration took place in a meadow which was later named Theresienwiese (Therese’s meadow) in honor of the bride. It featured a horse race though no beer tents or fairground rides. But a good time was had by all and so Oktoberfest was born. Today it is a two-week long festival, beginning in September (September 18 this year) and ending on the first Sunday in October. The September opening means warmer weather and longer days which contribute to the comfort and pleasure of visitors. But the Münchners don’t call it Oktoberfest, but Wiesn or Oide Wiesn. Wiese being the word for meadow, and Oide indicating old. Today the Oide Wiesn is a separate festival that emphasizes the traditional character of the Oktoberfest with brass music and historical attractions. Though Munich is the traditional center of Oktoberfest, you can often find local celebrations, especially as sponsored by Germanic groups or restaurants. And in any event, you can enjoy a Wiesnherz or meadow-heart, an often elaborately decorated Lebkuchen (gingerbread cookie) with its traditional heart shape and sweet sayings.
The Sacramento German Genealogy Society
Der Bote, The Messenger   September 2023,  https://sggs.us


                 Widen the Search Area
It is important not to limit the geographical extent of our search for records. It may seem unlikely for our horse and buggy, shanks, mare ancestors to have attended a church twenty miles away from their home, or meet a spouse two counties apart, but such things did happen more often than you think. Also keep in mind that in the early years of settlement in a new area, the population might be so thin that a single minister served several congregations in a large circuit, so the records for a wide region might be found together. 

The Rosco Flatfoot, August 2025
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   Remembering Kim
[image: Obituaries in Petoskey, MI | The Petoskey News-Review]


Kim Morgan passed away on February 20, 2025.
Kim was active in our society for over eighteen years. 
She served as an officer, managed the website and newsletter, 
and oversaw our cookbook sales. She will be missed dearly.
Funds we received as memorials for her 
were given to the Alanson Beautification Center (Hillside Gardens).
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The 10 Things to Know About

Every Person in Your Tree

From Family History Daily - Genedalogy Research Made Simple

While we may not have the time to locate every possible fact for every person in our tree, there are some
details we should always prioritize. This handy checklist will help you stay on track. You muy download as many
copies as you need and use them to record research progress for individuals in your tree. When recording the
facts suggested in this list, also note additional associated details and family members’ names found on the
records you uncover.

For more help finding record collections that contain these facts explore the many free resources on Family.
History Daily, we have articles covering most of these topics. You'll find a great deal of help for where and how
to locate this information in our Master Genealogy, Solve It! and Secrets to Free Genealogy courses as well. Find
them at LearnFamilyHistory.com.

Name of Individual Being Researched:_]

] Birth Details: Note the exact date and location of birth, as well as any details/family names noted on
associated records. Try to find the hospital or home address where the person was born.

Records to look for: birth certificate, baptism, christening or other religious birth record, newspaper
announcement of birth, marriage and death records, census or population records, family-specific
history books

| Marriage and Divorce Details: Include the date and location of marriage for each spouse of your ancestor,
as well as any divorces. Include as much information as possible about the details of the ceremony such
as the exact location, religious elements, witnesses and those in attendance - or reasons for divorce.

Records to look for: certificate of marriage, religious record of marriage ceremony, newspaper
announcement of ceremony or divorce, census or population records that contain marriage and
spouse information, death records, divorce records, family-specific history books

Death Details: Document the date and place of death, cause of death (if known), and the age at death to
understand health history.

Records to look for: death certificate, census mortality schedules, burial records, obituary,
newspaper articles regarding death, family-specific history books

| Burial Information: Note the cemetery and plot location, as well as lnscrlptlons and symbols on the
gravestone that might indicate affiliations or beliefs.

’f:@ 2025 FamilyHistoryDaily.com
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Records to look for: death certificate, census mortality schedules, burial records, obituary,
newspaper articles regarding death, Find a Grave photos, family-specific history books

Religious Affiliation: Determine their religion, the church(s) they attended, and significant religious events
and ceremonies they participated in.
A}

Records to look for: birth, marriage, death and burial records, census or population schedules,
newspaper announcements, religious records, wills and probate records, family-specific history
books

Occupational Information: Record their career or trade, any significant projects or roles, and how their
occupation influenced their life and family.

Records to look for: census or population records, marriage and death records, obituaries or
newspaper announcements and articles, school records, service records, city directories

Service Records: include draft details, enlistment date, service duration, rank, battles participated in, and
any recognitions or medals received as well as disability and pension details when available.

Records to look for: draft registration records, military service records, service pension applicatiorns,
death records, obituary and newspaper articles, family-specific history bocks

Residences: Document all known residences, including addresses, the length of time they lived at each
location and whether the residence was owned or rented.

Records to look for: birth, marriage and death records for person, parents, spouse children and
siblings, census or population schedules, obituary and newspaper announcements, burial records,
draft and military records, city directories, family-specific history books

Migration Patterns: Track movements from one place to another, reasons for moving such as economic
opportunities, job changes or family ties, and how these moves affected their life.

- Records to look for: birth, marriage and death records for person, parents, spouse children and
siblings, census or population schedules, obituary and newspaper announcements, burial records,
draft and military records, city directories, family-specific history books

Community Involvement: identify roles in locai organizations, political positions, or activities in community
events to understand their social context and network, as well us their day-to-day life and character.

Records to look for: newspaper announcements, society pages, newspaper articles, obituaries,
legal documents, family-specific history books

Bonus: Record All Relationships for Direct Ancestors

If the person being researched is someone you are directly descended from you should take the
time to record all of their direct relatives. Take the time to find and record all spouses or partners
of ancestors, their children, siblings, siblings’ spouses and chiidren. Making sure that you do so will
lead to richer, more productive research now and in the future and ensure you don’t miss records
or important facts.

'F(.c’) 2025 FamilyHistoryDaily.com
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Date:

10. Guardian of underage person or
minor

11. an account of the descent of a
person, family, or group from an
ancestor or from older forms

12. Identifies a woman’s maiden name

13. Person who has died

14. Same location. ldentifies a
document that has already been
quoted

Word Bank

Ancestry Genealogy
- Dower Relict

Estate Issue

Decedent Grantee

purchase, gift or request

Down

1. persons initiating or comprising a
line of descent ,
2. Died without leaving a will

3. The hlstory of the family members
in a person’s past espeCIally when it is
good or impressive

6. The total property held by an
individual and available after death

7. A person below the age
designated as adulthood

8. Individual who sells or gives
property to another person

9. Used in dates for next, usually
refers to the following month

16. your brother or sister

18. Share of husband’s real estate to
which the widow is entitled

Name:
Genealogy Terms
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