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Komments from Keith:
By the time you receive this newsletter, you will have finished Thanksgiving (hope you had a great one) and are making plans for Christmas. Our Christmas will be a quiet one this year as our son, his wife and our grandkids traveled from  their home in North Carolina and spent Christmas with us last year. Do you have a natural or an artificial tree? This will be our third year with an artificial tree. (Sorry tree farmers) We  enjoy its beauty even though it is a little tricky to put up and  we must find room in our basement for the big box after Christmas.
Have you made any new genealogy discoveries or learned any tips to help you complete your family tree? We enjoy sharing these at our monthly meetings. Recently, I attended an online seminar on how AI (artificial intelligence) such as CHAT gpt or Gemini might help someone decipher the old German handwriting. If I learn how to use it well enough, I may present it at one of our meetings.
We strive to feature a guest speaker, video, or online program at the majority of our meetings. At our October meeting, we watched a video on Farm Life in Baden, Germany in the 1800’s from Family Tree Tours. It was very interesting.
We have cancelled our meetings for January, February, and possibly March. Stay safe and warm.

Have a blessed Christmas and a Happy and Healthful New Year!

Keith Greenwald
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Komments from Keith:

By the time you receive this newsletter, you will have finished Thanksgiving (hope
you had a great one) and are making plans for Christmas. Our Christmas will be
a quiet one this year as our son, his wife and our grandkids traveled from their
home in North Carolina and spent Christmas with us last year. Do you have a
natural or an artificial tfree? This will be our third year with an artificial tree. (Sorry
tree farmers) We enjoy its beauty even though it is a little tricky to put up and
we must find room in our basement for the big box after Christmas.

Have you made any new genealogy discoveries or learned any tips to help you
complete your family tree2 We enjoy sharing these at our monthly meetings.
Recently, | attended an online seminar on how Al (arfificial intelligence) such as
CHAT gpt or Gemini might help someone decipher the old German handwriting.
If | learn how to use it well enough, | may present it at one of our meetings.

We strive to feature a guest speaker, video, or online program at the maijority of
our meetings. At our October meeting, we watched a video on Farm Life in
Baden, Germany in the 1800's from Family Tree Tours. It was very interesting.

We have cancelled our meetings for January, February, and possibly March.
Stay safe and warm. ~

Have a blessed Christmas and a Happy and Healthful New Year!

Keith Greenwald
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What is Boxing Day?

Have you ever wondered what this day is all about? Is it a day to celebrate the sport of
boxing across the globe? Or is it the traditional day that people box up unwanted gifts and
return them to the store? Let's see.

Boxing Day is believed to have begun in the United Kingdom. In 19""-century Victorian
England servants in wealthy households were required to work on Christmas Day to serve
their master’s elaborate feasts and festivities. The following day, December 26, was |
designated as their day off, allowing them time to visit their own families. Before they left,
their émployers wo'uld give each servant a Christmas Box containing gifts, money (a holiday
bonus), and sometimes leftovers from the Christmas dinner, in recognition of their service
throughout the year. ' |

Another popular theory traces the name to church tradition. During the Advent season,
churches would place a sealed “alma box” by the entrance to collect special monetary
donations for the poor. On December 26, which is also the Christian Feast of Saint Stephen
(known for his acts of charity), the boxes were opened and their contents were distributed
among the poor and needy parishioners. This charitable act is mentioned in the Christmas
carol, Good King Wenceslas.

5

The tradition in Germany and Scandinavia has always been to consider the 26 as an
extension of the Christmas holiday often called Second Christmas or Zweiter
Weihnachtsfeiertag. (not called boxing day) It has long been a Christian feast day
dedicated to Saint Stephen, the first Christian martyr, known for his acts of charity. One old
German tradition connected to St. Stephens Day involved horses being ridden around
inside the church during services!

Today in Germany, December 26 is a public holiday, which means almost all businesses,
banks, and stores are closed. The focus of the day is on rest, quiet times, and another targe
meal often with leftovers from the previous day Also, visiting friends and relatives instead
of shopping and sporting events.

Do you celebrate Boxing Day or Second Christmas? | remember my father telling me that
our family used to celebrate Second Christmas as a tradition that our ancestors brought
over from Germany. Though we no longer observe Second Christmas, sometimes famlly
who cannot come on the 25™, join us on the 26th for another round of gifts and dinner.”
Sounds good to me!
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Wet blanket is a term that comes from the London
stage Before electricity, the stage lights were candles
or gas light, both flammable and dangerous. The
London Fire code in 1850 required soaking wet blan-
kets to be available in the stage wings to throw over
burning performers in the event that a fire broke out.

During the American Civil War, the Confederate ar-
my had all the cotton it needed for uniforms, but no
opium to kill the pain of its wounded. The Union on
the other hand had plenty of opium but no cotton. So,
throughout the war the north and south exchanged
opium for cotton.

Scottish warriors once wore diamond shaped silver

| buttons on their kilts to ensure a proper burial if they |

died on foreign soil. The button’s value covered the
cost. Such buttons still appear on the Highland dress
today, but only for decorative reasons.

The first American Christmas tree can be credited to a
Hessian soldier by the name of Henrick Roddmore,

i who was captured at the Battle of Bennington in

1776. He then went to work on the farm of Sanuel
- {Denslow in Windsor Locks, Connecticut, where for
¢ the next 14 years he put up and decorated Christmas

{ Trees in the Denslow Family Home. In 1851 a Penn-

| sylvanian named Mark Carr, hauled two ox sleds

I loaded with Christmas trees from the Catskill Moun-

| tains to the sidewalks of New York City and estab-

| lished the first retail Christmas Tree Lot. President

| Franklin Pierce was the first president to set up a

| Christmas Tree in the White House and it was Calvin
| Coolidge who established the National Christmas

| Tree Lighting Ceremony. The first lights were sold in
| New York City in 1882.

The ancient romans gave each other gifts on the cal-

| ends (first day) of J anuary and spread the custom

| throughout the empire. Eventually, when Christians

| established December 25 as the day of nativity the

| Feast of the Epiphany was celebrated commemorating
| the manifestation of Jesus’ divine nature to the Magi.

As many MINCE pies as you taste at Christrmas, num-

| bers the happy months you will have.

;@ Co 97L

The first American to prmt and sell Chrlstmas Cards
was Louis Prang of Roxbury, Massachusetts in 1875.
President Dwight D. Eisenhower is credited with
sending out the first “official” Christmas card from
the White House.

December s from the Latin word decem, “ten” be-
cause this had been the tenth month of the early Ro-
man Calendar.

Fog-proof your mirrors and inside of your wind-
shields with shaving cream. Spray and wipe it off
with paper towels.

Gently rub a small, moistened, cloth bag of iodized
salt on the outside of your windshield to prevent ice
and snow from sticking.

The Old Farmer's Almanac founded in

1792has announced that its

2026 issue will be the final edition, and it will cease
publication after 224 years.

Robert B. Thomas a
bookseller, schoolteach-
er, and amateur astrono-
mer living near Boston,
founded the Farmer’s
Almanac (the Old was |
added in 1832.) His mot- |
to was “We must strive |
always to be useful, with §
a pleasant degree of hu- |
mor.” Thus began a
North American institu-
tion that became an in- = |
dispensable reference for §
generations of Ameri- |
| cans. In 2026, after 224
years the OLD FARMER’S ALMANAC will cease
publication.
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CONFERENCE The 2026 NGS Family Hlstory Con- B
ference will be held 27-30 May 2026, in Fort Wayne, |
Indiana. In recognition of the Sem1qu1ncentenn1al
Anniversary of the signing of United States Declara- |
tion of Independence on 4 July 1776, our theme is |
America at 250. The conference will shine a light on |
the stories, communities, and research strategies that §
help us understand the nation’s past. It also will fo- §

cus on how genealogists can preserve our family his- |
tories for the future. Watch for registration to open a |

little later this year. /conference.ngsgenealogy.org

NEWS FROM THE NATIONAL
| GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY:

NEW CO-EDITOR: Diane MacLean Boume-
not, CG®, is the new co-editor of National Genea-
logical Society Quarterly (NGSQ), succeeding Mar- |
garet R. Fortier, CG, who has served as co-editor for |
the past three years. Diane will begin working along- |
| ~ side co-editor Mary Kircher Roddy, CG, on
| @ NEW GENEALOGY INSTITUTE : Family Locket the NGSQ in January 2026. Welcome Diane!
|- Nicole Dyer and Diana Elder - have announceda ~ GENTECH TOOLBOX!: The workshop for De-
| new genealogy research institute, and their first cember will be "Airtable Essentials for Genealo-
| course offering, "Merging and Separating Identities”  gists" with Toolmaster Amberly Beck, AG. Like all |
| with Jan Joyce, AG, CG, CGL, is designed for inter-  of the GenTech Toolbox workshops, space is limited |
mediate to advanced researchers. The course will for the live event, but you may also purchase live +
begin on Aprll 30, 2026, and continue Weekly until recordlng’ or recordlng Only EES /I WWW. ngs geneal_ 5

June 11. See their website for more details https // ng Org/gentechtoolbOx/alrtable essentials/
| familylocket.com/the-rlp-institute-launches- w1th- :

{identity-resolution-course/

Recordings are still available for the November
workshop with Cyndi Ingle, "Organizing Your

| @ ROOTSTECH SESSION PREVIEW: Rootstech has Data, Files, and Research Life"_and other past
| posted a "sneak peek” of all the new sessions that workshops. Details for upcoming and past programs, |
t will be at RootsTech in 2026. Going through this list at https://pxl.to/N GSGenTechToolbox
1 and planning the courses you're interested in is like [ routmtion.
| going through the Sears Wish Book as a kid! The

| classes all list whether they are scheduled to be in-

| person or online, but also says that "this list changes
| frequently” so be sure to recheck closer to RootsTech
| before you get your heart set on a schedule. https:/
| www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/schedule

| @ FREE NEW ENGLAND TOWN GUIDES: Ameri-
f can Ancestors is offering free downloads of their

| Town Guides for Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and

' New Hampshire. The guides include names of towns,
| their date incorporated, the names of their 'parent'

| town, and more. If you research in these states, these
| guides are a really helpful addition to your toolbox!

' Download your copy at the following links: Rhode

| Island Town Guide, Massachusetts Town Guide,

| New Hampshire Town Guide.
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