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Skillagalee Island (lle Aux Galets), Ml

. anaviotio Iste aux Galets, “isle of Pebbles,” is a
- gravelly, low-lying island situated in the northeast

- corner of Lake Michigan, between Beaver Island and
the mainland. French explorers named the island

Isle aux Galets, but subsequent English-speaking
inhabitants of the area had a hard time pronouncing
the name, and it eventually fransformed into
Skillagalee. Lighthouse Service records initially used
both names when referring to the lighthouse, but by
1889 Skillagalee started to be used exclusively.
Around 1910, lle aux Galets started to be used again,
and it is listed by that name on modern light fists
published by the U.S. Coast Guard. Interestingly,
Skillagalee is actually a word that means a thin broth
_or gruel.

568 Skillagales Lighthouse with dwelling and fog signal

The first formal call for a light on Skillagalee Island

was likely a petition from “certain ship-owners on the

.+ northern lakes” presented by C.M. Reed to the U.S.
House of Representatives in 1844. On March 3, 1849,
Congress set aside $4,000 for a lighthouse on

“Skillagalee as part of an act with the lengthy title:

“An act making appropriations for light-houses, light-
boats, buoys, &c., and providing for the erection and
establishment of the same, and for other purposes.”
On November 26, 1850, Henry B. Miller,
Superintendent and Inspector of Lights on Northwest
Lakes, sent a letter to Stephen Pleasonton, the Fifth
Auditor of the Treasury who was in charge of the
couniry’s lighthouses, informing him that a
lighthouse had been completed on Skillagalee. “ltis
a beautiful red light, distinguishable some fifteen
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niles, and serves the mariner well as a beacon, to
teer clear of the rocks and shoalsin its immediate
ricinity,” wrote Miller.

"he lighthouse consisted of a lantern room mounted
itop a keeper's dwelling, and eight lamps and
ourteen-inch reflectors were used to produce the
ixed red light, which was exhibited ata height of
wenty-five feet above the island. The stone, one-
ind-a-half-story dwelling measured twenty by thirty-
ix feet and had an attached fifteen-foot-square
titchen. The tiny island must not have been a very
ippealing place to live as the first five keepers of the
ighthouse lasted only one season.

n 1866, the Lighthouse Board noted the following on
killagalee Lighthouse:

The light at Skilligalee is of insufficient
elevation and cannot be seen far
enough to subserve the wants of
navigation. It is recommended that this
light be rebuilt to a height of seventy
feet and a more powerful illuminating
apparatus provided. An efficient fog-
signal is also needed. To accomplish
these desired improvements an
appropriation of forty thousand doliars is
asked.

3n March 2, 1867, Congress appropriated the
equested amount for “rebuilding and improving the
ighthouse at Skillagalee,” but for some reason a fog
signal was not built with this money. Later that year,
vork began on a 100-foot tower and an aftached
iwelling, both built with yellow brick. Work was
suspended at the close of the season and resumed
he following spring. On July 19, 1868 a fixed white
ight produced by a third-order Fresnel was displayed
rom the tower at a focal plane of 106 feet above the
ake.

Just two years after the new lighthouse was
sompleted, Keeper Patrick McCann noted the island
1ad lost twenty feet oh the northwest side and twelve
eet on the southeast side. This loss was likely due to
he lake level, which had risen fifteen inches from
1869 to 1870. A storm on December 4, 1873 washed
sway two-thirds of the island, and Congress provided
$5,000in 1875 that was used to build a “substantial
yrotection around the whole island.”

In June 23, 1874, Congress appropriated funds for a
irst-class steam siren for Skillagalee Island. The fog"
signal commenced operation in the fall of 1875 and
vas joined by a duplicate siren in 1880. On
Jovember 1, 1890, ten-inch steam whistles, built by
rMomas Manning, Jr. of Cleveland, Ohio, replaced

the sirens.

On March 7, 1888, a $6,875 contract was made for
tearing down and rebuilding the tower on
Skiflagalee Island. A temporary lens lantern was
displayed on the isiand on May 10, 1888, and by the
end of June, the 100-foot tower had heen demolished
and three courses of stonework for the new
foundation had been laid. Bricks from the old tower
were cleaned and used in the new tower along with
14,000 bricks delivered to the island. The old lantern
room and third-order Fresnel lens were taken to the
lighthouse depot in Detroit, and a new lantern room
and fourth-order, Barbier & Fenestre Fresnel iens
were provided.

The new Skillagalee Lighthouse was an octagonal
brick tower, measuring fifty-two feet from base to
ventilator ball, and was connected to the 1868
dwelling by a twelve-foot-long covered passage. The
diameter of the tower tapered from fourteen feet at
the base to nine feet at the octagonal lantern room.
Keeper Vetal Bourissau placed the new light in
operation on October 12, 1888. A brick oil house was
added to the station in 1902.

Skillagalee Lighthouse in 1913

On October 19, 1901 Keeper Andrew G. Bourissau
and Second Assistant Keeper Walter E. Grobben
drowned in Lake Michigan while attempting to sail
from the lighthouse to the mainland. During the year
1901, 132 lives were lost on the Great Lake.

Louis Beloungea, an Odawa Indian who had been
serving as an assistant keeper at Waugoshance
Lighthouse for eight years, was transferred to
Skillagalee and promoted to head keeper to replace
Bourissau. Keeper Beloungea was succeeded by his
son, also named Louis, who had been serving as his
first assistant for several years. In 1919, Keeper
Beloungea and Second Assistant Keeper August
Keeler rendered assistance to the occupant of a
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motor boat attached to Squaw Island Lighthouse and
provided a sail so he could make his way back
home. Keeper Beloungea was awarded an efficiency
flag for having the model station in the district during
1923.

The fog signal at Skillagalee was changed from a
steam whistie to an air diaphone in 1933, and in
1951, the station’s light was electrified. in 1959, the
station was converted to unattended operation, and a
175mm automafic lens was installed in the tower in
place of the Fresnel lens. The crew of the Coast
Guard cutter Sundew, under the command of
Lieutenant Commander Leonard Garrett, was sent to
the island in 1969 to demolish all the structures on
the island save the 1888 brick tower. The keeper’s
dwelling was dynamited, and all of the debris was
heaped up and set on fire.

in June 2011, lie Aux Galets Lighthouse was declared
excess to the needs of the United States Coast Guard
and made available to eligible organizations under
the provisions of the National Historic Lighthouse
Preservation Act of 2000, Quaiified entities were
given sixty days to submit a letter of interest and
were reguired fo obtain a conveyance from the State
of Michigan for the bottomlands on which the
lighthouse stands. If no suitable organization is
found, the lighthouse will be sold at auction. When a
qualified owner was not found, an online auction for
the lighthouse was initiated on July 1, 2015. Only two
bidders participated in the auction, which ended on
September 11, 2015 with a high bid of $23,250.
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Keepers of the Skillagalee Light Home Back
Year Station Established 1850 Year Station Discontinued -
_ Also known as: Ile Aux Galets Light Rebuilt: 1886 Auto: 1969

- T swan End
Position Last Name |Fitst Name | [[Bom{Died| D| M|Year| D| M|Year|Comment
Kpr. Pressay  |Efjsh  |B. | 5110 1850] 13]11) 1851 [Rsgd. ;
Kpr. Burk Jacoh 13111]1851| B B 1852|Rsgd.

Kpr. Tucker Henry | , 8 B|1852| 27| 711853:Rsgd. B
_ 15t Asst. |Pond Augustus 2711011852} 27| 711853 Rsgd. N
Kpr.  |Davenport |Ambrose 1602 27| 711853] 15| 6; 1854 |Rsgd. N
st Agst. | Davenport WJuhn B 1838 | 27] 7|1853| 15| B 1854|Rsgd. -
Egpj;m L Hale  iAlden 16| 6|1854| 30| &) 1855|Rsqd.
_1st Asst |Hale Charles - | 15| B|1854; 30 5| 1855|Rsegd.
Kpr. Davenport  jAmbrose 1802 30| 5/1855) 11| 7|1861|Rsgd.

st Asst. |Davenport  |John i 1838 30| 518585] 11 7| 1861 |Rsgd.
st Asst|Pratt  |Jeromedr. M.} 11] 711861 8]11| 1863 |Rsgd.
K. Prait Jerome Sr. M. 111 711861] 30| 9| 1868|Rsqgd.
Kpr.  |Hume __ |Robet | | | |'30| 9|1868[29|i0| 1869Rsgd.
Kpr. Mc Cann |Patrick | B 291101 1869| 4| 91874Trsfd.
st Asst.iHume Mrs. Nancy 8/ 11| 1889| 20|11} 1869 |Declined -

Tot Asst|Lasley  |George |E. | | 1696)20|11|1869] 28| 4| 1870[Regd.

Tt Asst.|Marshall ) _Wliham “ 28| 411670! 13] 5| 1871 |Deserted - i
st Asst. Muicrnnng_w_ Michael | 123] Bi1871{ 13| 5| 1872|Rsgd. ) o
st Asst. |Chapman Levi 18380 | 13| 511672 4 9|1974|Trstd.
Kpr. Bourissau  [Vetal 4| 911674 12)10] 1898|Rsgd. L B
Act. 1st Jﬂ".SSt Bourigsau _|Gabriel 1885| 3| 2| 1875) 28] 9| 1875|Perm. Appt. B
Act. 2nd Asst. |Bourissau  (Frank 1 20| 41187528, 9| 1875|Perm. Appt.

E_nd Asst. |Bourissau  [Frank 1 128] 911878] 1| 4]1879{Prmid. o

1st Asst |Bourisgau |Gabriel | | 11885) 28) 8]1875] 25| 2| 1873 Trsfd.

Act. 1t Asst. |Bourissau  |Frank N 1i 411879| 20| 6:1879;Perm. Appt. .
Act. 2nd Asst. |Louisignau |Charles J. | 1659 14 4118781 20| & 1879 |Perm. Appt.
~1st Agst.|Bourissau |Frank ) | 20f 6]1879| 26| 3|1662Trefd.
2nd Asst Louisignau |Charles J. 11858 | 20| 61879 1] 4)1862|Frmid.
Act. 1st Asst. |Louisignau [Chatles 4. 1858 1) 4/1882] 13|10 1862 |Ferm. Appt.
Act. 2nd Asst. [Cardy  [Louis Sr. 1829)1913| 25| 4|18682| 26| 6) 1832|Trsfd. .
2nd Asst. Fountain _ |Capt. Joseph 1843/ 1919| 13|10/ 1882 9| 4,1883|Prentd.

1st Asst. |Louisignau_|Charles Joo1e89) 13]10)1852] Bi 4] 1833 Trefd. B

Act. 1st Asst. |Fountain |Capt. Joseph 1843/ 1918| 9| 4| 1883] 19| 6| 1833|Perm. Appt.
Act. 2nd Agst. |[Fountain  [Wiliam | | ~1.18| 4(1883| 19| B| 1883 Perm. Appt.

15t Agst. [Fountain  |Capt. Juseph 1843|1919 19| B[ 1883| 10] 7] 1885|Trsfd.

Act. 2nd Asst. |[Fountain _ |William 19] 651883) 25| 7| 1885 Prmid. o

Tst Asst.|Fountain | William - ] 25| 7|1885| 18| 8| 1888 Trsfd.
Act. Znd Asst.|Bourissau | Andrew . 1901! 1| 9/885| 8| 9|1386|Perm. Appt
____________ Znd Asst. | Bourissau  |Andrew G | 1901 8| 91886, 18, §]1568|Prmid. e

1st Asst. |Bourissau  |Andrew |G | | 18901 18] B)1868| 22! 8| 18% Trsfd
Act. Znd Asst. [Astra |Minder o 111 9(1888| 9| 1]1869|Appt. Cancelled
Act. 2nd Agst. |Langland  |Jobindr. ) B 19| 3/1569| 25| 6| 1889|Perm. Appt.

2nd Asst. |Langland  |John Jr. | 25| 611889 15! 1| 1890|Trsfd.
21 Shlelds Capt. Wlfllam H _|1925| 10) 311890] 200 9| 1890!|Perm. Appt.
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,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,  2iShiglds _ (Capt. William |H. | 19251 201 9] 1890! 5i 311831 Trefd. i
N ﬁ_g‘.j‘Cmshj.f CiBdgar B0 G 23; 51891} 14, 9! 1891 Rsgd. o
T3 Martin (Jogeph AL (22 41892 5 7 1892/ Perm. Appt.
T giMarting JJeseph (A | ] 5[ 711892) 31011892 Trsfd,
~_21iTownshend Jogeph WL 19| 41893, 10; 81893 Trsfd. o
21 Winter  [Emst  E 14, 31894, 22| 8 1894/Perm Appt.
20Winter  Emst  E. [ 122] 8)1894) 1, 4,189/ Prmtd, -
~ Aiwilson  jkeon D 17110/ 1896] 9, 3| 1897 Rsgd.
ST qivvinter  Ewst ECL L 11 401897 15)11,1899 Trsfd.
T T JiChapman lames R | |17 51897] 3| 9 1897 Rsgd. .
,, " 2iMallette (Edward 1 | |15 3]18981 15, 3 18981 Trsfd. _ .
21 ”lr}’.‘_g[lgw_”____ _§hg[|_dan I 11902 261 91893 ESE 8; 1899 Trsfd T Prmtd. R
_DiBourissau_ Andrew G 11901 12110 1898| 19/10] 19011 meneﬂ o
T 2l|Grobben  |Walter  (E._ _W,‘ 19013 25, B! 1899; 19110 1901 Drowned
. ViaCroix ‘lsadors b 1151111899 16, 61902/Rsgd.
7 Swarout jAtthur B 113]10 1901} 19; 10 1901 |Declined
T T2Plaut ohn B 120010,1801) 17311 1901 Regd.
) Beloungea |Louis. I O I I AR R =0 _ 11919(End date unsure
.. 2\Arentsen ludwig ‘ B R 1 18/11/1801] 16! 8 1902|Prmtd I
) __2(Callaghsr _(Owen 1116, 8[1902) 31] 3| 1904 Trsfd R
“{imentsen Ludwig | | [ 117/ 81902130 4]1904 Rsgd e
| E‘E’@_rﬁult CTJames N L [ 1) 411904 31 5] 1904|Prtd. .
o ﬂjvEerault James N, | 4| 501904 31,12 1906 ngd ,,,,,,, -
B __ﬁ_l_Z’hBelﬁungea jLouis Jr. P i1 511904, 20; 51904 Declined o
2;RUQIQ§_9_Q__ Hans A 1879 125 19041 131 3; 1807 |Trsfd. , F‘fmtd o
~{lBamum  Piliam N 11 1 41908 §E'.u,§_.19_19I@EL.,,,‘,,_W_,____..,.,v,‘,k__
~ 2iComan  William AL L L 1] 4{1907] 31 5/1907 Rsgd. e
- 21leeluungea Wilber  H. [1882) | 2| 8]1907] 1! 711907 Rsgd. -
R ET_NLauer ~_iFrank o boiest 2 ?’k_’!g!;l? _________ . 11818iEnd date urxsura o
o1 Belﬂqyp‘gga Louis Jr. R § 2 1 701910) 0 1 19191Prmid. End date unsure
____0|Beloungea |LouisJr. P 1 i l1918]21) 4192411 Dates unsure
 2IReller August Lo L 11919 21| 4] 1924|Prmtd. Dates unsure
~  1jLauer  |Frank Coitee b 1919] 21| 4} 1924 Dates unsure -
T T lketler  lAugust o 4 R L 1928 Dates unsure
T OlLauwer | Framk . iies1l 121 41924 | | 1940Datesunsure
_2{\Wehner_ dames [H 11895 | 1; B]1928! 1928/ Trsfd. Dates unsure
_ “2iMeverden Homer R 100811988 | 311938] | 1941 Trsfd. Dates unsure
{/Backus  {Daniel ‘A 1884/ 1939 | |1940/Dates unsure
Information compiled by Phylhs L. Tag of Great Lakes Lighthouse Research Mama Back

This page last updated 02/04/2003
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National Historic Lighthouse Preservation Act

FACT SHEET

Ile Aux Galets Light (Skillagalee Island Light)

Photo by: Bernie Hellstrom,

April 5, 2013
GSA Control No. 1-X-MI-808
Property Identification Te Aux Galets Light {aka Skillagalee Island Light}
Property Address Southerly end of Gray’s Reef passage from straight of Mackinaw,
Lake Michigan, MI N 45” 40° 34.936”, W085° 10° 19.653”
Property Description Octagonal brick tower, 58 feet in height, white with black lantem.

The lighthouse occupies Great Lakes Public Trust bottomlands owned
by the State of Michigan. Authorization in the form of a conveyance
(Private Use Agreement) is required by the State of Michigan for the
occupied bottomlands. For access to and utilization of the light station,
the selected steward must obtain the required authorization from the
State of Michigan by contacting Michigan Depariment of
Environmental Quality.

lighthouseboatnerd.com
Condition of Property The light station is offered “AS IS” and “WHERZE IS without
representation, warranty, or guarantee as to quality, guantity, title,
character, condition, size or kind.
Range of Possible Uses Historic Lights and Light Stations may be used for educational, park,

recreational, cultural, or historic preservation purposes.

Commercial Activities

Commercial activities are prohibited unless approved by the
Secretary of the Intetior.

Historical Information

(Historic photo: only the tower Ternains)

Photo Courtesy of: Michiganlights.com |

The light station is eligible for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places. Tt must be maintained according to the Secretary of
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. Historic preservation covenants
will be incorporated into the Quitclaim Deed. No lakebeds wiil be
conveyed under the Quitclaim Deed.

Utilities

Unknown




Tenant

None

Aids to Navigation (ATON)

The ATON will remain the personal property of the United States
Coast Guard (USCG). The United States reserves an unrestricted right
for ingress and egress to maintain, operate, repair, replace or relocate
the Federal 2id to navigation and any associated equipment, and an Arc
of Visibility for said aid. The ATON on the light station consists of a
light signal flashing a white light every six (6) seconds.

Coast Guard

Environmental Information

Easements to be retained by United States |

(1) The unrestricted right of the USCG to keep, locate,
service, maintain, operate, repair and replace the ATON and any
and all associated equipment, on the light station,

(2) The unrestricted right of the USCG to relocate or add any ATON
and any and all associated equipment, or make changes on any potion of
the light station as may be necessary for navigational purposes.

(3) A right of access in favor of the USCG for the purpose of
servicing, maintaining, locating, operating, repairing and replacing
navigational aids and any and all associated equipment on the light
station. The USCG shall have the right to enter the light station af any
time, with reasonable notice, for the purpose of maintaing the ATON
and performing the other functions contemplated herein. Access shall
be across any portion of the light station as necessary. Upon
completion of the servicing, maintaining, operating and replacing the
ATON and any associated equipment, the light station shall at the sole
cost of the USCG, subject to the availability of appropriated funds, be
left as nearly as reasonably possible in the same condition before any
such work began.

(4) A reservation to the USCG for the purposc of preserving an Arc
of Visibility from the light station to the shoreline within the radial arc
of 360 degrees true and the stipulation that nothing will be constructed,
maintained or permitted of a height sufficient to interfere with or
obstruct the Arc of Visibility.

ead-based paint asbestos-containing material may be present.

Inspection/Access: The 1.8, General Services Administration will provide
an opportunity for eligible entities to inspect the light station after the 60-
day Notice has closed. A completed Waiver of Liability form will be
required to inspect the light. Contact GSA at (617)565-5700 with questions.




