ERNEST HEMINGWAY

Television Mini-Series on life of Hemingwdy
Film crew taping in Petoskey. 1987




Hemingway s Michigan Home
Welcomes A Film Crew

September 13, 1987 | By Ann Carolan.

" “Shortly before Labor Day, the quiet resort town of Petoskey, Mich.,
was invaded by a film erew, which had come to town to tape scenes
for a television mini-series on the life of Ernest Hemingway.

Rumors about the production had circulated for weeks, and seemed to
have some validity.

Hemingway s family summered not far from Petoskey and the
Northern Michigan area was the setting for some of Hemingway s
fine, early short stories. Nevertheless, most residents greeted the idea

However, when the locals learned that casting directors had camped
at the Perry Davis, Petoskey s turn-of-the-century hotel, and were
hiring extras for an elaborate wedding scene that would be filmed in
the Bayview neighborhood, they descended in droves.

The mini-series (now scheduled for six hours, with talk of extending it
to eight hours) stars Stacy Keach as Ernest Hemingway, Priscilla
s Pointer

(Stephen Spielberg *s mother-in-law) as Ernest s domineering
mother, Josephine Chaplin as Hemingway 's first wife, Stuart
Whitman as the senior Hemingway, and Eric Elierman as young
Ernest.
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The series, based on Carlos Baker s biography, has followed
Hemingway s life through seven countries: Switzerland, Ttaly, France,
Spain, Kenya, Puerto Rico and the United States.

Entire families were hired for the Petoskey filming. Young cherub-
faced boys dressed in knickers and sailor shirts were instructed to act
naturally, and they upstaged many older wedding guests with their
antics: chasing the wedding car down the road or wrestling with each
other as boys so often do at such affairs.

Ladies in their 40s were bedecked in antique lace, chiffon and glass
beads, with turn-of-the-century, wide-brimmed flowered hats. Several
neighborhood women watching in antique rockers from their
gingerbread porches looked so Victorian-natural, they were mcluded

in the scene.

After casting, Petoskey residents lined up inside Hitchcock Hall for
costume fitting and hairstyling. (* *Hair was short in back in the
‘208, " said the hairstylist.)

"' Did they hire any of the children for speaking parts?** whispered a
shy parent.

""No, ™" came the reply, **a 9-year-old was called up from Texas to
play Hemingway as a 6-year-old, catching a 2-foot pike."*

" "But Hemingway was a trout fishermen! " " retorted an indignant
listener.

On it went throughout the steamy afternoon. Eager parents sat in

*folding chairs against the walls, sneaking an occasional picture or
cautiously venturing forward to the dressing area, only to be turned
back by a very tired wardrobe director. Rented wardrobe from the
1920s hung in racks throughout the huge room.

Throughout the production, the German designer, Barbara Baum, has
insisted on authenticity. The period costumes are correct to the
smallest detail. Many costumes for the wedding scene were found in
London. The principal actor *s clothing are all hand-made originals
fashioned from 1900s materials and notions discovered by Baum at a
small antique shop outside London.
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Hemingway lived an adventurous life. He drew from a deep well of
experience to write such great works as * “The Sun Also Rises" " and
*“The Old Man and the Sea.” * To film such an extravagant life, the
production company has staged bullfights and filmed lions on an
African safari.

While in Petoskey, Stacy Keach seemed to exhibit some of
Hemingway s gentle strength and good manners, greeting bystanders,
posing for pictures and maintaining his poise amid the confusion of
stalled Model T"s and growing crowds of admirers.

Stuart Whitman, too, mixed with townsmen, exchanging fish stories
with locals with no trace of Hollywood pretense.

Why such presence in little Petoskey? Producer Linda Marmelstein
chose Bayview for its Victorian authenticity. Like Garrison Keillor's
* “town that time forgot, * Bay View inhabitants seem to live in the

past.

Victorian homes are carefully preserved and change is slow. The
condominiums that line neighboring towns are few and far between.

Bayview is a community dedicated to historical preservation where
Michigan Methodists get away from the * “stress and distress of the
day. ALY

Queen Ann Victorian cottages line the winding streets circulating
around a central hub of large, stately 3- and 4-story buildings, which
house summer music, dance and theater classes.

Soaring violin strains harmonize with operatic arias from gingerbread
Victorians that rival those in San Francisco. To walk through Bayview
on a summer s eve is pass back in time to another, more graceful era.

Each of these buildings became central locations for the movie
company, one for wardrobe, another for makeup. Epworth House, with
its gracious wide porch, was used as a setting for the wedding,

It is no coincidence that Hemingway found spiritural and creative
inspiration in Northern Michigan. The sublime, romantic
characteristics of small-town ~ “Victoriana " " still permeate the air:
sunsets cast golden threads across the horizon, the crystal waters teem
with the trout Hemingway so loved to fish.




By BOB CLOCK

News-Rewew staff Writer -

Producer Llnda Marmelstem and, the entire productmn crew of
the upcoming TV miniseries “Hemingway” would like to keep alow
profﬂe while filming in Petoskey.,

- But that's pretiy hardto do when your arfival is announced by a
mei;z‘opohtan newspaper; as it was in the Defroit Free Presson
Friday and.when nitmerous area remdents have a part m the.

production.

Marmelstein, Who is American producer of the miniseries, said

the set will he closed to the public and the press during fﬂmmg this .-

week, including scenes at Bay View portraying novelist Ernest
Hermngway s first 'wedding to Hadley Richardson. of 5t. Louis 66

years ago this summer.

Hemingway spent his early summers at the famﬂy coitage on
Walloon Lake and lived in a rented room on State Streef in Petoskey
when he returned to the United States after serving as an ambulance_,:-r,.'
Iriver in Italy during World War II. oL

'His marriage to Hadley Richardson actually took place ip Horton

Bay, where Hemingway had many friends. However the church is
10w gone and Marmelstein feels the village has changed

significantly since Hemingway was a young man..
However she said she was delighted to find such an: eariy~
dmerican settmg as Bay Vmw so close and still intact.

WAVID STEVENSON of Dawd s Place in Petoskey tnms Terry Carolan's han

“When filming such period ..

pieces, you always have to be on the

 lookout for such things as alumi-
_num- siding and TV antennas,” she
_ explained. , :

And Bay View, over the years, ap-

parently has been largely un-

. touched by the winds of change.

Marmelstein said she really

shouldn’t tatk to the press until the-
local filming is ecompleted, but

agreed o answer a few questions

ahout the film, which will be aired

by mdependent TV stations next
April.
Playing the title role will be Stacy

_- _I{each star of the “New Mlke Ham-

S Cheryi Stevenson works on another Iocal “actor" in the background

mer" TV show (8 pm. Wednesdays;
-..-on chamnels 9 and 10.) Marmelstein
* says Keach bears a striking resem- -
“ hlance to Hennngway even mthout
N [makeup o
... Also.in starring roles are: young-'
“est danghter of Charlie Chaplin, Jo-
' ‘sephine . as - Hadley Richardson; -
‘Marisa. Berenson as Hemingway's
-second wife, Pauline; Lisa Banes as
" his third w1fe, Martha; and Pamela
Reed as his fourth wife, Mary. .

- Based on-Carlos Baker’s: biogra-

' phy of Hemingway, the film will
“.cover the author’s life from the
“time of his first marriage in 1921 un-
- til his death in 1861, This means that

the . opening scenes are- the  ones

which are bemg shot at Bay Vlew '
: . cluding actors-and actresses -
-;ZhemPetoskey Lo S

this week:

Onthis su:le of the Aﬁantlc, the g6~
'rles is heing fﬂmed by Damel Wll- )

‘Ida.; in September.

mouth and
part. -

' ,son Producnons of New York City

The European segments are heing

- handled by Aleor films of Mumchi

Germany, .
Marmelstem says pornons o 1

scenes will be-shot i m Sun Vallsw

'Marmelstein'fsaid,aznuihbers o To-
cal extras have been: hired for the
Bay View footage_ bt dechned to

Durmg the height ‘of the fﬂmmg

-:thlS week a crew of about 50.—in..

Wﬂl g

. MARY. WILSON (from left), Beverly Holden and Kathy Pheips aII I_ocal extr’.
eat junch on the set. during a break in the fi Immg of "Hemlngway :
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)CAL RESIDENTS filled the wooden. chairs at-the "wedding of Emest Hemi- hired as extras for varmus scenes ﬁtmed in Bay V:ew (NEWS phctos by G, Ran(
way for a 8ix- part mmlsenes on the author s Elfe Over 100 local reSIdents were Goss}

\,’“\j,




.

THE .,_,xmgmzm,%ﬁ: sm&sm party m:mam a _mcmj QE_zm filming 283%_ : Imsasmsmm_ma,_._om%ssm 9%_3 - playing. Hadley m_%mamop, his first wife
The Rev.Charlie Fulmer {center) of the United Methodist Church in Petoskey.“of: - Also included in photo.is Hillary August of Petoskey as maid: of honor and Chet
fi o_mﬂma o<mq Em 8339@ between _mma_:m actor- mﬁ% Keach playing mammﬁ _mmmax of ,_umsmx@ as best mian. Azms_m photo by G. mmzam: Goss)



ALMING OF A TV rmm -series about Emest-__
femingway got under way.in the Petoskey area -
donday. Some. area residents.were ablé . to
atch right from-their front yard {top left). as
rews filmed Stuarg Wh|tman in-his role .as s

iest Hemingway's Tather and- Eric Elterman as
oung Ernest Hemingway (top right) in a ffshlngj'
cene. Dennis Knthers of Petoskey (bottom left.
hoto} retrieved Whltmans hat:after a Bust of .
ind sent it salling,’ Heavy breezes comphcated g
ne shootlng (NEWS photos by G Randalf Goss)




