NORTHERN AUTO COMPANY
West of Mitchell St. Bridge

Petoskey, Emmet County, Michigan
Built 1927
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By STEPHEN BREDE
Mews-Review staff writer

i Like the black Model Ts that once sat in its showroom, the for-
 mer Ford garage on Mitthell Stréet iow belongs to a bygone éra.

 “Ti was 2 prominent building in the town, and i was 2 busy

-place,” recalled Jotm Perry, owner of Perry Motors, 2 longtime

Chevrolet dealership in Petoskey. : .
. Northern Auto Co. first opened for business in December
1911, when the Model T was selling for $590. The early cars
were cither driven from Detroit or shipped by rail, and some of
the final assembly was done in Petoskey.
. "The business was fonnded by Owen McMahan, and also own-
ing shares in the new company were John Galster and Alva Love-
less. The company grew fo include branches throughout Northern
Michigan, carcying a line of Ford automobiles, wucks and trac-
fors. The owners also siarted Northern Oil & Gag Co., and ran a
Firestone tire store. ‘ _ o
‘MNorthern Auto Co, salesman Edmund Dean sold his first car
for.the dealership in 1919, and went on to. become the company’s
. general managet. : S .
" In 1947, Dean purchased the company from McMahan, and
evenmally sold the branches, retaining only the Petoskey. dealer-

Sec FORD, page 10
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The eite of the former Northem Auto Co. aiso was  photo from the late 1940s. The same angle ofthe page1
home to & Sinclair gas station, as ssen in this building shows above. _ . &
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ship.

“I think he started in the stock
rgom,” Louise Dean said of her
late husband. “He learned the busi-
ness: from the ground up. He was
rexcellent salesman.”

“Dean said during her husband’s
tenure the company added to the

Mitchell Sireet building, which

she said was a well-built structure.
She said her husband leased part
of the building to the & & P fol-
lowing a fire at the grocery.

Dean said Northern Ante Co.
was sold to Richard Turner and

Wayne Rose in 1974, The pair

were pariners in Turner Leasing
Co. of Troy, and continned to
operate the dealership nnder the
nevw name of “Peioskey Ford.”
Kose, who moved to Peigskey 1o
manage the dealership, recalled he
and Turner ram the Gusiness

together for aboul three years

before he sold out to Turner. Rose
said Petoskey Ford continued to
sell cars for a couple of more years
before closing, and the city was
without 2 Ford dealership for a
couple of years,

Turner eventually hooked up
with developer Jeffrey DeGayner,
who proposed twning the two-sio-
ry building into a six-story com-
mercial, office and residential pro-
Jject, which he called the 200 Cen-
tre. .

The project was plagued by
financial problems, and DeGayner

Photo courtesy of Louise Dean |

was finally forced to file for
bankraptcy in 1983. About two-
and-a-half years later, DeGayner

arnd Turnmer were killed when the

small plane Turner was piloting
crashed near Boyne Falls,
Since the two men died in 1986

the building has been owned by

?

Turner’s estate, managed by his
son, John “Jack” Turner, The
building fell into disrepair, and no
one is shedding tears about the
dermnolition king place now.

“It was rsady (o come down,”

:]

Rose said. ] think Jack is doing
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the right thing (razing de buoild-
ing). I feel that the property will
be ecasier to be sold or developed.”

Petoskey architect Nick White
said the owner has asked him to
work on numercus proposals for
the property, from fast-food
Testaurants to high-rise condomini-
ams. _

“It’s & prime piece of commes-
cial properiy,” White said. “I
would =ay it would probably best
be kept in retail, possibly multi-
sicry retail with some condomini-
wns on the top. It has 2 tremen-

dous view. .

“It’s tough o speculate what
wouid be the best thing there —
probably. the best thing would be a
major retail anchor. Like Jacob-
som’s, Milliken’s or Prange’s,
those were some that ac least
lecked at the property. «

That’s the type of use Louise
Dean would like to see for the
property, but umtil the site is
cleared of 80 years of history,
about the only thing certain.is that
downiown Petoskey has 2 new
view ¢f Little Traverse Bay. ,

The Patoskey headguarters of Horthem Aute Co.,
cirea 1947. The company was the lmgest Ford
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Boyne City, Chardevelx, Gaylord, Cheboygan and
Rogers City. The building is in the process of
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ship.

“I think he started in the stock
room,” Louise Dean said of her
Yate husbhand. “He learnad the busi-
ness from the ground up. He was
an excellent salesman.”

Dean sald during her husband’s
tenure the company added to the
gzn:oz Street SEEEF égns

_@sgwmﬂggw sggggmg@a% Northem Aute Co.,

" circa 1847. The company was

she said was a well-built sructare.
She said her husband leased part
of the building o the A & P fol-
lowing a fire at the grocery.

Dean said Northern Avto Co.
was sold to Richard Turner and
Wavne Rose in 1974, The pair
were pariners in Turner Leasing
Cro. of Troy, and continued to
operate the dealership under the
new name of “Petoskey Ford.”

Rose, who moved 1o Petoskey
manage the dealership, recalled he
and Turner ran the buosiness
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before he sold out to Turner, Rose
said Petoskey Ford continued to
selt cars for a couple of more years
before closing, and the ciiy was
without a Ferd dealership for a
couple of years.

Torner eventually hooked up
with developer Jeffrey DeGayner,
who preposed turning the two-sto-
ry building into a six-stery com-
mercial, office and residential pro-
Jject, which he called the 200 Cen-
ire. .

The project was plagued by
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was finally forced to file for
bankruptcy in 1983. About two-
and-a-half years later, DeGayner

and Turner were killed when the

small plane Turner was piloting
crashed near Boyne Falls.
Since the two men died in 1935

the building has been owned by

kl

Turner’s estate, managed by his
son, John “Jack” Turner. The
building fell into disrepair, and no
one is shedding tears about the
demolition taking place now.

“It was ready to come down,
Rose said. “I think Jack is doing

LH]

Sm ﬂm? thing (razing the build-
ing). I feel that the property will
be easier to be sold or developed.”

Petoskey architect Nick White
said the owner has asked .him 0
work on numercus proposals for
the property, from fast-food
restaurants to high-rise condomini-
1ms.

“It’s a vrime piece of commer-
cizgl property,” White said. “I
would say it would probably best
be kept in retail, possibly mulii-
story retail with some condomini-
ums on the top. It has a tremsn-

dous view. .

“It’s tough to speculate whai
would be the best thing there —
probably- the best thing would be 2
E&cw retail msn:oﬁ Like Jacob-
son’s, Milliken’s or Prange’s,
those were.some that at M_mmmm
locked at the property, «

That’s the type of use Louise
Dean would like to see for the
property, but until the site is
cleared of 80 vears of wwmﬁcwﬁ
about the only thing certain.is that
downtown Petoskey has a new
view of Little Traverse Bay.
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A Emam of loeal history comes down Tuesday afternoon,

s come a tumblin’ do

_Mitcheit Street bridge was originally built in 1927
" been seen since 1954, when an addition was built on it.

Mitchell Street is demelished to make way for @ minimall project. The building located west of the
The sign shown on the left side of the photo hasn™t

as the front of the old Bay Buick bullding on

(NEWS-REVIEW phote by G. Randall Goss)

e

'

Demolition of the Ford garage
. property begin last Tussday.

Heavy equipment was in place
throughout the week removing
the back of the Zuilding first
and then removing the facede.
The photo above shows iis loce-
tien and the pait of the bullding
where 2 gas statien once was
located as shown in the old
phote below. Phote at right
ghows the demolition in actor.
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home to 2 Sinclair gas statmn, as seen in this building shows above.
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