PENN-DIXIE CEMENT PLANT, NO. 10
RESORT TOWNSHIP

PETOSKEY, MICHIGAN
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vey Kushner called at Fompzs' offices

on the eve of deadline. Kushner, 50,

most of whose previous experience

was in department steres, cosmebics
and women’s undergarments, joined

Penn-Dixie in 1969. He explained he

had come to set the record straight.

“We are not trivial people ... We

lknow what were doing and we do
it with few people. That's why I get
paid a lot of money. That’s why Mr,
Castle gets paid a lot of money.”
What was thelr special touch, we
asked? “We ron a really tight ship.
... This is really Mr, Castle’s input.
He's a very strict, tight-fisted esecu-
tive. He's very penny-conscious. I'li
tol you the tmth: I once asked
the general manager of the cement di-
vision to put down what he wani-
ed. It came toc $100 million.” But
isn’t that what the capital-intensive
cement snd steel businesses are all
about? we asked. “Not really,” re-
pled Kushner. So ths general man-
ager has been “shelved,” the cement
headquarters are closing and the stesl
division is taking cver cement.

In spite of Castle’s talent, things
have been pretty dismal, Kushner al-
lowed, which “was one reason Jemry
Castle wasn’t talkdng, “He’s more dis-
appointed than anyone else. ... He's
very distressed, he’s. more than dis-
tressed, he’s furious. . . . You want us
to be another Xerox®’

How does Castle square his “dis-
ippointment” and his. company’s low
-ate of capital investment with the §1
nillion or so he spent a few yenars
igo redecorating Penn-Dixie’s Man-
wattan headquarters (plus the apart-
nent around the corner} ¥

“It says something about the com-
»any,” answers Kushner, “Most peo-
sle come and look at us and they
hink, ‘Penn-Dixie, that used to be a
rement company.” Now they have a
ompletely  different .image of the
xompany.”

Penn-Dixie’s steel operations, bene-
iclary of a big capital spending pro-
wam just before Castle took over,
wre stll reasonably profitable, Even
ts tatterdemzlion cement plants are
sxpected to make money for a few
rears, until rvising fuel costs and new
ompetiton converge. Many steel ana-
ysts see the same dismal patters of
leprivation snd bad decisions at the
op repeating itself with Perm-Dixie’s
steel business~but ever so slowly.

But what happens when the facts
of business life finally eatch up to
his  over-borrowed, under-profited
ompany with its aging plant? When
he cow finally runs out of milk it
vill probably be the public stock-
wlders, the jobholders and the pen-
joners who suffer. Jerry Castle and
Farvey Kushner will have theirs, =

‘ORBES, JUNE 15, 1976

He was aceused of takihg part in a scheme to get Pern Dixie, a i\
was sentenced to 15 months in  major manufacturer

)

(

X U'PI — Jerome Castle of Miami Beach, former
Penn-Dixie Industries,
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Jated price of $5.9 million to buy 5,500
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ing his company of {3

12,000 Monday for defrand

onin a 1973 Florida land swindle.
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“1t seems to me,” Judge Cannella said
id Castle, dealwas stupid. They should have got off their duffs and looked at

ths, must serve time in  the land.”
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Penn-Dixie operates a cement plant
‘ In imposing sentence, federal Judge

i

milli

John Cannella s&

|
|

, the government said -

In a sentencing memorandum fo the court
Castle “misused a total of $1.7 million in corporate asse

d, “that when they: personal benefit.”
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¢ in five mon

il be eligible for parol
rison as a deterrent to other

“nis trust and let his stoc
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s in his position because he ‘hridged

kholders down.” !

ts for his
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'g “luxurious residences” in-Glen Cove,

~¢ “e must show siockholders,” the judge sat

The memao cited Castle

‘put people in positions of trust, they must be ma
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'ﬂl—{gb{‘sf cZ‘.{ /C.}rpf"' . NEWS phote by Perry Glark

Crane collapses

Resort Twp.: A erane being used to dismantie the former Penn-
Dixie Cement Plant collapsed Tusesday while it was lifting a sec-
tion of the large tube-like structure at the top of the photograph.
Apparently no one was hurl. Universal Eguipment Co. of Free-
mont, Ohio, is dismantling the plant for Cementos Cibao, a ¢e-
ment manufacturing firm in the Dominican Repubtic, where plant
parts will be taken and reassembled. Universal owner and presi-
dent F. William Niggemyer said crane sxperts will be on site
Thursday to analyze the situation. uywe'll try and figure out what
happened,’” Niggemyer said. “We don’t know."
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Tuesday, November 28, 1988 Wol. 113 No. 41

Shipping out

14

The former Penn-Dixie Cement Plant is being removed piece by
pizce and will be hawled to the Domican Republic akoard the ship

. = -

22 Pages in 2 sections

NEWS pholo by G. Randall Goes

__qummu%m owned by Jumbo Navigation of Holland in the Nethe
lands. ,

/9



NEWS photo by 6. Randali Goss

A trugl pulisﬂ a 5?-?@@t=ﬂi@ﬁg piace of the kiln' te-  weighed 127 tons has been divided into 14 sec-
ward the ship for loading. The kiln which was  tions for shipping. The ship arrived Tuesday at
525 feet long and 14-18 feet in diameter and  the former Penn-Dixie plant in Petoskey.

MNEWS phiolo by G. Randall Goss

Five buildings on the Penn-Dixie Cement plant property have
been dismantied for shipping including the mosi noticeable
etone and shale shed, the big building on the end of the complex.

Extracted Petoskey News-Review, page 1, Friday, December 2, 1988
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HISTORY CEMENTS PETOSKEKY PLANT TIES
CENTURY-OLD CEMENT PLANT LEAVES AREA

The Petoskey plant shut down May
11, 1981, after the union confract
ran out. Shortly, thersafter, the
plant was sold to the Dundee Corp.
Currently, Dundee is in a limited
partnership with several Southern
Michigan firms plans to construct
a large marina, condominiums,
hotels and single family residences
on the Petoskey property.

The buildings are being dismantled
by Universal Equipment Co. of
Freemont, Ohio, and sent to
Santiago in  the Dominican
Republic where they will be
reassembled for use by Cementos

Cibao for cement manufacturing.
Extracted from Petoskey Mews-Review,
Front page & page 3

dated Friday, December 2, 1988

Fagy, apran .

T'f?o 43-by-5 foot pieces' o.f the apron {eeder conveyor, which fed stone to the crusher at Penn-Dixic Cement are loaded on a
ship bound for the Dominican Republic. The pieces weighed about 100 tons combined.

Petoskey News-Review photo by G. Randall Goss

2l




Pieces of Petoskey history

Plece by piece the dismantled Penn-Dixie Cement Plant in Petos-
key is laid out in preparation for shipping to the Dominican Re-
public where it will be re-assembled and put back in use.

NEWS photo by G. Randall Goss

Additicmal Eﬁ%mm appear on page 3 along with a story about
the history of cement in Petoskey. The ship mie@a_ in Petoskey

Tuesday.
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HISTORY CEMENTS PETOSKEY PLANT TIES
CENTURY-OLD CEMENT PLANT LEAVES AREA

Jess Graham worked as a summer
research assistant for the Little
Traverse Bay Historical Society
and prepared this pilece from
information available through the
historical society collection.

By Jess Graham

News-Review special writer.

The complex stands deserted,
equipment strewn about the
grounds as if it were abandoned in
mid-flight by operators who ran
from an unseen enemy.

The buildings, once the hub of
activity, stand humbly awaiting
their  verdict, their windows
painted over by a film of dust and
grit. Their constant companions
are those creatures of neglect and
time spent in harsh environments.
They are the remains of the Penn-
Dixie Cement Plant in Petoskey,
once the vanguard of the concrete
industry, now a shell, and a
reminder of times long ago.

The plant was the final stage of
an evolutionary process of smaller
lime kilns which flourished on the
shores of Little Traverse Bay
between Petoskey and Bay Shore.

H.O. Rose, Petoskey business-
man and community leader,
constructed the first lime kiln at
the foot of Howard Street in 1874.
Soon, other firms started to
flourish between here and Bay
Shore with the Bay Shore Lime
Kiln being the largest and most
successful. It was in operation
between 1885 and 1912 before its
chief executive officer, Homer Sly,
left to form the Petoskey Crushed
Stone Co.

Bay Shore Lime Kiln was
located on 140 acres of prime real
estate which contained large
deposits of calcium rich limestone.
Large quarries were dug and the
stone was brought forth to be
crushed and sold to be crushed and
sold to road commissions, villages,
towns and cement plants. The

company was sold in 1917 when
Homer Sly and two leading
businessman A.B. Klise and John
L.A. Galster formed the Petoskey
Portland Cement Co. The plan was
conceived on the ideal to combine
the calcium rich limestone and
shale to form the finest cement
possible. In turn, this cement could
be made fire-proof and used in the
construction of highways, bridges
and buildings.

On March 29, 1917, the
organization of the Petoskey
Portland, Cemeni Co. was
announced with an authorized
capital of $1 million and future
plans to construct a plant capable
of producing 2,000 or 3,000
barrels of cement per day.
Construction of the plant was
delayed for two years because of
World War 1.

The present complex of
buildings, machinery and quarries
was constructed on a slender piece
of land jutting out into the bay.
Production began in March 1921
and the first bags of cement wete
placed on exhibit in Petoskey and
other Midwestern cities, The
manufacturing process was duite
extensive and involved two main
phases. In the first phase, two
locomotives hauled stone and shale
from the guarry to the crusher
where they were reduced in size.
From here, the minerals were sent
to the main building where it was
baked and ground into cement and,
finally, it was bagged and placed
in store houses to await further
{ransport.

Great Lakes Steamer, the 1.B.
John was bought and refitted to
haul cement to storage silos in
Milwaukee, Chicago, Holland and
Detroit.

A prospectus prepared by the
company described the plant as an
efficient and modern leader in the
congrete industry.

The firm owned large deposits
of calcium-rich Hmestone and the
finest shale in the State of
Michigan, The value of the
complex, mcluding land,
machinery and buildings, was
estimated at $2.3.

Contained within the prospectus
were reports prepared by the State
Geological Suarvey team
confirming the reports of large
deposits of calcium-rich limestone.
The deposits were large enough to
support the plant for the next 100
years or well into the 21* century.

Finally, the booklet featured
biographies of each of the
company’s founders, John L. A.
Galster, A.B. Klise and Homer Sly
and stating the current
management team was expected to
guide the company foreward to
become an effective force in
America’s future.

The cement comparny grew and
prospered under the leadership of
John I.A. Galster who served from
1917-55. A former insurance
dealer and president of the Royal
Cigar Co., he brought a wide range
of business experience to the office

In 1937, wunder Galster’s
direction, new products were
added including Petoskey High
Early Strength Portland Cement,
Petoskey ~ Waterproof  Portland
Cement and Petoskey Mortar
Cement.

The company was sold to the
Penn-Dixie Corp. in 1955 which
opetate the complex uatil 1981.

Tn 1976, a scandal shocked the
leadership of the corporation when
it was learned that chief executive
officer Jerome Castle had been
milking the profits. The cement
plant faced bleak fimes as
competition, declining sales, rising
interest rates, aging facilities and
economic  mismanagement ate
away at the margin of return.




HISTORY CEMENTS PETOSKEY PLANT TIES
CENTURY-OLD CEMENT PLANT LEAVES AREA

economic mismanagement ate
away at the margin of return.

The Petoskey plant shut down May
11, 1981, after the union contract
ran out, Shortly, thereafter, the
plant was sold to the Dundee Corp.
Currently, Dundee is in a limited
partnership with several Southern
Michigan firms plans fo construct
a large marina, condominiums,
hotels and single family residences
on the Petoskey property.

The buildings are being dismantled
by Universal Equipment Co. of
Freetnont, Qhie, and sent 1o
Santiago in  the Dominican
Republic where they will be
reassembled for use by Cementos

Cibao for cement manufacturing.
Extracted from Petoskey News-Review,
Tront page & page 3

dated Friday, December 2, 1988

)




“I8[BUg uyL{ “A0L) ueByoyAl st patoadxs
813903 3Y) SUCWY "UONBOO[ 1UAIBJIIP
T Woll yoyes [1ia sauteniudp peitaug

TUSAD
a1 Surgdesdojoyd pue Surdeioepia asoy)
10} UCTIRUGIDD 2JGJRQ SOINUIU 0] 3IB[)
[RUBLS B 211] 1M WEY) UOMIOWap 37T,

‘foned uo 2q OS2 {[i4 Dlens
1sB0]y "5 evy tued ey woli aroys J1o
spivA (O0°[ A®l¥ O1 PRSIADE 988 siSjEOg
"AR 9SI0ARLY, 913 10 2J0US
A3 U0 0qiEY Avg ST wmouy SQIUnUILIOD
gni 1ysed puw jpof Lmxn aite-noocl
Alest = 03 10019 9a18 im uoisordxe sy,
"DIIren 12831p pue joned [T s ALnses
pUE SI90LjJ0 MAUB0IOJUS MET ‘OLJJRl] 9ZIW
- 01 tard ¢ o3 Jotd 2118 ey 18 Sulaiim
pIoAR £1 AN} PINOYS sIaatig w-d (o pue
‘wd ¢ u9sMmIaq JALIIE PINOYS UOHICUIAP
o% SULMTA U _uEmEEE oaoum \ﬂmxmoﬁm

. é@ _._EE SIS émém@x@g@
‘SlULfoBIA SlBYY —
SUCRIGWSD Yogie
SHOWS B 10} 58940 A

- =[RULIoU P.ROA MOY S8R4G;,

JO 3s9m Sa[IW oMl [§ "¢ uo 1ued

Y1 01 #IUBNULY 3} jO 1885 193] palpuny
[BI0ADS ST waie FUIMIIA QU3 OF $5400Y

oldeieAR

st vade Jupnjred 1mosds ¥ 151 uonBIALY
3] LD JOU SPACGID B S1EPOUINICITE OF,

$3[0838 20WS 100J-807

30 1ed ® Jo searsojdxe Aq uonrjowep a1 1
SQLUOUIRIS0 Furealqpunold 10p pauurig
"23T1I8 [BNSED SPUOIIIOIST OFF

"1I0Sa1 10GIRY] ABE SHOUNYN] 911 OJul

PUR] BuUiiIar justes pelsig oy Suruing ur

stouied axe ‘fuadod jenuspiser apeosdn

ue Jo Isdofeasp "diop jruonEUISIU]

I0121A DUR ‘dnoif roD I2mod Slewmsuon

a3 jo 1red ‘gD 00y pueT SN reulsed

juowdolsasp 10y urwiseyods ‘stuuysepy

S1jIeUD PrEs , ‘GCNIjouWep YORIS 2yOows
® I0] §521p Aj[eULIOU P NOK MO $S9X(T,,

07 UL SIXI(I-tua 19Ul

-107 311 3e ‘71 Aqng ‘Aepseupem, wd Ogig

107 pauuzd Sueq S1q oy) 998 01 N0 FWOD

I1.04M 25gnd oY1 JO IeqUINY UAOW[UN ue

pue s1%onf payAtl QO0°[ UBYD 210U o7 Sur
-0e1q Al s1edolPAd— ‘dMI LIOSTH

ABPULA JJBIS MAITAT PS4 ]
TIHATELS TEAN A

E 39Yd = ¥66T 'TT AInr ‘ABPUCIY MolAoy-smal A8 S01ed

oL

uIY puv LJUDFS J [UPUIY ‘Loypysg

N eE il yap)y Leae g saaffors

MMBY-SMIN 240 pavog ayp o Fu

“Ad3 PIDOL IDIONPT MY -SHIN 543
o matd sy spuasasdas onnde anp,,

"JS4h I LAQIY A3HSOID] |

0} Aemayed a2y s1 ey Anradoxd

Jo @zotd smpad st jo yusnadeo
"[243P 3y} 03 PIBMIC] OO] Ip

"JI0SY

Y} JO SIIPIOQG I3 WIYE4 PUB]

-fred sfqnd spracad o3 £junce’)

jewrury pue dijsman), 11082¥

314 EOT)BId00d Wl HI0M

SIT pue ‘sanyiuswme s jusdo

=[243P 31 01 §$332€ 3§ qnd apla

-01d 0} ssauBuIIA S, UOSEYO P
ais paseapd waaq 24 BpA

*AJ[B3J ja 33104

3y ue sigadde qusudojssap

. 3P “00) JIMOJ SIILUNSUO Y

Jo Auedwos jusred ayy ‘S

| pU® [BUOI)RUIIIUY IOTIA JC
$33IM0SAN [RIOUBWL ST YIAL

Juewdojaasp 2y wy

5101 000°00S$ Y3 Jo duios Aunq o}

IST] UCHYBAIISI € WO IWWBU I[P
md saey spdosd Lpesr]z jng

‘Aoarsuadxauy

Jou £1y2imb swi0d 3, ucs as
yueyd 3y} JO USISIBAUGD ],

*BAIR [BIIIIUIEI0D

B PUE I3 3DUAIIJUCI/[3J0Y

. € ‘sestasald pue syaed

%ﬁ_mﬂ%S Jo s3I0 ()g ‘S)aesay

Y& sudoeg £q pedofpasp Juraq

J108 Jo saqoy L7 ‘sdyfs yeoq g5y

ISMOY Wes J8yj AY[II8] 2108-5° L8

. WE ‘9B JOQIE] ST IS 2108
- 98¢ 13 Jof paune[d S IR

|

|

"R} 3I0J3q

@318 Y] JB UOLIOBIIXD [BI2

-WIT B LYY YINOWI[R ‘IZ61T
Ul PRlIels WonInpold JUsSuEd )

-331s diySum oy, JI0SIF I3

7B AJMAEOR [BLIJSTPUI JO STR34 ¢/

uey) 310w spre saijaedoexd Sur

-J108 PUR [BIOIIWIUIOD ‘Suisnoy

03 Jued "0 JUSWIS) XY ~WUSJ
IULIOF 3] JO WOISISALOD Y[,

wd ¢ punoess

SI0UCT] 3Y) Op [fiss “daoy

£BI0Um ST JO I AITULIOJITA]

L WIBYIAA PUe P[R0S JO

[BUOIJRUIUY J0301A JO UCSUYO[

aAr(g ‘poafoid ayp Surdoposap

3JIB JBUJ SULIIY 0Mm] Y] JO Spray
=10 @ﬁm JI3[8u uyef "A0D)

“ASTIL

Jo 358 103f0ad Joqrery Aeg sy

103 ‘71 A[nf ‘Aepsony Udyoaq

2q Afjeuyy [[i4 punold ‘pesod

-oxd sem £Bg ISISABLY, [PV

JO SIOYS I[) UO JIOSII 5

38ae] & Jo 2IPI [RIIIUE

HHEL SHIAY SEVH




& i £ Sl e
G e s

The Resott Township and Emmet County planning commissions
wait in the rain and hope the tour of the Penn-Dixie Cement

Company/proposed Bay Harbor Resort site begins before the
lightning does. (NEWS-REVIEW photo by Brian McGillivary)

OFFICIALS TOUR BAY HARBOR PROJET SITE

By Brian McGillivary
News-Review staff writer

Hoping they wouldn’t become lightning rods, county and
township planners drove through lake bottoms, walked in boat
channels, strode across a one-of-a kind golf course and then
through the exclusive highbrow neighborhood.

Of course, at the time the lake is an empty rock quarry, the
channel is limestone, the golf course is a shale mine and kiln
dust and the neighborhood is a pile of dirt. But the lightning
was real.

The Emmet County Planning Comimnission and Resort
Township Planning Committee “walked” the site of the
proposed Bay Harbor development. Only when the site is 986
acres and five miles long, you don’t walk, you drive. And
when it’s in the middle of a thunderstorm, smart people try not
to stand on too many hills.

The tour started at the overlook of the main quarry, which
will become the 87.5 acre Harbor Lake. “The biggest part of
the job is shaping the quarry,” developer David Johnson of
Victor laternational Corp, said.

Planning Commissioner Rich Carlson said neighbors are
concerned about vibrations from the blasting imvolved.
Johnson and the comiractor explained it will be on a much
smaller scale than done by the cement company, whose
purpose was to fragment as much rock as possible. They want
to “scuipt” the rock, and use smaller blasts,

As the tour went into the bottom of the quarry, Johnson told
the planners, “You can tell your grandkids you siood under the
lake—before there was water in it.

Johmson said in November they will tun off the pump
which drains the water out of the spring fed quarry. They'll
also cut a small opening to Lake Michigan, creating a water
fall which will grow progressively smaller as the quarry
slowly fills over the winter.

“QOr we could just dynamite out the wall and suck in a few
boats,” he joked.

The channel connecting the new Harbor Lake to Lake
Michigan will be 13 feet deep. Johnson said it started out as 10
feet deep. Johnson said it started out at 10 feet but then they
talked to the local marinas and large boat owners. “We had
one that drafis 12 feet, and we didn’t want kim not to be able
to get in here,” Johnson said.

The next siop was the shale quarry in the middle of the
property. Johnson called it “the biggest mess we have.” He
said they had just planned to fill it with water, but when golf
course designer Arthur Hill saw it he got all excited about it,
comparing it to some of the great quarry goif courses of
Pennsylvania. The course will cover mountains of kiln dust
and sit on two miles of
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OFFICIALS TOUR BAY HARBOR PROJET SITE - continued

{eonsinued from page 1} Lake Michigan shore line. Johnson said it
has more waterfront than even the famous Pebble Beach
course.

Another stop was the remains of the cement plant, massive
concrete silos, msted out buildings and scrapped metal and
machinery. The definition of blight, but impressive
nonetheless.

“[ start to sweat whenever 1 come down here Johnson said.
Back at the county courthouse the county planning
commission reviewed the final master plan for the golf course
area and two site plans for the marina area. The site plans are
for the area of the harbor master’s building and a row of 13
homes only 10 feet apart built onto a ledge overlocking
Harbor Lake. Johnson said they have all the advantages of a
condominium, but people don’t want the walls attached.

There were few changes from preliminary plans, except for
a Jowering of the housing density and some realignments of
roads due to wetlands.

Johmson said they have been getting the most phone calls
for homes in the golf course area.

Johnson expiained the home designs are based on identifying
a market and then offering a limited supply of the product.

“The whole tlrust of this will be market driven,” he said.
It’s a completely different type of person who wants to be in
the marina homes, near the action zone, than those who want
homes on the golf course.

On a separate item the planning commission chairman, Jim
Harris, expressed the commission and township’s desire to see
the development remain under county zoning if a Public Act
425 agreement is reached transferring the property 1o the city
of Petoskey.

Johnson agreed, “Our foundation and background is with
yon, we don’t want to switch horses in midstream,” he said.
He then added, “We haven’t seen a 425.

Johnson also invited the planning commissioners te the
groundbreaking at 3 p.m. Tuesday, July 12. He said they have
250 pieces of equipment on their way up here, most by barge.

Extracted from Petoskey News-Review, pages 1 & 2.
Dated Wednesday, July 6, 1994

$500,000 LOTS A HOT ITEM AT GIANT RESORT

By Neil Stitwell:
News-Review staff writer

RESORT TWP. — Years of talk, years of conjecture and
dreaming will get blasted aside Tuesday, July 12, as
demoljtion begins at the Penn-Dixie Cemeat Co. plant.

“’m a litile bit in disbetief” said Dave Johnson, the
Southfield developer who expects to make the 986-acre luxury
resort development a reality.

“We’ve worked hard at it and there’s a lot of work to go
still...”

He is doing first what he said he would do first - tearing
down the plant, covering up the kiln dust and building public
facilities.

Seven lots in the exclusive “Peninsula,” which start at
$500,000 apiece, have been sold, along with five lots in the
“Preserve” residential area, Johnson said.

Johnson said his company, Victor International Corp., and
CMS Energy Corp. have formed a 50/50 timited liability
partnership to own and develop Bay Harbor. Johnson is
chairman of the development company. CMS is the parent
company of Consumers Power.

A ceremonious groundbreaking on the already broken-up
industrial site is planned for 3 p.m. Tuesday, July 12, which
inclndes Gov. John Engler. The program will include blowing
up a couple factory stacks.

“Tt is consistent with what we promised to do, which is
remove the plant,” he said.

He said contractors to build the break wall, to shape the

The prominent storage silos will stay, fo serve as a
navigational reference point to Lake Michigan boaters and a
memorial to the former cement industry which for

Continned from page 1

decades employed many people in Northern Michigan. The
Portland Cement Co. started producing cement there in 1921,
and the site was used for raw materials for many years before
that.

“The big silos will stay, by popular demand,” he said. “It's
amazing the nomber of people who worked on them, or
worked at the plant and wanted to leave something, almost
like a monument to the plant.”

Dust coliectors on the tops will be removed. Johnson said
Bay Harbor is exploring the possibilities of making -the silos
into lighthouses and building an observation platform around
the bottom.

“It costs as much to redo it as remove it,” he said, adding
that scuba divers have explored the foundation and it is solid.
It will probably last another 100 years.

“If we're going to’ leave something {from the plant’s
history} it is the least offensive thing to leave,” he said.

They have teceived the U.S. Army Corps of Engineer
permits required to build the breakwall and blast the quarry, he
said. The developer has filed plens with the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources o manage wetlands on the
site {site design avoided an impact on about 200 acres}. A
quick review of those plans is expected within about 90 days.

“There are some minor road crossings, and some impact in
the shale quarry, which looks like the moon,” he said.

He expects full-scale site work to start the day of
groundbreaking.

Extracted from Petoskey News-Review, front page & page 2
Dated Wednesday, July 6, 1994,




The camera captures t

Tuesday in Resort Township. The initial detonation sets off smeke plumes in both smokestacks
Petoskev News-Review nhota by 1. Randall ©2nce. Wadnpedav. fulv 13 5004

he sequence of a lone smokestack falling to the ground at the old Penn-

Dixie,

new Bay Har

bor

Resort



The stack on the left settles back on its base.

1t was a party atmosphere for many in the public viewing area, as hundreds of people gathered to soak

up the sun, eat, drink and be merry, as well as give their advice through sign language.
News-Review photo by Neil Stilwell, Wednesday, July 13, 1994, page 23

29




| | se. ason, and
Beverly John watch from on top of the hill across the highway. Three generations of the John family

worked at the plant, starting with their grandfather who built and ran the original plant,
Petoskey News-Review Photo by Brian MeGillivary, Wednesday, July 13, 1994

Bay Harbor developer David Johnson {left} is interviewed by a TV reporter prior to Tuesday’s
demolition to kick off the resort. Media from 20 newspapers, TV stations and radio stations attended.
Petoskey News-Review photo by Neil Stilwell, Wednesday, July 13, 1994,
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Continued from page 1

The John's grandfather built and
operated the cement plant for the
Petoskey Portland Cement Co. in
1921. Before that it had been a
quicklime quarry. Most of the origi-
nal investors in the planl where local
people, George John said. The plant
started full-scale production in
1923, he said. ,

“It was the first plant in the world
that could be a wet processing plant
and could generate it’s own electiic-
ity,” George said. George worked at
the plant as a chemist when it was
owned bv Petoskev Portland

Cement. He then worked for Penn-
Dixie when it took over the plant in
the 1950s.

“There’s a lot of ghosts down
there,” Dean said. “A lot of the peo-
ple who worked down there were
like uncles.”

“ think it’s grand,” sald Rose
Mason, 94, a long-time resident of
Resort Township. Mason said she's
never-seen such an event in
Petosiey.

“E'm really thankful to see what §
can see from up here (atop the hill).
It’s different,” she said.

State Rep. Pat Gagliardi said
when he first ran for office in 1980
he shook hands at the cement plant
during shift changes. It was the
biggest employer in the area. The
next vear. about three months after

smokestack fall.

for some 30 odd years.

22

sore,” he said.

he took olfice, it shut down.

“It"s exciling,” Gagliardi said.
“It’s probably onc of the biggest
events in Northern Michigan since
the President was here.”

Emmet County and Petoskey
pianning commission chairmer Jim
Harris and Mike Buckingham never
thought it would happen,

“Not with the previous devclop-
ers, but Dave Johnson is the real
thing,” Harris said. “It’s a compli-
ment Lo Petoskey rather than an
insule.”

“It is regrettable that the person
who had the vision for the reclama-
tion of this property and holding it
together as one integral piece was
not acknowledged Tuesday,” Harris
said this morning.

“Max Purters diventor of tha

RESORT TWP. - The beginning destruction of the
Penn-Dixie cement plant had a bittersweet taste for many !
of the hundreds of peopie who came to watch the

By BRIAN McGILLIVARY
News-Review staff writer

“I see a lot of the guys who worked here at Penn-Dixie f
are here today,” said Bern Grams of Boyne City, filming
the event from atop his vaa in the public viewing area |
Tuesday afternoon. Bern’s dad worked: at the cement plant

“I sort of hate to see it go, but i’s getting to be an eye-
Dean John, watching the event with his brother and

neighbors from atop the hill across U.S. 31, said it was a - _
livelihood for three generations of his family.

See PLANT’S, page 2

Emmet County office of planning
and zoning has been a key in this
whole process.”

Harris wasn’'t disappoinied by the
lack of destruction. “There was only
so much they could do because of
safety concerns, but I'm sure they’ll
start blasting in earnest soon. It was
only a symbolic event, representing
the beginning of something,” he
said.

George John said he got kind of a
kick out of the fact it was the old
stack, built by the Petoskey Portland
Cement Company back in 1928,
which was the one thai didn’t fall,

He said while i's still bittersweet
to ses, “Perhaps s good to ses the
old ghosts erased and turned back
into something that’s going to bene-
fit neonls »
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By NEIL STILWELL
MNews-Review stall writer

Reminizce about Petoskey’s
cement-making era 7:30 p.m. Tues-
day, July 27, at the Litile Traverse
Historical Society Mnseom, along
the city waterfront.

The history of what was once
Petoskey’s largest indasiry will be
re-lived throngh the eyes and minds

£ Jim Griswold, Bill Sweeter and
Mathaniel Smith, men who devoted
their lives to cement.

Griswold, 79, said the Pejoskey
Portland Cement Co. organized in
1919 and produced its first barrel of
cement in 1921, He started with the
company drilling quarry rock in
1934, BEventually he became the
regional sales office manager, and
retired in 1979 from what had
become Penu-Dixie Cement Co.

The piant Iater became Dundee

Cement Co. and now sits idle on
the shoves of Little Traverse Bay.

The men willzelate history of the
facility and share informal round
table discussions.

By BRIAN McGILLIVARY
MNews-Review staff writer

RESORT TOWNSHIP — If nothing else,

Bay Harbor has put Petoskey on the map for
a day, and attracted the attenuon of develop-

ers across the country,
“We had a call from a deve]oper in Flarida

~who wanted to know about the: TedquieInenis.

to develop 200 acres in Resort Township,”
said Max Putters, director of the Emmet
County office of planning and zoning.

The Petoskey Portland Cement Co. is Ibng gone from the §hores of
Little Traverse Bay, but reminders of its glory remain behind. Note
the water tower, which still bares the company's name. (NEWS-

REVIEW file photo)

Putters said the OITice 15 IS0 gelling 4 10t~

of calls from people who want to know what
their property is zoned. “One has to wonder
if this may be the end of the small town
image of Petoskey,” Puiters said.

The media attention to the resort has
focused public attention on the rest of the
county and the entire area, Putters said.

“It has weited the interest of developers
looking for places to invest, There are
always people who Tike (o be around some-
thing that is happening,” Putters said. “It
will open up demand for hous;ng in sur-
rounding areas.”

Putters points out the new development
will bé a boom to the area’s economy by
providing additional employment and a
demand for services and building materiais.
Another part of the area’s economy comes
from peaple who want fo live in the area and
bring their jobs and industry with them.

. But the million dollar question is growth.

Will Bay Harbor really accelerate the

growth raie or will it continne af the pace it's

been, Putiers asks. That's the question, but’
Putters admits he doesn’t know the answer.

" He seid regardless of the pace, it's impor-
tant o retain the amenities that make the
area desirable, such as the views, natural
areas, open spaces, and lake accesses. All
items present in the Bay Harbor develop-
ment, Putiers notes.

Putters hopes the siate will cooperate with
the local effort to maintain Lake Michigan
access through ifs trust fund grants. There
are two major applications to the state from
Emmet County right now,

He also said i’s important to Iisten fo the
things planning consultant Mark Wyckoff
stressed during the county master plan meet-
ings, such as open space preservation,

There are better ways to subdivide the
land than just stripping it off the highways,
he said.

“It’s hard to predict how much growth
we’ll get, but T certainly get the feeling it is
happemng
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{ am sorry.

Isimply cannot do it.

The task of deciding which is the best
name for the proposed mega resort on Litte
Traverse Bay has proven to be much too
awesome a responsibility for this aging
skinny man.

Ya gotta help me out.

I will share with ali of you each and
every nominated name that came in as parl
of my informal and totally unofficial
“Name That Mega Resort Contest.”

You look ‘em over and pick your top
three favorites. Man! Talk about democra-
cy.

If you don't know what I’m talking
about, here’s the deal: We need a decent
name for our new neighbor on the bay, the
super spectacular resort and recreational
oasis they plan to build on the old Penn-
Dixie cement company site.

Frankly, the developers came up wilh
some pretty lame names. They have dubbed

the overall project “Bay Harbor,” and the

twge man-made inland take and marina has
been given the name “Harbor Lake.”

Borrrerring! .

So I decided to have this little contest
and — wham! — brainstorming and clever--
ness overflowed the mailbox, from A to ...
well ... from A to X, we got ideas!

You select what you think are the best
three names from the list below. In two
weeks we'll have the grand daddy winner,
and we can get to work lobbying the devel-
opers to deep six that turkey tifle of Bay .
Harbor.

1 hate condescending instructions, but ...
if your favorite name for the mega resort is -

“Sunset Bay” then write a number 1 next to

it, and s0 on with 2 for vour second favorile
and 3 for your third favorite.

Ok. And away we go: John Charles
ROBBINS

_... Angel Bay.

_ Angel Pines. That is All

__ Angel Shores.

_. Angels Aspen.
__Auvrora Basin.

Blue Bay . Kiln Dust In The Wind.
_ Chippewa Lake. — Womnm@m. Cove.
__ Couneil Bluffs, e LANE VIEW.
__ Coumcil Cliffs. — F@E@ngﬁ Resort.
__ Dixie Amusement Park. — Manitou Harber.
. Dixie Land Resort. — HSE.S” Lake.
__ Dreamer’s Paradise. — Moonlight Bay,
— Eagle Bay. — Moonlight Resort.
__Eagle Harbor. — Ojibway Lake.
Fagle Pointe. _.. Pene Dixie Harbor Resort.
__Feather Lake. — Penn View. )
___Fire Lake. —_ Point Serenity.
__Firefly Landing. _... Polaris Point.
— Glen Eden Resort. .. Pooters Point.
—_ Glen Haven Resort. __Port Eden.
__ God’s Country Resort. _.. Port Resort.
__ Gold Coast Bay. . Portland Cove.

. Gold Coast Harhar.
Gold Coast.

. Quantum Cove.
__. Quarry Cove.

__ Gold Coast Resort. — Quarry Harbor,

__ Golden Coast. . — Quarry Lake.

_.. Great Lalke Village and Resort. __ Quarry Marina.

_ Guil Ridge. __ Resort Cove,

— Harbor Pointe South. . Resort Port.

— Harbor Shores. ___ Shadow Lale.

_... Hedomism Bay. — Star Lake.

__ Hemlock Landing, . Stone Lake.
__Innovative Inlet. —_Stony Bay. _
— Justamere Port {just a mere port). _.. Sunset Bay.

__ Sunset Resort.

— The Best Time Resort.

__. The Cement Pond. "

—.._ The Dixje Bay. i

... The Good Time Dixie Spot. .

__ The Happy Fun Resort. P

__The Happy Playgrounds. i

—.. The Quarry on Littie Traverse Bay, |

__ The Sumnset Resort. m
|
4
E

|
[}
I
!
!
3
— Sunset Harbor. !
!
[{
i
I
{
L

. Two Silo Polnt.
__ Hanadun.

And a question remains about the faie of
the giant cement silos on the water’s edge,
which have become a landmark, a fixture of
the skyline. Should developers leave the
silos there, or tear them down? Check only
one: ,

—. Keep the silos.
— Ditch the silos.

1
1
]
1
I
|
1
]
[}
]
§
]
i
3
L
E
"
Clip out and send your ballots to: ;
John Charles Robbins |
Petoskey News-Review i
P.O. Box 528 i
319 State St. m
Petoskey, Mich. 49770. ]
Or drop off your ballot at the News- |
Review offices in Petoskey, across from the m
post office. Or FAX your final selections to i
347-6833 or 347-5436. ]
Happy voting. m
That is all. ]

“

!

I

i

L

I

|

,

John Charles Robbins is a News-Review
staff writer. His column appears the first
and third Fridays of the month on the Opin-
ion Page. )
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Another

jant
talls

Resort Twp.: Deja
vu? The reluctant
second tower at the
old Penn-Dixie ptant
succumbs dramati-
cally to the second
attempt to topple it
Wednesday after-
noon. Demolition
engineers from the
Pitsch Company of
Grand Rapids were a
bit embarrassed
Tuesday when only
one of the scheduled
wo smokestacks fell :
before a large crowd.
A much smatier
group was on hand
for the second demo-
lition. NEWS-REVIEW
photo by G. Randall
(Goss)




scene from Star Wars? No, Bay Harbor =
Bay Harbor: Looking more like a moonscape than a landscape

. Ny brought the last of the old skyline down Thursday afternoon
the remains of the last cement silos of the old Penn—Di

Xie plant  with explosives, dlearing the view for a luxury hotel planned near !
rest in a heap on the'edge of Lake Michigan. The Pitsch compa-  the site. (NEWS-REVIEW photo by G. Randall Goss) '

;
!
I




inn at
Bay
Harbor

Bay Harbor: Construc-
tion crews prepare the
foundation site of the
Inn at Bay Marbor
hotel complex for
blasting Wednesday.
The project’s first
phase of 89 units
broke ground this win-
ter and is slated for
opening in the sum-
mer of 1928, Plans
call for other phases
to be built, ultimately
totaling 185 units. The
Inn will be the corner-
stone of The Village
area of Bay Harbor.
(NEWS-REVIEW photo
by G. Randall Goss)
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ABOVE: The $24 miliion Inn at Bay Harbor will look fike this artist’s rendering by the end of summer in 1998, BELOW:
Clark Construction Co., crews of Lansing have been working since late last winter on the inn. Pictured in the background
10 the rignt are Bay Harbor's The Cliffs condominium units. (NEWS-REVIEW photo by Beth Anne Harris)
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Inn at Bay Harbor on schedule, 15% complete

By BETH ANNE HARRIS
News-Review staff writer

In about a year, The Inn at Bay Harbor
will be settled in place on the Lake Michi-
gan shoreline, offering its guests panorain-
ic views, deluxe rooms and dozens of
amenities.

Right now, construction is on schedule
and is ahout 15 percent completed, accord-
ing 10 Ken Lawless, Clark Construciion
Co.’s project execulive in Lansing.

Clark is the company heading up the

project’s construction. ,

For those who haven't taken a drive by
the old cement plant in recent weeks, the
Victorian-style inn is starting to take shape
along its 1,000 feet of shoreline.

Construction crews have been working
on the 175,000-square-foot inn with the
goal to enclose the structure before winter
so work can continue through the cold
months.

“Right now, the concrete portion of the
preject is about 75 percent complete,
which is about 15 percent of the overall

project.” Lawless said. "it's our goal 10
have the building enclosed by the first part
of January, to epable us w put finishes in
throughout the winter months.”

The inn, owned and operated by Boyne
USA Resorts, Inc., is expected 10 cost
about $24 million to complete, with an
estimated 130 rentable rooms. The inn wilt
operate as a condominium/horel, where
suites will be purchased by private individ-
yals. When the owners aren’t using their
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NEWS-REVIEW/FiLE PHOTO

The plant occupied a large swath of land along Little Traverse Bay, a fixture on the shore for more than 60

years.

B Editor reflects on
memories of shoreline
cement plant

Kendall P Staniey
439-0349 - kstaniey@petoskeynevs.com

No matter what color your car
was it was gray — that is if you
worked at the Penn-Dixie cement
plant west of Petoskey back in

- the “good old days.”

Those geod old days saw a
vibrant plant with solid, well-pay-
ing jobs.

It was a landmark on Little
Traverse Bay, Sailors could take
easy aim at the plant to hit one
of the racing buoys off its shore,
and trith be told they also had
a great belching smokestack to
prov1de a wind indicator,

Environmental regulations
eventually tamed the stack, to
the cheers of the residents of
the hovsing developments built
downwing of said stack.

By 1986, it closed.

And in August 1981, at the invi-
tation of its last plant manager,
Bob Gill of Charlevoix, I had the
opportunity to go in ancl photo-
graph the empty, hulking plant..

Here's what ] wrote then to go
along with those photographs:

~*Fhe wrenching sound comes - -

from a piece of corrugated metal,
slowly being twisted by the chilly
wind hitting the north side of
the old kiln building.

“Overhaad, blue sky shows
through gaping holes in the roof,
uniended and uncared for for
some time.

“The newer areas of the plant
are not as bleak, showing signs

the materlal to set-_

that work did indeed go on there
for a good many years.

“This is Penn-Dixie Plant No.
10 near Petoskey as it stood re-
cently The plant was purchased
late in April by Dundee Cement
Co., and that firm does not plan
to put the facility back into op-
eration.

“Only the sound of an oc-
casional semi-truck, removing
cement from storage buildings
at the plant, reminds one of the
hustle-bustle workplace that em-
ployed 150 persons as recently as
last November,

“The signs of work are every-
where — a shovel propped up
against a silo here, a wheelbar-
row there, a jacket left over here.
But the peonle who made cement
here — who breathed life into
this forelgn, manmade complex
of steel, wire and concrete — are
absent.

“A sudden gust
of wind whistles
around the cor- .
ner of a building,
swirling up a stmall
amount of dirt and
cement dust and
then dies, allowing

Hendall P,
Stanley

He, "No new cement -
dust will add to what is there
Plant Ne. 10’s end has come,

Jeaving only touchés of human  ~

existence, and steel and concrete
In geometric patterns for the
camera’s eye,”

Now it’s hard to remember
what the plant site looked like,
what with condominiuns, stand-
alone houses, the Inn at Bay
Harbor and the Village at Bay
Harbor all occupying the space
where the plant once stood. not

WEWS-REVIEW/FILE PHOTC
Penn-Dixle Plant No. 10 storage
building.

to mention Bay Harbor Lake
where once a quarry existed.
It has been a stunning trans-
formation of an industrial site,
a transformation that some have
decried by wishing the plant was
still operating. Piease, giveme
a break. The plant wasn't oper-
ating nearly 30 years ago, and
there’s nothing in the economics
of making cement that would
ever suggest it would make sense
to ever do that there again.
Others would lay the blame for

" the pollution caused by the two

miltion cubic yards of cement
kiln dust left at the site on the
good residents of Bay Harhor,
with a “serves them right” kind

- "of sneer. Tast Tknew, spending

your hard earned money ora

- home in a beautifol place wasn’t

4 crime; it was somethmg we
were supposed to aspire to rather
than denigrate, This area has
long been a summer and vaca-
tion home enclave to those on the
wealthier end of the spectrum;
get over it if you can’t live with
that reality.

Penn-Dixie Plant No, 10 (or the

Sep STAMLEV on PAGE A%
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Little mounds of cement dust sit above fasteners at this

storage building.

ILEY FROM A4

Petoskey Poriland Cement
Co. for those with a very,
very long memory) served
this community well over
the years, but ultimately it
was uneconomical to keep
it going.

While I can’t view the
Tuture, my thought is the
community that has grown

‘up and continues to grow

at Bay Harbor will contrib-
ute to the Petoskey area
for much longer than the

cement plant ever did (as
they already do through a
community foundation and
other fundraisers) and all
of that without a coating of
white cement dust floating
off with the wind.

Kendalt P, Stanley is the News-Reviow
managing editor. His columi appears
every Manday on tha Opinion Page.
Stanfey’s e-maif address is kstaniev@
petoskeynews.com; reach him by phone
a439-9349,

Prepared by The Emmet County Genealogical Society
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Penn-Dixie Cement Corporation
Plant Nudber 10 '
Petopgkey, Michigan

Quarry

The principal raw materials, limestone, shale, and send, are supplied
From nearby deposites: limestone from the quarry adjacent to the plant,
sand and shale from the Bay Shore quarry two miles west. These materials
are hauled to the crusher in 3 - 35 ton iFnelid” rear dump trucks ioaded
with a five yard "Hough" payloader or one of three diesel shovels. Nor-
mally 533 loads of limestone and 133 loads of shale bre required per week.

Crusher

ithe tincks dump on to a conveyor moving
hpaaker which reduces it to lumps four inches
400 tons per hour. Oversize products are dlve
ynit and further reduced untll they are less than 1 ineh in size.

product is htrsnsferred oa & belt conveyor to the overhead traveling crane

atorage building.

the meterial to a "Hammermill"
or less in size at rabes ie]

rted by screens to a second
HEARS

Row Mills
Timestone, shale, sand, and somebimes iron ore are proportioned Trom Dlng

in the storage bullding and travel to the raw mill on an rnderground belt
conveyor. These dry materials are mixed with water as they enter ihe mill
and leave as a muddy water called slurry. =

The rew mills are cylinders divided into two compartments: one partially
he other with % in. - 15 1n.

Filled with 1% in. - 3% in. steel balls and #
steel balle vhich act as grinding medio. The lerger "Nordberg” milil is
11'-5" in diemeter, 31'-0" long and rotated about 18 revolutions per min-
wte by o 2,000 horsepower motor. The smailer "KVS" mill is Q10" by 307-0"

with s 1,000 horsepower motor.

Slurry is pumped from the mlil to "DEM" screens which pass a findshed pro-
duct less than 1/50 in., containing 36 to 3% water, to the blending gilos.
Oversize material is returned to the mills to be reground.

Slurry Blending Silos _
Eight 4,000 barrel silos store slurry while it is tested and blended %0

required chemical composition. Each tank is 30 £4. in diameter and 50
£t. high.

Slurry is handled with 1511en~Shermons«Hofs" pumps.

Kilns :
Trom the blending silos, slurry 1s tronsferred as needed to one of two

2,200 barrel feed tanks serving the small kiln or the 8,000 barrel tank
gerving the lerge kiln. The 11' X 375' "KV8" kiin was installed in 1955
and is rated at 3,000 barrels per day. The it X 525 "Traylor” kiln 1s
enlarged to 16' at the fecd end. Tt was instolied in 1965 and is rated
at 6,700 barrel per day. The kilns are long sbtecl cylinders, slightly
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- a product as fine as face powder to silo storage.

-2 -

inclined, lined with 6 in. thick rotary kiln refractories, and robated
sbout 80 revolutions per hour. Coal is burned at the lower end of the
kiln ond hot gases travel its length by virtue of an induced draft Fan.
Slurry is pumped into the kiln, at the upper end, is gradually dyied and
Tinally discherged as white hot clinker heated to 2,700° F.

These hot clinker drop to "Puller" clinker coolers where they are guenched
with air and coocled so the smaller particles can be held in the hand when
discharged. Clinker range in size from that of an apple to the morc de-
sirable pea slze. From the cooler, clinker are conveyed to the finish

mill and ground to cement.

Central Control
Instrunents and controls located in the central control room of the core

buiiding allow one man to direct operation of the row mills, blending silos
end kilns. The process is monitored by closed circult TV systems and a
"Fozboro” data acguisition system to aid him.

Taboratory _ ,
Quality is comtrolled at every stage of the process. Control starts with
sampling and onalysis of the raw materials. Using the apalysis, the chemist
directs. rov moterinl proportions. Moisture, fineness, and composition nre

checked vhile the slurry is ground and Prepared for kiln feed.
Periodic samples and evaluations are mede of both kiln feed and clinker.

The proportion of clinker and gypsum is pericdically checked and cement
fineness continually monitored. Immediate corrections are made as directed

by the chemist to insure a quality product.

After a cement silo is filled, all chemical and physical tests are per-
formed before shipment to a customer. Samples ave token and periodic
checks made of the cement as it is shipped to insure customers receive
the type and guality ordered.

Finish Mills )
The Tinal stage in the menufocture of cement is grinding +the c¢linker with .
W% - &b gypsum odded. The process uses milis similar to the raw mills ex~

cept all material is ground dry without water. Six finish mills are in-
stalied: L ~ 7' X 227" with 40O horsepower motors, an 11' X 20! mill with

a 1,250 horsepower motor and an 11' X 25' mill with g 1,500 horsepower

motor. Each is operated in closed circuit with an air geparator wvhich passes
All types of Portland

Cement are produced and stored in the silos.

Average daily plant production is enough cement for l% miles of two-lone

concrete pavement,

Both bulk and packege cement is shipned locally and delivered either by
rail or truck. Bulk cement is tronsferred to distribmtion points at Dotroit
and Holland, Michigon; Milwaukee, Wisconsin and Chicago, Illincis.
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Boat Loading
A new boot loading facility is under comstruction in the bay off theé present

dock. Upon completicn, the three new silos will rise 190 ft. cbove the water.
Total storage capacity will be 73,000 barrels of cement with provisions for
holding several types at one time. A 24 ft. woter depth on the loke side
will accomodete large boats., Loading time is expected to be two Lo six hours.

Coal Handling

Coal is received by boot during the swmer and wnloaded at the plani dock.

A 30 cu. yd. "Coterpillor” scraper stockpiles the coal in laycrs, compacting
it in the process. This geraper also houls the coal to separste hoppers for

the two kilns.

Conl. is pulverized in "Raymond" mills and blown direstly to the kiln. The
Jarge kKiln burns 12 to 15 tons of coal each hour - enough coal to hecet o

Michigon home one winter.

Yl




CEMENT SHIP HAS SAILED 7 SEAS IN ROMANTIC PAST
JOHN L. A. MAY GET EARLY START 1964

The S8 John L.A. Galster, Penn-Dixie’s cement carrier, is
scheduled to leave its winter berth at Harbor Springs
Wednesday to cross the Bay to the Petoskey plant to take on
its first load of cement of the 1964 season, This is two weeks
ahead of last year's first trip to Chicago.

Skipper is Edwin McCann of Charlevoix, chief engineer is
Ervin L, Wendorf of Petoskey,

The Galster has saited the Atlanfic and the Great Lakes and
has a romantic history since it was built in England in 1909,
The ship has sailed under four different names, it survived
German guns off Gibraltar in World War I, was sunk in
Genoa, Italy by saboteurs in 1918 and rode out the 1913 Great
Lakes siorm which sent so many ships to the bottom.

The ship has a length of 250 feef, a beam of 43 feet and a
draft of 22 % feet, Its gross tonnage is 2,172 and its two
Scotch marine boilers develop an engine horsepower of
1,200,

First name of the ship was the Kamanistaque and that was the
name at commissioning and when it crossed the Atlantic to the
St. Lawrence and went into the Canadian capal trade. The
name was changed to Westoil and it was this name the ship
ook to the bottom in World War L.

After it was raised, the ship again steamed across the Atlantic
to the Great Lakes and Frank P. Russell became its master in
1921 when it was purchased by the Petoskey transportation
Co., of the old Petoskey Porttand Cement Co. The name was
then changed to J.B. John in honor of one of the founders of
the cement plant here, :

In 1928-29, the “JB” as it was calied by folks here, was
comveried from a mixed cargo carrier that went all over the
lakes to a self-loading bulk cement cairier. Its capacity was
13,000 barrels or 2,500 tons. During World War II, the ship
hauled 2,5 miltion barrels of cement in the war effort.

Then in 1946-47, its coal burning days ended and it became an
oil burner and the name was changed to John L.A. Galster in
honor of the founder and president of Petoskey Portland
Cement Co.

“Cap” Russell was master for 35 years until his retirement in
the winter of 1955-56 when he ended 39 years of sailing.
Since then Edwin McCann has been the skipper.

Chief Engincer Wendorf said ice in the Bay is thicker than it
was a month ago and weather has been making ice recently, In
fact, he said testing made of the ice around the ship showed
nearly an inch of new ice made in one night recently,

It was believed the Sundew would be in to assist getting
through the ice on the first trip. A year ago, the Sundew
became disabled and had to wndergo extensive engine room
repairs batiling the ice fields. The Sundew Monday started
breaking Bay Ice.

Extracted from Petoskey News-Review, Froat page
Dated Tuesday, March 31, 1964, price ten cenis.

Prepared by The Emmet County Genealogical Society
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The restored lifeboat from the cement ship John LA, Galster — also known as the L.B. John and the Petoskey Portland
Cement Boat -— now sits on the cement dock at Petoskey's waterfront. It was restored by Lon Calloway (left). A detailed
model of the J.B. John ship is on display at the Little Traverse Historical Museum, crea‘ted by Pave Fick (right). (NEWS-

REVIEW photo by Beth Anne Harris)

7O-year-old lifeboat now on display at Petoskey marina

By BETH ANNE HARRIS
News-Review stail writer

There’s a new addition fo the ceinent
dock at Petoskey’s marina —- 3 restored
lifeboat more than 70 years old.

The lifeboat is from the cement ship
fohn L.A. Galster, which frequented the
Petoskey waterfront through the mid-
1900s under several names, including
the J.B. John and the Petoskey Portland
Cement Boat.

The lifeboat was donated fo the Little
Iraverse Historical Society and was
restored by Indian River resident Lon
Calloway, who speni dozens of hours
working to bring the vessel back to its
sriginal look.

The 22-foot steel lifeboat includes the
iller, rigging hatchet and orange gas carn

and was constructed in Long Island City
in New York in 1925,

Ii was donated io the historical society
by Robert Wendorf of Indian Garden
Road in Resort Township, whose father,
Ervin Wendorf, served as chief engineer
of the John L.A. Galster when if was in
service.

After the ship was decommissioned,
the lifeboat was given to Ervin as a
gift.

Also on display at the museum is a to-
scale model replica of the full ship when
it was named “J.B. John.” The detailed”
medel was built in two months by part-
time Boyne City resident Drave Fick,
who used pictures to recreaie the old
vessel.

The ship serviced the Petoskey Poit-
land Cemeint plant {j its active days. It

was 250 feet long with a crew of 29
men, carried 13,000 barrels of cement
and had a gross tonnage of 2,172 tons.
Captain “Cap” Russell served the ship
for 35 years.

Calloway, who did much of the reno-
vation work on the lifeboat, is a captain
with the Arnold Boat Line in Mackinaw
City.

His involvement wiih the Merchaat
Marine Seafarers International Union for
the past 22 years led him to the project,
after he learned museum director Can-
dace Eaton was looking for someone to
restore the boat,

The project cost about $560 and took
60-80 houvrs to complete, Calloway said.
He enjoys restoring nautical equipment,
or as he calls it: “Putting a new dress on
an old lady.”

Ue
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ednesday, August 10, 1988

Photos courtesy Cynthia and Virgl! Haynas

The John L.A. Galster, which carried cement from Penn-Dixie,

, ent weather. The photo was taken by Virgil Haynes in the early
was a familar sight in the Harbor Springs harbor during inclem- '60s.
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The J.B. John, shown as it looks today. (NEWS-REVIEW file photo)

I
Lifeboat is rich
Editor: .
~ Ijust had to write and tell you how much

1 enjoyed the article on the old I. B, John
Lifeboat. T did notice that they left out one
name the boat went after, in fact , the first.

ith history

Do you cate to hear a litile more on it’s his-
tory? The old J. B. John went under the
name Westoil early in history. That boat
was sunk off the coast of ltaly. It was a long
name. When it reached our shores the old

IIgEsUay, JUly L1, L9/

Portland Cement Co. bought it. 1 remember
when I was a lad about 9 or 10 years of age,
I used to go to the Harbor Springs city dock
as that is where she laid up in winter
months to do repairs and wait for the ice to
leave the bay. Before they went to the bulk
cement systern it had two more decks in
height. That is what made it look a lot larg-
er. When they put the bulk system in it
speeded up the loading of the boat. Before
that was old cloth bags on a long conveyor

‘belt. A good many men got cement burns

from the hot cement. :

It was a Godsend when they quit cloth
bags. In the crews galley where the labor
crew worked and ate the long table under-
neath it was the name Westoil. So it went
from Westoil, J. B. John, John Galster and
the Castle. Before it laid up for good it was
towed by barge.

Before I close my letter | remember oie
story my two cousins Russell and Bob Cas-
sidy was called to the J. B. John to instail 2
new gas range in the galley. I guess they
had to do a ot of drilting and 1 remember
today how they told me how many drill bit:
they broke and wore out. Tough old
Swedish steel they said. It was 2 solid ship
alright. '

Bernie Cassid
Alanso




1909 Kaministiguia 1982 (20
Steel St. Lawrence River canal size bulk freighter

Built at Newcastle-on-Tyne England by Swan, Hunter & Wigham Richardson, Hull 819
Launched May 9, 1909

260" LOA, 250° LBP, 43’ beam, 25" depth

1 deck, arch cargo hold construction, hatches @ 24', coal-fired boilers, triple
expansiaon engine, 1156 [HP '

Enrolled at Newcastle-on-Tyne England

250.0 x43.0x22.8, 2173 GT, 1401 NT Br 125457 to:
Western Steamship Co., Fort William Ont. (home port Newcastie-on-Tyne Eng.)

Entered service 1808

Sold 1916 to Standard Qil Co., New York NY for off-Lakes service and left the Great
Lakes. Converted to a tanker and renamed Westeil (US 214109)
Remeasured to 2172 GT, 1401 NT (same dimensicons as under British registry).

Sold May 10, 1821 to E. P. Fariey Co., Chicago IL and returned to the Great Lakes.

Sold 1922 to Petoskey Transportation Co., Petoskey M, a subsidiary of Petoskey
Portiand Cement Co.

Renamed . B, John 1923

Converted fo self-unloading cement carrier 1928 at Manitowoc W1 by Manitowoc
Shipbuilding Co.

Renamed John L. A, Gaister 1851
Fleat renamed Penn-Dixie Cement Ca. 1956

Removed from regular service end of 1966 season {service to the Petoskey cement
plant to be contracted to Medusa Portland Cement Co., which was converting str.
Medusa Challenger to self-unloading cement carrier).

Returned fo previous service 1968 as a barge, North American Barge Line, operator.
Renamed Sea Castle 1969

Laid up at Muskegon MI 1982 and did not operate again.
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J.B. JOHN, 86, DIES MONDAY IN CLLEVELAND

Services will be-held at 2 p.m. Thursday for J. B, John, 86,
former president of the Petoskey Portland Cement Co. and
the consulting.e\qgineer who supervised building the plant here

m 1919.

Mr. John died Monday at his home in Cleveland where he
was chairman of the board of Medusa Portland Cement Co,
and former president of the corporation.

He suffered a fall in April and had been unable to report to the
office since then, but appeared to be making progress which
he took a thn for the worse.

Mr. John was regarded nationally as an authority in the
cement industty. He was a director of the Portland Cement
Association for years and was national chairman of the safety
committee which is given credit for reducing industrial
accidents in the making of cement.

He was born July 11, 1870, in Bethichem, Pa., and was
married there to Anna H. Miller, who died four years ago. He
built mills in Newaygo and Petoskey as well as in Ohio,
Kentucky and Pennsylvania.

Mr. John came to Petoskey in 1919 as a consulting engineer
while residing in Newaygo. While there he served several
terms as mayor and was chairman of the Liberty Bond drive of
World War 1.

In 1921, he became vice-president and general manager of the
Petoskey plant which opened that vear with A. B. Klise as
president. In 1922 he was elected president after the
resignation of Mr. Klise and he held that position until 1937
when he resigned and was sticceeded by John L. A. Galster,

The company’s cement freighter was named after him, later
after Myr. Galster.

Mr. John remained as a director of the board of the Petoskey
plant and he retained his financial interest until the sale in
1954 to Penn-Dixie Corporation. He had resided in
Cleveland for the past 25 years.

On his 80% birthday, former associates and friends in the
industry gathered in Cleveland to help him celebrate. They
came from all over the U.S. from Canada and Cuba.

He was active in community and civic affairs. He was a
Methodist. When he built a mill which was in an area not
served by a church, one of the first things he would do would
be to construct one to serve peaple of all faiths.

Surviving are a son, Jack of Cleveland and Mrs, William
Worthy of Cleveland and Mrs. Charles Wyman of
Newaygo; a sister, Mrs. Elvira Rickert of Allentown, Pa,

nine grandchildren and number of great-grand children.
Extracted Petoskey News-Review, Tuesday, July 17, 1956, page 1

Jonathan Blain “J. B.” John

Birth: Jul, 11, 1870
Raven Run
Schuylkilf Cournty
Pennsylvania, USA

Death: Jul. 15, 19586
Cleveland
Cuyahoga County
Ohic, USA

Chairman of the board of directors of the
Medusa Portland Cement Co., Jonathan Blalne
John held that post since 1951. He had been
president of the company since 1922,

Mr. John, 86, died yesterday at his home,
3020 North Park Bivd., Clevefand Heights.

His first connection with Medusa was as
consulting engineer in the building of the plant
at Silica near Toledo. At that time he was vice
president and general manager of several
cement companies - Newaygo Portland
Cement Co., Manitowoc Portland Cement Co.,
and Petosky (sic) Portland Cement Co.

Mr. John was credited with being the "father"
of the safety movement in the cement
industry. He was chairman of the Portland
Cement Association's accident prevention
committee for 10 years.

He was born in Raven Run, Pa. His first job
was in the coal mines of Pennsylvania. He
entered the cement business in that state as a
member of a plant repair crew.

His wife, Mrs, Anna H. John died two years
ago. They were married 56 years. Surviving
are a son, Jopathan Jr., of Cleveland, two
daughters, Mrs. Charles Wyman of Newaygo,
Mich., and Mrs. W. 1. Worth., a sister, Mrs.
Elvira (sic) Rickert of Allentown, Pa., 10
grandchitdren, and 13 great-grandchildren.

Burial:

Knollwgod Cemetery

Mavyfield Heights

Cuyaheoga County

Ohio, USA

Plot: South addition, chapel floor, niche 424

Picture & obituary {below} from Find-A-Grave Memorial
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Michael J, Lyons

Michael Fi—byonsr—2%- -of-$4ons—Hunaral._Homa_in Petoskey; one brother, Rohert.

Petogkey, dled early this
-morning In Traverse Clty, of
Injuries sustained in & fall at
Penn Dizle Cement Co..

Fuesday-forencon,

Pelogkey. Rev. Joasph Hetler of
the Home Mlsslonary Church In
East Bay View will officlate and

interment wili be in Groenwood

Lomaotery.

~He. was..taken..to.. Littie. ... Jlchaelwas born Oct. 2, 1958

Traverse Dlvilsion of Northern
Michigan Hospitals by the Clty-
County Ambulance Service and
“then transferred to Munsen
Medical Center In Traverse
City auffering from severe head
and Infernal Injarles.

" His furmrat-services will be

held Soturday al 18 am. al |

In Peioskey, He stlended
Petopkey schools and
graduated fron Petoskey High
School In 1679, He then attenged
North Central Mlchlgan
Callege, .and *was currenily
empioyed by Penn Dixle,
Survivors include his parents,
Mr, and Mrs. James Lyons of

gt home; hig maternal
grandfather, Charles Bellmer

of Gindwin; several aunts and -

nciea, .
Friends may call af the Stone
Funeral Home In  Petogkey

beginning 7 p.m. Friday.

The famlily suggesis anyone
wishing to honor the memory of
Michael Lyons, may do so by
contributing In he name to the
P.T.L. Cluab in Charloite, North
Carellne, Envelopes fur this

purpoge are avalinbla ai {he

Stone Funera! Homae.

Bloahey News - Rewtecr  moredy dl 1979
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Facelift

From his perch high above the street, @ worker from Northern Restoration Waterproofing Systems from Grawn removes

s .

loose bricks on the face of the former®ortiang Cement Building at 438 Lake St. Tuesday. The building currently houses

the Emmet County Cooperative Extension Service offices and the offices of attorneys Dennis Cross and John Rohe. Plans
cali for replacing the loose brick, new windows and some structura repairs. (NEWS-REVIEW photo by G. Randall Goss)

Petoskey News-Review Wednesday, September 16, 1898 — PAGE A3
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“nigefs” Monday (wmgbt) at 8 "
ii’l “Hnd: ‘{5.expected to sell the -t
Mg Penn:Dixis Bullding to' hzghi: -
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NEW HOME
Old Penn-Dixie Monument Finds Home In New Resort Township Park 1999

By Beth Anne Piehl
News-Review staff writer

One of the last remnants of the Petoskey Portland Cement Co.
is now displayed at Resort Township’s East Park, next to the
posh resort community of Bay Harbor that was once the old
cement plant grounds,

The concrete safety award, measuring about six feet tall by
five feet wide, is a symbol of the safety accomplishments of
the cement company for those occasions it went 1,000 hours
without a lost-time accident,

Bob gill, who served as the plant’s last manager from 1977-
80, said the award was given by the Portland Cement
Association, the national guild that monitored Portland cement
manufactirers.

“They had an intensive safety association,” said Gill, a
Charlevoix resident. He said it’s similar to the Michigan
Occupational Safety and Health Administration, which now
mornitors safe business practices.

The dates along the bottom of the large monument are difficult
to read, but there are several through at least the 1930’s and
*40s recognizing the plant’s safety record.

The Portland company shut down its Petoskey operation in
198G and was sold to Dundee Cement, which operated another
10 years until remnants of the cement operation were removed
and the smoke stack demolished to make way for the Bay
Harbor development.

Bot Gulledge, chairman of the Resort Township parks and
recreation commitiee, said the award had been sitting on the
shore of the small Village harbor lake, to the east of the Inn at
Bay Harbor,

Continued from page Al

“We were asked by some people in the township who had
worked at the cement plant to get it and bring it to the park,”
he said. “People didn’t really get to see it, except by boat.”

Bay Harbor developer David Johnson gave the award to the
township when Gulledge asked to place it at the park. “All we
had to do was move it,” Gulledge said.

It’s been in place for about two months at the East Park, which
spans the sast property line of Bay Harbor. There is also a
public park on the west end of the development.

Both parks comsist of an original 10 acres given to the
township by the Bay Harbor Co. Then Bay Harbor, the
township, Emmet County and the Little Traverse Conservancy
worked together to secure grant money from the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources to purchase an additional 56
acres, totaling 66 acres of public park land on both sides.
Aside from spectacular views, the trails, a pavilion and
restrooms have made the parks popular spots for visitors and
locals.

Extracted from Petoskey News-Review, page A1-A2

Dated Friday September 10, 1999

This large cement monument is actually a safety award given
to the Petoskey Portland Cement Co. several times in the
1930s-40s for operating 1,000 days without a lostiime acch
dent. The award is now on display at Resort Township's East
Park. (NEWS-REVIEW photo by Beth Anne Pighi)

Prepared by The Ennnet County Genealogical Society
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